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I.—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 


Furtaer WARNING TO INTENDING EMIGRANTS TO CHILI. 


With reference to the previous notification on pp. 232-4 of 
the Board of Trade Journal tor the month of March 1888, on 
the subject of emigration to Chili, a report, dated the 4th January 
Jast, has been received from Mr. W. H. Newman, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Valparaiso. His attention had been called to certain 
statements in an English newspaper, which were contained in a 
letter frum a correspondent in Chili, denying the accounts given 
by some of the agents of the Chilian Government in England 
of the advantages possessed by Chili as a country for the 
settlement of Inglishmen. After quoting statistics of crimes 
and deaths from the cholera in order to show the comparative 
insecurity of life in Chili, the correspondent had given particulars 
of the low rates of wages paid, and conclude his letter in the 
following terms :— 

“Chili is emphatically wot the place for tradesmen. Wages are 
no higher, if as high, as in England, and living is not so cheap. 
As for all the nonsense contained in the agents’ advertisements 
about railways, public buildings, &ec., beiug stopped for want of 
men, that is scarcely worth noticing, except that folks at home 
can know nothing to the contrary. <Any scarcity of labour is 
existing among the labouring classes alone, who earn their 60 cents 
to a dollar a day, working from sunrise to sunset: in summer 
123 hours a day. A dollar is 2s, 2d. English money, and the 
only way the persons manage to make that cover expenses is to 
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live on the most meagre fare, and put up with the poorest possible 
accommodation. Wages in Valparaiso are only 3 dollars a 
day for joiners when they are at the highest; 2 doliars and 
24 dollars is the usual amount. In many parts of the country 
much lower wages are paid. Thorough agriculturists with small 
capital can do well around Traiguen and Los Anjelas, as there 
are many English and Scotch settlers to be found.” 

Mr. Newman says that he has made careful inquiry as to the 
accuracy of the above statements, with the result that he has 
found them to be in no way exaggerated, but, if anything, under- 
estimated 

He also encloses copy of a letter addressed by a correspondent to 
the Chilian Times, and copy of a printed hand-bill advertisement 
which has been circulated in Glasgow on the subject of emigra- 
tion to Chili, both of which statements are printed below. 

Mr. Newman, with reference to these two documents, says :— 

“ With regard to the latter document (the printed hand-bill ad- 
vertisement) I must report that there are many statements con- 
tained therein which are far from being correct, such as, for 
instance, it is headed ‘ Free Emigration’ which is not the case, 
for the Government does not grant free passages to settlers. 

“ Agriculturists have to pay 5/. sterling, and others 12/. 10s. 
towards the cost of their passage, to the emigration agent in 
Europe before embarking, and should emigrants bring with them 
over a certain amount of luggage they are obliged to pay the 
freight. The statement regarding fisheries is quite incorrect. 

“On arrival in Chili the emigrant, if a married man, gets 
100 acres of land, and 50 acres more for each male adult in the 
family. 

«They are also supplied two bullocks, a plough, 100 rough 
unseasoned boards, and some nails to enable them to build a hut, 
but no other implements. They are also supplied with seeds 
(cereals) according to the quantity of the ground ploughed. The 
statement contained in the handbill regarding the 3/. monthly for 
the first year is far from being correct, inasmuch as the allowance 
paid by the Government to each family (irrespective of numbers) 
is 15 dollars Chili paper currency, which at the average rate of 
exchange ruling during the past twelve months, say 2s, 2d. per 
dollar, is equal to 1. 12s. 6d. 

Single men emigrating to Chili get nothing at all.” 


The following is a copy of the letter in the Chilian Times 
referred to by Mr. Newman :— 


Dear SIR, 

“Ir has been my intention upon several occasions to 
contribute an article to your valuable paper, but only to-day 
have I finally resolved to do so, owing to the fact of another cruel 
robbery having being committed upon an English family on the 
night of the 18th instant (September 1888). 

“ A few months ago an English family, consisting of a man, 
wife, and child, arrived here from England, bringing with them a 
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good stock of clothing and other valuable articles, and as it was 
the beginning of the winter when they arrived, and of course not 
having a house to go to, they have been living in the house of 
another English colonist (who was also robbed of everything he 
possessed last year and nearly killed) until their own was comm- 
pleted, which is situated on the river Chaneo, about 24 or 
3 leagues from Traiguen. Mr. Cockett, the above-mentioned 
colonist (a gentlemanly and apparently well-educated man, 
having kept a boys’ school in England) having finished his house 
and removed all his belongings in the way of clothing, We. to his 
own house, remained alone in the house that night for the purpose 
of taking care of his property, his wife and boy remaining at the 
other colonist’s house for the night. About midnight he was 
aroused by fonr men on foot breaking into his house, when he 
was at once stunned by a blow on the head, gagged and his 
hands tied behind him; the thieves then carried off everything 
out of his house, leaving him perfectly destitute. The object of 
my writing to you is this, that these facts should be published, 
for I feel convinced that not one quarter of the atrocities 
committed in the south are ever published or even heard of 
elsewhere. 

“Tt seems incomprehensible that the Government of Chili 
should bring out all these unsuspecting colonists and place them 
unprotected in regions infested by robbers and murderers. 

“Why is there not a small fort placed in the midst of the 
colonies with a few cavalry soldiers who could be called out at 
any moment ? 

* At the present time there is a band of brigands well armed 
with carbines, and mounted on good horses, headed by a man 
named Mendoza, formerly an assassin, but until recently one of 
the Concepcion secret police ; he has lately deserted, and headed 
this band which is now the terror of the south. 

« How is it that such things are allowed to continue in a country 
that professes to be civilised ? 

“It is heart-rending to tal to some of the colonists and hear 
from them how they have been robbed of their animals, &e. ; the 
poor creatures get disheartened, for they cannot work with any 
pleasure, knowing whatever they may have will in all probability 
be stolen from them. Of course there are some colonists who 
are very happy and contented, never having lost anything, but 
— _—_ the day they least expect it they will be attacked and 
robbed. 


“I think it quite time that all these things should be known 
in Europe, and intending emigrants put on their guard, 

“TI could give you any amount of facts of murders and robberies 
which have taken place in the vicinity of Traiguen, but | am 
afraid it would occupy too much of your valuable time in the 
perusal of them, but if you wish it I shall only be too glad to 
contribute at times little articles to your paper . 
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The following is a copy of the printed hand-bill referred to t 
Mr. Newman :— 


Free Emigration to Chili, South America. 


Beautiful climate, unsurpassed soil. 

Plentiful supply of pure water. 

Spacious harbours, plenty of cod and halibut. 
Fishing banks, and deep-sea fishing. 


Government Free Gifts. 


A free passage to settler and family, 100 acres of ground ready 
for the plough, valued at 307/. 8s. LOd. 

Advanees payable, sithout interest, beginning at the fourth year, 
by instaiments. 

Oxen, houses, timber, implements, seeds, Ge., and 3/, monthly 
Sor first year. 

Mr. W. MeDonald, Commissioner for the Government, will 
meet intending settlers at 

Parties at a distance may correspond by letter addressed to 
367, Caledonia Road, South Side, Glasgow. 


CauTiIOn TO Owners AND Masters or GRAIN- LADEN 
Sues. 


‘The following official notice, signed by the Assistant Secretary, 
has been issued by the Marine Department, Board of Trade : — 

« At the Sheriff Court, Edinburgh, on the 7th of January 1889, 
the owner of a British steamship and also the master of the same 
vessel were charged with a contravention of sections 3 and 4 
of the Merchant Shipping (Carriage of Grain) Act, 1880, in 
having allowed bulk grain other than in feeders to be carried in 
the vessel’s "tween decks. 

« Both pleaded ¢ guilty, and were each fined in the mitigated 
penalty of 2/. 10s. and 10s, costs. The Act imposes a penalty not 
exceeding 300/.” 


List oF Raimway COMPANIES WHICH HAVE DEPOSITED 
REVISED CLASSIFICATIONS AND SCHEDULES OF MAXtmuM 
RATES AND CHARGES UNDER SECTION 24 OF THE 
Rartway AnD Canat Trarric Act, 1888, 


The following is alist of the railway companies which had 
deposited, up to the 6th March, revised classifications of mer- 
chandise traffic and schedules of maximum rates and charges 
applicable thereto, under section 24 of the Railway and Canal 
Traftic Act, 1S88 
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England and Wales— 

Cambrian ; Corris ; Eastern and Midlands ; Felixstowe Railway 
and Dock; Furness; Garstang and Knot End; Great Eastern ; 
Great Northern; Great Western; Isle of Wight Central; Lanca- 
shire and Yorkshire ; Llanelly and Mynydd Mawr; London and 
North-Western ; London and South-Western ; London, Brighton, 
and South Coast: London, Chatham, and Dover; London, 
‘Tilbury, and Southend ; Manchester, Sheffield, and Lincolshire ; 
Maryport and Carlisle; Midland; Neath and Brecon; North 
London: North-Eastern; North Staffordshire; North Wales 
Narrow Gauge; Pembroke and Tenby : Ravenglass and Eskdale : 
Rhondda and Swansea Bay; Rhymney; South Eastern: Severn 
and Wye and Severn Bridge; Taff Vale. 

Scotland—— 

Ayrshire and Wigtownshire ; Caledonian; Glasgow and South- 
Western ; Great North of Scotland; Highland; North British. 

Treland— 

Ballyeastle; Ballymena and Larne; Belfast and County 
Down; Belfast and Northern Counties; Cork and Macroom ; 
Cork, Bandon, and South Coast ; Cork, Blackrock, and Passage ; 
Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford; Enniskillen, Bundoran, and 
Sligo; Finn Valley ; Great Northern of Ireland ; Great Southern 
and Western; Londonderry and Lough Swilly ; Midland Great 
Western; Sligo, Leitrim, and Northern Counties ; Waterford 
avd Central Jreland ; Waterford and Limerick. 


Nortu Sea Liquor TraFric. 

The Board of Trade have received, though the Secretary of 
Staite for Foreign Affairs, a despatch from Her Majesty's 
Ambassador at Berlin, intimating that the Bill for giving effect in 
Germany to the International Convention of November 1887 
passed the Reichstag on the 4th February last, and is now 
law. 


TENDERS FOR SUPPLYING THE Evectrric LIGHT IN Soria. 


Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General at Sofia reports that 
the municipality of that capital has decided to light the streets of 
the town and the Ministries, consisting of 10 houses, with about 
20 rooms in each, with electric light. ‘Tenders for that purpose 
will be received by the municipality of Sofia, up to the 13th of 
April, and it is desirable that communications should be made in 
French or German if possible. 


TeNDERS FOR STORES REQUIRED FOR THE KUROPEAN 
ComMISSION OF THE DANUBE. 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, a copy of a despatch, dated the 
February, from Her Majesty's Commissioner on the European 
Commission of the Danube at Galatz, in which it is stated that 


256 BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 


the following advertisement has been inserted in the local papers, 
viz. :— 

“On the Ist-13th of April 1889, at 2 p.m., tenders for the 
supply of the material and articles required by the European 
Commission of the Danube, will be opened at the Central Cash 
Office of the Commission at Galatz. 

«Tenders are invited for the different material required for the 
engineering works, medicines, and other supplies for the Sailors’ 
Hospital at Sulina, stationery and printing for the different offices 
fire-wood, and timber. 

“ Lists of the articles required, samples, and a statement of the 
conditions of supply are deposited at the Central Cash Office at 
Galatz, and at the office of the resident engineer and the 
Navigation Cash Office at Sulina.” 

Lists of the articles required and samples of the stationery can 
also be seen at the offices of the Board of Trade, Whitehall 
Gardens, S.W., between the hours of 12 and 4. 


TERMINATION OF ComMeERCIAL TREATY BETWEEN GREAT 
SRITAIN AND SERVIA. 


A communication, dated the 28th February last, has been 
received from the Foreign Office, to the effect that the Servian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs has addressed a note to Her Majesty’s 
Minister at Belgrade, announcing that the Servian Government 
give thereby the notification required by Article 14 of the Treaty 


of Commerce between Great Britain and Servia, signed at Nisch 
(7th February) 1880, to terminate the said treaty, which will 
accordingly expire on the 18th May 1890. 


STATE OF THE SKILLED LABOUR MARKET. 

The following memorandum has been prepared for the Journal 
by the Labour Correspondent to the Board of Trade :-- 

The general state of the skilled labour market, as indicated by 
the reports of the principal trade unions, continues to be highly 
satisfactory, and in most trades employment is still improving or 
remains steady, while rates of remuneration are still on the 
ascending scale. ‘This is, again, especially true of the shipbuilding 
and engineering trades, which in their turn throw a large number 
of subsidiary industries into a state of contagious activity. 
Important, therefore, as are those leading trades in themselves, 
they are but the producers of the finished ‘article, the raw material 
for which is supplied by other departments of labour which 
at first sight would appear to have little connexion with either 
shipbuilding or engineering. The coal and metal trades in all 
their branches are ‘the first { to be put in motion by orders for new 
shipping, and, gradually, the demand for material spreads until 
thousands of workers are called into a state of activity, who are 
not at all generally supposed to be dependent upon the trades 
which conduct the final processes of manufacture. Never, except 


BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 257 


in the wonderfully busy period comprised within the years 
1881-82-83, has the shipbuilding trade been so active as it is at 
present, and the number of men fully employed in it is now very 
nearly equal to the figures of that time. The great society 
which represents the iron shipbuilders has now a membership of 
27,500, and of these only 1:8 per cent. are returned as out of 
work, Taking the societies of all the principal branches of the 
engineering trades connected, more or less directly, with ship- 
building, we have a total of 80,803 members, and of these 
the proportion of unemployed is not more than 2°5 per cent. 
For the season of the year this figure is unusually low, and is 
certainly in marked contrast to the return for the corresponding 
month of Jast year, when the per-centage was about seven for 
these branches. So great, in fact, has heen the demand for men 
in these trades, on the north-east coast especially, that in some 
departments a positive scarcity of hands has been experienced. 

Bad as the weather has been during February, the building 
trades already begin to show signs of improvement, and with the 
advance of spring, will doubtless develop considerable activity. 
The change for the better in those departments of labvur is as 
yet very slight, being indicated in figures only by a decrease in 
the proportion of unemployed from 6°7 to 6-4 during the month. 
Small as this is, however, it is an extremely hopeful sign for the 
building trades. 

The coal and general iron trades may be bracketed together as 
well employed, and the number of men engaged therein who 
cannot find work at present is infinitesimally small. The cabinet- 
making trade is but moderate, although there are indications of 
improvement, and fewer men are on the books of the trade 
societies of this industry. 

In the provinces the printing trade is not to be described as 
better than moderate, but in London the opening of the Parlia- 
mentary session has caused a considerable change for the better. 
The textile trades remain very quiet, and the numbers out of 
work form from 4 to 5 per cent. of the whole. 

Altogether 17 trade societies have reported on the state of 
their respective labour markets. Of these four may be classed 
as “very good,” six as “ good,” and seven as “moderate.” A total 
membership of 174,519 is accounted for, of whom 4,831 are out 
of work, as against 5,363 for the previous month. The propor- 
tion now is 2°8 per cent. not employed, as against 3*l1 a month 
ago. If the various sections of the coal and general iron trade 
could have been included in these returns, the per-centage of 
re would be very much less than even this low 
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I1.—QUARANTINE NOTICES. 


NETHERLANDs. 


According to a despatch, dated 10th February, from Her 
Majesty’s Minister at The Hague, Rio de Janeiro has been declared 
infected, by the Minister of the Interior, owing to the prevalence 
of yellow fever there. 

A despatch, dated 15th February, from Her Majesty’s Minister 
at The Hague, states that, in consequence of the cessation of 
yellow fever at Santa Cruz de Palma (Island of Palma), quaran- 
tine regulatons have been cancelled. 


PoORruGAL. 


The following is a copy of a telegram, dated 21st February, 
from Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon :—* Ports Rio Janeiro 
** and Para continue to be considered infected with yellow fever. 
* All other ports in Brazil suspected from January Ist.” 


CANARY ISLANDS. 


A telegram, dated Ist March, from Consul Dupuis, at ‘Tenerifle, 
rays :—* La Palma officially announced free from yellow fever. 
Ships free pratique.” 


TURKEY. 


A despatch, dated 16tii February, from iler Majesty's 
sador at Constantinople, states that the quarantine measures 
against yellow fever, applied to arrivals from the Canary Islands 
in December last, have been suppressed. 


The following is a copy of a telegram, dated 15th February, 
from Her Majesty's Consul at Alexandria:—* Bombay released 
from quarantine.” 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 

A despatch, dated 7th January, has been received from Her 
Majesty’s Minister at Buenos Ayres, enclosing the following copy 
of a resolution adopted by the National Board of Health, respect- 
ing quarantine on vessels arriving from Brazilian ports :— 
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The National Health Department resolves :— 


Ist. To impose a quarantine of disinfection of two days as a 
minimum, to be reckoned from the hour at which the health viait 
is received in an Argentine port, or in that of Monte Video, on 
vessels arriving from, or which may have touched at ports of the 
Brazilian Empire declared suspected. 

2nd, Steam vessels which have undergone disinfection during 
their passage in presence of an Argentine or Uruguayan sanitary 
inspector, shall not be subject to quarantine, provided they are 
found to be in good sanitary condition. 

3rd. Vessels which have touched at the port of Rio de Janeiro, 
declared suspected, and which bring with them a certificate from 
the Argentine sanitary inspector residing at the said port, whereby 
it is shown that they have performed their operations in quaran- 
tine under the vigilance of the said inspector, in accordance with 
the stipulations of the Sanitary Convention, shall not undergo 
quarantine, 

A despatch, dated 15th January, has been received trom [ler 
Majesty’s Minister at Buenos Ayres, enclosing the following 
translations of decrees recently issued on the subject of quarantine 
in the Argentine Republic :— 


Department of Foreign Affairs, Buenos Ayres, 
January 10, 1889. 
Yellow fever having widely developed itself in the city of 


Rio de Janeiro, in accordance with the provisions of the 
Sanitary Convention of the 25th of November, which are now in 
force, the Vice-President of the Republic at present exercising 
executive authority, decrees :— 

Article 1. The port of Rio de Janeiro is hereby pronounced to 
be infected, and all vessels thence proceeding are subject to the 
rigorous quarantine established by the aforesaid Convention. 


Buenos Ayres, January 11, 1889. 

From this date, vessels proceeding from the port of Rio de 
Janeiro are subject to strict quarantine (“a las cuarintinas de 
rigor”), in conformity with what is stipulated in the International 
Sanitary Convention. 

For vessels proceeding from the remaining ports situated in 
Southern Brazil, which are pronounced “ suspected ” by a decree, 
dated the 10th January, the quarantine of observation established 
by the above Sanitary Convention, remains in force. 

The quarantines will be reckoned from the date of the health 
visit in the ports of the Republic, or in that of Monte Video, on 
such steam vessels as have no sanitary inspector on board, and on 
those which may have taken such inspector on beard in Brazil, 
from the day on which they left the last Brazilian port, if during 
their voyage no cases of exotic disease shall have supervened. 

The operations of landing and embarking cargo may be per- 
formed in quarantine until the period allotted to such quarantine 
reach its close. 
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Sanitary visits to infected and suspected vessels arriving from 
Brazil shall be carried into effect by medical officers attached to 
© Lazaretos,” and shall be performed in small steam vessels in 
quarantine. 

Such steam vessels as shall restrict themselves in the port of 
Rio de Janeiro to an exchange of postal matter and to performing 
their operations in quarantine without taking passengers on board, 
and which bring with them a certificate signed by Doctor Berdier, 
the sanitary inspector, shall be exempt from quarantine. 


Urvuevay. 


A despatch, dated 10th February, from Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Monte Video, states that the sanitary board, by a decree issued 
on the 8th February, have ordered that arrivals from Rio de Janeiro 
at this and other Uruguayan ports shall be subject to 10 days’ 
sanitary observation. Vessels arriving from more southern ports 
of Brazil will have to be disinfected at Flores Island. 
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ILLEGAL COLLECTION OF LETTERS FOR TRANSMISSION ABROAD 
BY PrivaTE STEAMERsS. 


The Postmaster-General having been informed that Jetters not 
exempted from the exclusive rights conferred upon the Post 
Office by law are collected for the purpose of being forwarded by 
vessels out of this country otherwise than by post, and are for- 
warded together with and as being letters of shippers of goods 
on board such vessels, although this is not their real character, 
notice is given that any such collection is illegal, and that any 
person collecting or forwarding such letters renders himself liable 
to the penalties provided by the Post Office Acts for such 
offences. 


ORANGE FREE Strate, British BECHUANALAND, AND SOUTH 
ArricaAN Repusiic (TRANSVAAL). (RAtEs OF PosTAGE 
BY THE LONG SEA Route AND vid LisBon.) 


Correspondence for the Orange Free State, British Bechuana- 
land, and the South African Republic (Transvaal), 1s despatched 
from London, with the mails for the Cape of Good Hope, every 
Friday morning vié Dartmouth and vid Southampton alternately, 
and every Saturday morning with the supplementary mails vid 
Lisbon. For the Transvaal, correspondence is also sent by the 
longer route of Natal. 

The rates of postage are as follows :— 


Orange Free State and British Bechuanaland. 
By long sea route— 

For letters, 6d. the 4 0z.; for newspapers, ld. the 4 ozs. for 
each newspaper ; for packets of books, printed papers, patterns, 
or samples, not weighing over 1 0z., ld.; over 1 oz. but 
not over 2 ozs., 2d.; over 2 ozs. but not over 4 ozs., 3d.; 
every additional 4 ozs., 3d.; registration fee for all classes of 
correspondence, 2¢. 

By Lisbon route— 

For letters, 8d. the 4 0z.; for newspapers, 2d. the 4 ozs. for 
each newspaper ; for packets of books, printed papers, patterns, 
or samples, not weighing over 1 oz., 1}d.; over 1 oz. but 
not over 2 ozs., 3d.; over 2 ozs. but not over 4 ozs., 4d.; 
every additional 4 ozs., 4d.; registration fee for all classes of 
correspondence, 2d, 

South African Republic (Transvaal), 
By long sea route— 
Vid. Cape~-- 

For letters, 6d. the } 0z.; for newspapers, Id. the 4 ozs. for 
each newspaper; for packets of books, printed papers, 
patterns, or samples, not weighing over 1 0z., 1d.; over 
1 oz. but not over 2 ozs., 2d.; over 2 ozs. but not over 4 ozs., 
3d.; every additional 4 ozs. 3d.; registration fee for all 
classes of correspondence. 2d. 
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Vid Natal-- 

For letters, 4d. the } oz. ; for newspapers, 1d. the 4 ozs. lor 
each newspaper; for packets of books, printed papers, 
-pautterns, or samples, not weighing over 1 oz, ld.; over 
1 oz. but not over 2 ozs., 2; over 2 ozs. but not over 4 ozs., 
3d.; every additional 4 ozs., 3d.; registration fee for all 
classes of correspondence, 2d. 


By Lisbon route— 
Vid Cape— 

For letters, Sd. the 4 0z.; for newspapers, 2d. the 4 ozs. for 
ach newspaper; for packets of books, printed papers, 
patterns, or samples, not weighing over 1 oz, 14d.; over 
1 oz. but not over 2 ozs., 3d. ; over 2 ozs. but not over 4 ozs., 
4d.; every additional 4 ozs., 4d.; registration fee for all 
classes of correspondence, 2d. 

Vid Natal-- 

For letters, 6d. the 4 oz. ; for newspapers, 2d. the 4 ozs. for 
each newspaper; for packets of books, printed papers, 
patterns, or samples, not weighing over 1 0z, 14d. ; over 
1 oz. but not over 2 ozs., 3d. ; over 2 ozs. but not over 4 ozs., 
4d.; every additional 4 oz: 4d.; registration fee for all 
classes of correspondence, 2d. 

Unpaid and insufficiently paid correspondence is charged with 

additional postage on delivery. 


ExtTeNsiOn OF MONEY ORDER SysrEM TO ORANGE FREE 
STATE, SoutH 


Money orders may now be obtained at any money order oftice 
in the United Kingdom, payable at certain offices in the Orange 
Free State, a list of which may be consulted at any money order 
office. 

Every such money order should be forwarded direct to the 
payee tor presentation at the office of payment, where the amount 
in sterling money (or its equivalent in the currency of the Orange 
Free State) will be paid. 

The rate of commission is that chargeable for money orders on 
other places abroad, viz.:—For sums not above 2/., 6d. ; for sums 
above 2/. and not exceeding 5/, 1s.; for sums above 5/. and not 
exceeding 71, 1s. 6d.; for sums above 7/. and not exceeding 
10, 2s. 

The issue of money orders in the Orange Free State on the 
United Kingdom is now also in operation. 


| 
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Brazit AND THE River (Temporary ALTERATION 
OF MAIL SERVICE.) 


In consequence of quarantine restrictions, the fortnightly mail 
packets of the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company cannot, for 
the present, touch both at Brazilian and at River Plate ports. 

Arrangements have therefore been made under which the packets 
leaving Southampton on the 14th and 28th of March and 11th of 
April will carry mails to Brazilian ports only. 

The River Plate mails will be conveyed by separate steamers 
leaving Southampton on the 21st of March and 18th of April, 
and proceed direct from St. Vincent, Cape Verd, to Monte Video 
and Buenos Ayres. The mails will thus reach those ports about. 
the same time as they would have done if sent by the regular 
packets of the 14th of March and 11th of April. 

In addition to the regular mails embarked at Southampton as 
above indicated, supplementary mails will be forwarded rid Lisbon 
on the following morning in eack case, and also on the Saturday 
morning, on the chance of overtaking the packet at Lisbon; but 
no correspondence will be thus forwarded unless specially super- 
scribed vid Lisbon. 


MAILs FoR THE West COAST OF AFRICA. 


The following statement shows the principal ports at which the 
mail packets, leaving Liverpool every Saturday for the West 
Coast of Africa, will cali on each voyage up to the end of 
June 1889 :—- 

On every voyage :—Grand Canary, Sierra Leone, Sherbro, 
Kroo Coast, Cape Coast Castle, Accra, Lagos, Forcados. 

On the voyages of March 23, 30, April 13, 20, May 4, 11, 25, 
June 1, 15, 22 :—-Madeira, Teneriffe. 

On the voyages of March 16, 23, April 6, 13, 27, May 4, 
18, 25, June 8, 15, 29 :—Salt Pond. 

On the voyages of March 16, April 6, 27, May 18, June 8, 29: 
—Goree, Dakar, Bathurst (Gambia), Monrovia, Grand Bassa, 
Half Jack, Grand Bassam, Addah, Quitta, Jellah Coffee. 

On the voyages of March 30, April 20, May 11, June 1, 22: 
—Benin or Forcados, Brass, New Calabar. 

On the voyages of March 23, April 18, May 4, 25, June 15: 
~—Akassa, Opobo. 

Mails will be forwarded as opportunities offer to Ahgwey, 
Anamaboe, Appam, Assinie, Axim, Bageida, Bay Beach, Cape 
Palmas, Chama, Danoe, Dix Cove, Elmina, Grand Popo, Isles 
do Los, Lavanal, Little Popo, Porto Seguro, Pram Pram, 
Secondee, Sinoe, Sulymah, Whydah, and Winnebah ; but these 
places are not included in the adove table, as the dates on which 
os West Coast packets will call at them cannot be fixed in 
advance. 
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IV.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


Russia. 


Increase of Import Duties on Rolling Stock for Railways 
and Tramways. 


A despatch, dated the 21st February last, has been received 
from Sir R. B. D. Morier, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at 
St. Petersburg, transmitting an extract from the Journal de 
St. Pétersbourg, increasing the import duties on rolling stock for 
railways, as contained in section 236 of the Russian Customs 
Tariff, as follows 

1. Platform cars and coal trucks are to be cleared at 160 
roubles silver per axle, instead of 82 r. 50 copecks as formerly. 

2. Goods vans and cistern cars.—Duty, 240 r. per axle, instead 
of 121 r. 

3. Passenger railway carriages, third class, including mail 
cars and luggage vans. — Duty, 300 r. per axle, instead of 
192 r. 50 

4. Second and third-class composite carriages.—Duty, 330 r. 
per axle, instead of 247 r. 50 c. 

5. Second-class carriages.— Duty, 355 r. per axle, instead of 
247 r. 50 ¢. as hitherto. 

6. Hirst and second-class composite carriages—Duty, 410 r. 
per axle, instead of 302 r. 50 ec. 

7. First-class carriages—Duty, 465 r. per axle, instead of 
357 

8. Two-horse tramway cars.—Duty, 340 r. per car, instead of 
220 r. 

9. One-horse tramway cars.—Duty, 250 r. per car, instead of 
165 r. 


FINLAND. 


Modification of Import Duties on Tobacco, 


Note—--Mark = 100 penni = 9,5,d. Kilogramme = 2-204 Ibs, 


0 
avoirdupois. 


A report, dated the 26th January last, has been received from 
Mr. Charles J. Cooke, British Vice-Consul at Helsingfors, stating 
that, according to a decree of the Imperial Finnish Senate, the 


| 
| 
‘| 
i} 
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duty on the various kinds of tobacco imported into Finland has 
been fixed till January Ist, 1892, as follows :-— 
Manufactured tobacco :— 
Leaf (with or without stalk) imported from Russia, 35 marks 
per 100 kilograrmmes. 
Stalk from Russia, 17 m. per 100 kilos. 
Leaf (with or without stalk) from other countries, 100 m., 
per 100 kilos. 
Stalk from other countries, 50 m. per 100 kilos. 


Manufactured tobacco from all countries :— 

Smoking, cut or spun, also in rings or cakes, 2 m. 30 penni 
per kilog. 

Ground tobacco or snuff, 2 m. 80 penni per kilog. 

Cigars or cut tobacco, wrapped in leaves, 4 m. 70 penni 
per kilog. 

Cigarettes or cut tobacco, wrapped in paper, 4° m. 
70 penni per kilog. 

Tobacco juice (brissing), 35 m. per 100 kilos, 


THe NETHERLANDS. 
Customs Classification of Antipyrine. 


According to the Moniteur Belge for the Ist February last, 
the Netherlands Customs authorities have decided that antipyrine 
is free from import duty, whatever may be the nature of the 
package in which it is imported. 


FRANCE. 
Recent Customs Decisions. 


Note.—Kilog. = 2°204 lbs. avoirdupois. Frane = 9,5, 
Hectolitre = 22 Imp. gallons, 


A report, dated the Ist February last, has been received from 
Mr. J. A. Crowe, Her Majesty’s Commercial Attaché at Paris, 
enclosing copies of circulars recently issued by the French 
Customs Department, respecting the classification of articles in 
the Customs Tariff and the application of the Customs law of 
France. 

Circular No, 932 withdraws the privilege hitherto granted to 
importers of lard mixed with less than 25 per cent. of cotton-oil 
to pay duty on the mixture in proportion only to the weight of 
the oil, From the Ist of May next, lard mixed with any quantity 
of cotton oil will be charged 6 francs per 100 kilos, like pure 
vegetable oils (autres). 
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Circular No. 933 assimilates a substance called kolatina, made 
of cocoa, syrup, loney, sugar, and kola, to chocolate, at the duty 
of 98 francs 40 cents per 160 kilos. 

Circular No. 934 reduces the number of volatile essences 
requiring certificates of origin to 10, viz.: Essences of bitter 
almonds, cinnamon, cloves, bergamot, lemon of Portugal, lavender, 
thyme, bigarade, mint, and marjoram. 

Cireular No. 1,957 requires that importers should distinguish in 
their declarations between vinegar made from wine or pyroligneous 
acid and vinegar derived from an alcoholic base. The latter 
will not only be charged with the ordinary Excise and Customs 
due leviable on vinegar, but with a “duty of denaturation” of 
37 franes per hectolitre. 


New Rules respecting Fines for False Declarations against 
Travellers, Importers, and Ships’ Crews. 

A further report, dated the 11th February last, has been 
received from Mr. J. A. Crowe, enclosing a circular just 
issued by the Department of French Customs, in reference 
to fines tor false declarations or offences of a similar character 
alleged against travellers, importers, and ships’ crews. Hitherto 
fines for false declaration have been mostly under 1,000 frances. 
The penalty inflicted at the Custom house of arrival was subject 
to revision by the central authority. The new process curtails 
the chances of appeal. But, on the other hand, by making the 
original penalty final, it secures the importer against the surprise 
of having a tine increased six months after its first infliction. 
The new measure is only tentative and fixed for a period of one 
year from the lst of March. The Directors of Custom houses 
are authorised to decide with respect to the following cases :— 

Offences alleged against travellers. 

Those resulting from searches made on board ship and 
attributable to the crew. 

Smuggling. 

Obstruction to Customs searchers. 

The omissions and discrepancies in manifests. 

False declarations of nature, quality, or origin, when the 
offence is acknowledged by the interested party before recourse 
is had to experts, or when the penalties incurred (fine and con- 
fiseation) are less than J,000 frances. 


The Shipping of Crews on Board Vessels Fitted out in French 
Ports for the Cod Fishery at St, Pierre and Miquelon, and 
the Newfoundland Coast. 


According to adecree of the French President, published in the 
Journal Officiel of the 19th February last, the minimum number 
of crews for ships despatched from French ports for the cod 
fishery at St. Pierre and Miquelon, on the coast of Newfoundland 
and at the Grand Banc, is determined under the following 
conditions :— 


TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS, 267 


For crews intended for the cod fishery either at St. Pierre and 
Miquelon, or on the coast of Newfoundland :— 

At least 30 men, if the ship is of 142 tons or above.’ 

At least 25 men, if the tonnage of the vessel is from 90 to 
142 tons. 

At least 20 men, if the tonnage of the ship is less than 90 tons. 


For crews intended for the fishery on the Grand Bane :;—— 


At least 30 men, if the ship’s tonnage is 142 tons and above 
At least 25 men for ships under 142 tons. 


FRANCE AND ALGERIA 


Reservation of Navigation between the two Countries to the 
French Flag. 


A report, dated the 5th February last, has been received from 
Mr. J. A. Crowe, Her Majesty’s Commercial Attaché at Paris 
with reference to the subject of French legislation for the reser- 
vation of navigation between France and Algeria to vessels 
carrying the French flag. The following is an extract from the 
report in question :— 

* A law which was voted by the Chamber of Deputies yeater- 
day (February 4th), but which still requires the sanction of the 
Senate, will, if passed in both houses, repeal Article 9 of the 
law of May 12, 1866, which enacts that the navigation of ships 
between Algeria and France is open to the flags of all nations. 

« The new law declares that the navigation of ships between 
France and Algiers is reserved entirely for the French flag. 

“ But the enactment must for the present remain inoperative, 
except for powers like Italy, which have no most-favoured nation 
convention with France. The treaty of October 31, 1881, between 
France and Belgium, and the treaty of February 6, 1882, between 
France and Spain, secure to those powers till february 1, 1892, 
the right of navigation between France and Algeria, which Great 
Britain likewige enjoys under the French law of February 27, 
1882, According to the latest navigation returns for 1887, trade 
is mostly now carried on between French and Algerine ports by 
French vessels, viz. 

“ Entries into Algiers from France : 

** French, 1,368 ships and 1,095,017 tons. 
* Foreign, 105 ships and 43,943 tons. 

“ Entries into France from Algiers: 

* French, 1,748 ships and 1,379,645 tons, 
* Foreign, 85 ships and 22,423 tons.” 
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France.—St. Prerre M1QUELON. 


Increase of Import Duty on Foreign Goods. 


A despatch, dated the 17th February last, has been received 
from the Earl of Lytton, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris, 
enclosing copy of a Presidential decree, raising the duties on 
foreign goods imported into St. Pierre and Miquelon as follows :— 

“Foreign goods imported into the islands of St. Pierre and 
Miquelon which were formerly dutiabie at the rate of 2 per cent. ad 
valorem, will pay, up to the 31st December 1889, a supplementary 
import duty of 2 per cent. Craft known as * doris’ of foreign 
origin will pay, in addition to the Customs duties, a fixed import 
duty of 5 francs,” 


SWITZERLAND. 


Classification of Articles in Customs Tariff. 
Note.—-Frane = 9-£,d. Quintal = 220°4 Ibs. avoir. 


10 

The following decisions affecting the classification of articles in 
the Swiss Customs Tariff have recently been given by the Swiss 
Customs authorities :— 

Compressed sulphurous acid, in cylinders of wrought iron. 
—Category 9a. Duty, 7 frs. per quintal. 

Planks of beech wood for flooring, simply sawn or split, of any 
length.—Category 54a. Duty, 70 cents per quintal. 

There should be included in the new Category No. 65a only the 
furniture or finished parts of furniture, of common bent wood: 
polished, varnished, &c., but not parts of furniture, such as the 
backs of chairs, bottoms of seats, legs of chairs, &c., unprepared ; 
that is to say, neither polished nor varnished. They are dutiable 
at a rate of 4 frs. per quintal, according to Category 63. The 
words in the text of Category 65a “or unprepared ” should 
therefore be taken out. 

In Category 89, the following are also excepted, besides those 
of leather: the rough parts of shoes of every kind of card-ieather 
(Category 275}, wood (Category 63), and those which are 
otherwise enumerated, by reason of the material of which they 
are made. 

* Diaphanies” (pictures on glass or gelatine).—Category 100. 
Duty, 30 frs. per quintal. 

Tron pegs (for shoes, &c.).—Category 130. Duty, 7 frs. per 
quintal. 

All cotton tissues, figured, whether they are unbleached, 
bleached, or manufactured of dyed or printed yarn.—Category 
287b. Duty, 16 frs. per quintal. 

Halters of cord—Category 307. Duty, 16 frs. per quintal. 


ty 
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The decision published at p. 140 of the Board of Trade 
Journal for February, viz., that porcelain insulators should be 
included in Category 407, and pay a duty of 2 frs. per quintal, 
has since been cancelled. 


ITALY. 
Customs Decisions 


Note—-Lire = 9,6,d. Quintal = 220-4 lbs. avoirdupois. 
Hectogramme = 3°53 oz. 

The Leeds Chamber of Commerce in October last communi- 
cated a letter to the Foreign Office, asking that the attention of 
the Italian Customs authorities might be drawn to the following 
facts respecting the classification of mixed tissues in the Italian 
Customs Tariff :— 

«* According to the new Customs Tariff of Italy, mixed tissues 
under the heading of woven manufactures— cotton—which contain 
less than 50 per cent. of wool* ‘pay duty according to the 
quality of the tissue, with 20 lire per 100 kilos. additional,’ the 
tissue which predominates in weight being the one in respect of 
which duty is payable. 

“ The goods in question have been manufactured with a view 
of coming under the above provisions of the tariff, and contracts 
have been entered into accordingly for the supply of these and 
similar goods. The warp is made of cotton only, and the weft of 
a mixture of cotton and wool in such proportion that cotton 
predominates. 

« The exporter declared the goods according to tariff as 
follows :— 

Lire. 


On unbleached cotton containing 27 elementary 
threads or less - - - per 100 kilos. 62 

Dyed or woven in colours - é 

Containing less than 50 per cent. of wool ,, 


” 


Total - - 


“ The Custom house officials have, however, charged duty on 
these goods as a tissue of carded wool at the rate of 200 lire per 
100 kilos., and have imposed a fine of 42 lire 58 ¢., or altogether 
a total excess of 18/. 17s. 6d., which has been paid under protest. 

“ In the opinion of the Foreign Trade and Tariffs Committee 
of the Council of the Chamber, the above-mentioned facts admit 
of no doubt that the goods skould be classed as cotton pre- 
dominant. We therefore request that the consent of the Italian 
Custom house officials may be obtained to the admittance of 


* See p. 144 of the Board of Trade Journal for February 1888. 
B 2 
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similar goods in future according to the stipulated rates of the 
tariff.” 

After consideration of the subject the Italian Customs autho- 
rities have given the following decision :— 

“The controversy between the Naples Custom house and the 
firm: Persico Giovanni’ respecting the Customs classification of 
certain cotton tissues mixed with wool ina degree of less than 
50 per cent. has been decided on the basis of a judgment of the 
Consulting College of Experts in a sense favourable to the party 
interested, and in accordance with the arguments advanced by the 
Chamber of Commerce of Leeds.” 


Mr. J. G. Kennedy, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’ Affaires at Rome. 
in reply to a query as to whether the above decision given by the 
Board of Customs experts in regard to the question of the 
classification of mixed tissues may be taken as conclusive answers 
in the affirmative, and adds that the Director-General of Customs 
has always impressed upon him that the decisions of the Board of 
Experts are final and without appeal, snd that the only way to 
obtain such decisions is by a controy rsy with Jocal Customs 
authorities, which can always be referred, accompanied by samples 
of the article in dispute, to the judgment of the Board of Customs 
Experts at Rome. 

In interpretation of the headings “No. 206a/b1” and 
“No, 206ab 2” of the Italian Customs Tariff which refer to 
manufactured iron and steel (“di seconda fabbricazione”’) in 
articles made chiefly of iron or steel, great or small, in goods 
planed, filed, turned, drilled, &c., in only a very small part or 
over the whole or a large part of their surface, the Consultative 
Council of Experts has recently established the following rule :— 

“In the class of articles planed, filed, turned, drilled, &c., 
only in the least or a small part of their surface, are to be 
included those iron and steel goods only which have been but 
little altered from their primitive state; from the state, that is, of 
raw iron, by having undergone after casting or plating some 
operation not sufficient to produce from it a complex and 
completed article. 

“Qn the other hand, in the class of articles planed, filed, 
chiselled, &c., over the whole or a large part of their surface, are 
to be comprised those iron or steel goods which have undergone 
over the whole or a large part of their surface that operation of 
whatever kind which has determined their passing into the class 
of manufactured iron and steel (‘di seconda fabbricazione ’), 
notwithstanding that such operation may have been effected 
otherwise than by plane, file, lathe, or drill, since the ‘ &c.’ which 
in the tariff follows the words ‘ planed, filed, pierced,’ indicates 
precisely any other operation of whatever kind.” 

Under heading “ No. 2014” can only be classed those objects 
of cast iron which, after casting—with the exception of the 
detaching of the joining of the casting—have not undergone even 
the slightest operation. 
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Classification of Articles in Customs Tariff. 


The following decisions affecting the classification of articles in 
the Italian Customs Tariff have also recently been given by the 
Italian Customs authorities :— 

Westinghouse mechanism.--- Category 226m. Duty, 10 lire per 
quintal. 

Axle-trees for ordinary carriages, provided with movable boxes. 
—Category a (2). Duty, 13°50 lire per quintal. 

Buttons covered with cotton tissue mixed with a little wool._— 
Category 113. Duty, 150 lire per quintal. 

Boilers for steam-engines, with accessories. —Category (2. 
Duty, 12 lire per quintal. 

Cardboard for packages mixed with a light’ tissue and varnished so 
as to make it waterproof.—Category 183f. Duty, 8 lire per quintal. 

Emery paper.—Category 183f Duty, 8 lire per quintal. 

Keys, for stringing instruments, of iron.—Category 210d (1). 
Duty, 17°50 lire per quintal. 

Cordage of iron wire—Category 206) (2). Duty, 17°50 lire 
per quintal. 

Metal strings for pianofortes.—Category 333. Duty, 80 lire 
per quintal. 

Small leather pads for bits —-Category 197). Duty, 120 lire 
per quintal. 

Ice safes—Category 165a (3). Duty, 60 lire per quintal. 

India-rubber in sheets covered with asbestos and metallic cloth. 
—Category 334e. Duty, 60 lire per quintal. 

Tron grates for boilers.—Category 2014 (2). Duty, 5 lire per 
quintal. 

Hand lanterns of brass, with reflectors of silvered copper.— 
Category 211/. Duty, 120 lire per quintal. 

Files are classified according to length, either in Category 210c 
(1), duty 14 lire per quintal, or Category 210c (2), duty 16 lire 
per quintal. 

Glass oil jars with metal accessories.—Category 258¢. Duty, 
25 lire per quintal. 

Bone in roughly-cut pieces, for making knife-handles.—Cate- 
gory 326). Duty, 80 lire per quintal, 

Nets of iron wire, zinced—Categories 206) (2) and 212a. 
Duty, 32°50 lire per quintal. 

Steel rails for railways.—Category 205. Duty, 6 lire per quintal. 

Small shawls of woollen texture mixed with silk, with an 
imitation fringe of wool.—Category 142. Duty, 300 lire per 
quintal, and with an addition of 50 per cent. for sewing. 

Iron gas reservoirs, for the illumination of street tramways, 
with brass ornaments separate. —Category 206/ (3). Duty, 30 lire 
per quintal, 

Articles of common wood, fluted and tarred.—Category 170c. 
Daty, 12 lire per quintal. 

Tubes of brass, with short addition of copper to one of the 
ends. —Category 2llc. Duty, 20 lire per quintal. 


| 
| 
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Velvets of cotton and wool for slippers.-—Categories 118a (4), 
and 119%. Duty, 240 lire per quintal. 

Iron, hammered or rolled in rods, &c.—Category 203a (3). 
Duty, 9 lire per quintal. 

Clock faces, polished, glass—Category 258+. Duty, 15 lire 
quintal, 


GREECE. 
Medifications in Customs Tariff: 


Note.—Drachme = Oke = 2°8 lbs. avoirdupois. Cubic 
metre = 1°3 cub. yard. 

A despatch, dated the 20th February last, has been received 
from Sir E. Monson, Her Majesty’s Minister at Athens, enclosing 
copy and translation of a law sanctioned by the King of Greece 
on the 14th February, introducing modifications into the General 
Greek Tariff’ The following is a copy of the translation of the 
law in question :— 

Art. I. The tariff cf imports is modified in accordance with 
the annexed table, which will be substituted for the corresponding 
items in the tariff :— 


No. 
in Classification of Articles. 
Tariff. 


General 
Import Duty. 


Dr. Lep. 
Buffaloes, oxen, and cows - - - k 0°34 
Calves up io the weight of 50 okes . 0°70 
| Cther farinaceous substances (sago, tapioca, arrow- 
| root, mustard, salep, in roots or in powder, &e.) - 1°00 
| N.B.—No tare is deducted for the packages of 
paper, thin wood, glass, or tin, in which the above 
goods are imported. 
| Is cancelled. | 
Cotton, raw; flax, raw; jute, raw; rushes, white 
or coloured, as well as reeds prepared for the 
construction of chairs; sugar-cane ; fresh vege- 
tables; onions, garlics ; trees bearing fruit or 
not; oleander and sage stems, used in the manu- 
facture of gunpowder; flowers in general ; all 
sorts of seeds; cocoa, in natural condition or in 
beans ; hops; as well as any other vegetable sub- 
stauce not specially enumerated above, and not 
belonging to the following subdivisions and the 
three following categories - - -j Free. 
Madder seed - - - - | Oke 0°10 
; Lumber for building purposes : 
(a.) Fir-tree und pine-tree lumber in general - Cubic metre 13°50 
(b.) Fir-tree and pine-tree beams and thick 
planks - 13°50 
(¢c.) Fir-tree and pine-tree tranke, round, with 
or without bark - 8°00 
(d.) Oak-tree lumber = - - 21°00 
(e.) Chestnut-tree, elm-tree, and any other 
tree’s lumber - - - - 19°00 
Beech-tree lumber - - | Ok 0°01 
Cork in general - - - - - 0°10 
Cork stoppers, not mounied with metal - - 0°20 
Varnish prepared with oil and boiled linseed oil —- 0°30 


| 
| 
1b 
le 
22 
25b 
Ala 
4le 
50 
53 
56a 
565 
88a 
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Dr. Lep. 
Varnish prepared in alcohol ce 0°70 
Starch, starch in powder, or powder from my 
farinaceous substance - 0:20 
Kerosine, parafline and other artificial wax 
| Potash, carbouate of soda, cauntio soda used in soap 

making and glass making, as well as saltpetre for 
| gunpowder making, and carbonate of 
| Varnished leather and camel leather 
Hides of small calves or kid, hides of musk. rats and 
other rare animals not particularly mentioned —- 
| Leather gloves in general not lined with fur - 
| Articles of wood, gilt or carved, or inlaid or orna- 
| mented, as well as common walking sticks and 

rosaries of various wood, fruits, or kernels - 
| Spindles of ali sorts, as well as spinning wheels, used 
| in industrial establishments - - - 
| Molasses” - - - 
, Sugar of any quality and make, glucose and syrups 

therefrom of any density, as -_ as honey in 
liquid or in combs 

Halva of honey or sugar - : = 
| Cotton tissues, coloured, used on lining - - 
| Cotton straps for engines 

Cotton flannels in pieces, w hite ¢ or coloured, and for 
any use whatever - - 
(Note.—The abov e-mentioned duties are applied 

to woollen flannels in pieces of any colour and kind.) 

Men’s and children’s low hats, with the exception of | 
straw hats. ready for use (even if they are not | 
lined or otherwise prepared, in order to be repre- | 
sented as felt, or even when they are not blocked) 

| Slates, slate pencils, with or without wooden case, as 
| weil as slates made of sheet-iron - - 
| Coffee mills, decimal scales and other scales of i iron, 
with their weights (cither accompanying the scales 
or separately imported) - - - 9°40 

All sorts of silver plate ware and ornaments of 
white metal or nickel mixture (namely, Christofle, 
Elkington, Alfenide, Albaca, new silver, silver of | 
Persia, and China and the like), as well as 
articles of metals not specially enumerated ; 
lamps and ornaments of common metals (bronze. 
&e.) gilt or plated or enamelled or carved, with | 

| _ or without precious stones 

Cotton tissues, fine, for lining (ladies’ dresses) stiffened | 
_ Tissues as above, g, of flax, hemp, or jute - - 

Knives and forks and razors, with plated handles, 
or handles in white metal, nickel (as described in 
Class 279) or weod, as well as razors, with bone 
or paste handle, with or without cases ~ -| » *2-00 

Cartridge cases in general, filled - Thousand 6°00 

Trays of iron, of sheet iron, brass. wood, or mixed, 
coloured, v arnished or not, of aaa tin or bronze, 

| or zine, or pewter Oke 1°50 
| Trays wholly or partly plated, or of white 1 metal or 

| alloy of nickel - - » 10°00 

| 


* This duty will be fi found not to agree with that given on p. 289, The difference 
is due to the fact that the above is the rate leviable under the General Tariff, 


whereas the duty on p. 289 is the conventional duty fixed under the German-Greek 
Treaty of 1884. 


No. | 
Tariff. 
88) 
94 
99 
103a 
113 
114 
125 
130a 
130b 
136 
137 
138 
159¢ 
162d 
184 
210d 
240 
254a 
£79 
3259 
325h 
335) 
3406 
348a 
348) 
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Article Ii.—The general duties established in Categories 6 and 
c of Class I. on buffaloes, oxen, cows, and calves are reduced by 
half, when those animals are imported from countries applying 
their conventional tariff on Greek imports; and the duty 
established in Category } of Class 50, on beams and planks of fir 
tree and pine tree, is fixed at 10 drachmas per cubic metre under 
the same circumstances, 

Article III.—The payment of duty on leather gloves not lined 
with fur, as established in Class 125, will be certified by an 
additional mark to be placed by the Customs authorities on each 
pair as will be provided for by a royal decree. 

The sale of such gloves without the additional mark will be 
considered as smuggling detected in the very act, and will entail 
the penalty as established by law. 

Article [V.—The measurement by cubic metre of the lumber 
for building purposes, provided for in the table, in Categories a, 4, 
ec, d, and e of Class 50, will be regulated by royal decrees, 

Article V.—The second paragraph of the 11th section of 
Article 14 of the Customs tariff law of the year 1887, respecting 
exemption from duty of raw material for the manufacture of 
industrial products, is abolished. 


Article V1.——Packages of any sort, in which goods are imported. 
exempted from duty or not, and being such as to be used inde- 
pendently, are subject to a special import duty, excepting the 


case when, in accordance with the tariff or royal decrees on tare, 
they are subject toa duty together with the goods which they 
contain. 

Royal decrees will fix those packages that are subject to ne 
duty. 

Article VII—The following sub-section 12 is added to 
Article 14 of the law of the year 1887, concerning Customs 
tariff. 

Exhibits sent from abroad to exhibitions in Greece will be 
delivered by previous permission of the Minister of Finance to 
the exhibition committees under the same conditions of transit 
and under their personal responsibility, by their granting a personal 
guarantee. The bond will be cancelled by the return abroad of 
the exhibits within three months from the official termination of 
the exhibition. Otherwise the committees will be obliged to pay 
import duties, wharfage, octroi, and other dues, 

Exhibits sent from Greece for like objects will be exempted 
from duty 


Article VIII.—The day for a general or partial application of 
the provisions contained in the present law will be fixed by a 
royal decree; from that day all provisions contrary to them 
shall be abolished. 

The time to be fixed in accordance with the foregoing 
provisions for the commencement of the application of the law 
must pot be shorter than one month from the publication of the 
decree relating to them. 
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A later despatch, dated the 22nd February, has been received 
from Sir E,. Monson, enclosing the following translation of a 
further decree fixing the date of the application of the law 
concerning modificatious of the Customs tariff :— 

The 15th (27th) of the month of March is the day fixed in 
which the modifications provided for in the above-mentioned 
law will be applied with the exception of the following 
provisions :— 

1. Buffaloes, oxen, cows, calves (Class 1, Categories 4 and c). 

2. The cubic measurement of lumber for building purposes 
(Class 50, Categories a, b, c, d, and e); and 

3. The leather gloves not lined with fur (Class 125), 

With regard to the above excepted articles, special decrees 
will be issued fixing the day in which duty will be levied on them 
in accordance with the above-mentioned law, 


TURKEY. 


Reduction of Rates on Salonica Railway, 


Mr. J. E. Blunt, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Salonica, 
in a report dated the 5th February last, states that the Salonica 
Railway Company has recently reduced its rates for the carriage 
of iron in bars or in sheets from Salonica to Zibeftché on the 
Servian frontier from 21 1s. 2d. to 16/. 8s. 10d. per waggon 


load of 10 tons complete. 


PrErsta. 


Regulations for the Navigation of the River Karun, 


Sir I]. Drummond Wolff, Her Majesty’s Minister at Teheran, 
in a despatch, dated the 3lst December last, encloses translation 
of a note and its enclosures, which he had received from the 
Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs, communicating the 
regulations that have been enacted for the navigation of the 
Karun, The following is a translation of the regulations in 
question :— 

The Persian Government, in order to facilitate commerce. 
increase the riches of the country, and render her lands profitable, 
has opened the river Karun subject to the following regulations, 
and has allowed the navigation from Muhammerah to Ahwaz to 
the mercantile marine of all nations. The vessels navigating the 
Karun will carry out the regulations of the Government, which 
regulations shall hold good for ten years without fail, after 
which they will be altered according to the exigencies of 
circumstances :— 

1. The trading steamers of merchants of friendly Govern- 
ments must not remain at the landing-places or in the river 
longer than necessary for the purpose of loading, unloading and 
provisioning themselves for the journey. 
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2. Persons whose presence is detrimental to order, and who 
would cause difficulties by their presence, must not be on board ; 
whoever comes should have a passport from his own Government, 
otherwise it is impossible to understand what his business is. 


3. Under no pretext whatsoever will any vessel have the right 
to protect any Persian subject in any way. 


4, The transport of arms is absolutely prohibited, and if this 
rule is disregarded the arms will be seized. 


5. No explosive goods whatsoever shall be transported. 


6. Shipowners shall not erect any buildings whatsoever ; such 
as coal depots, warehouses, shops, caravanserais, or manufactories, 
&e., on the banks of the river. 

7. For the storage of merchandise and coal, depéts, warehouses, 
and landing-places in sufficient quantity will be constructed on 
the part of the Persian Government or Persian merchants. 

8. Ordinary just rates to be paid by the shipowners will be 
fixed for the line of the depots and warehouses. 


9. The storekeepers of the coal-stores shall be Persian subjects. 
‘10, The ships shall not proceed higher than Ahwaz. 


11. For the merchandise depots a trustworthy man shall be 
chosen in Persia, and another shall be chosen on the part of the 
whole of the shipowners, and together they shall look after the 
depots. 

12. The watchmen of the depdts, such as guards, &e. shall 
all be Persian subjects. 


13. No one belonging to any vessel has any right whatsoever to 
negotiate the purchase, sale, vr mortgage of any property with 
any Persian subject. 

14. From the vessels navigating the Karun to Ahwaz for the 
going and coming, if a steam-vessel, a tonnage of 1 kraun* per ton ; 
and if a sailing-vessel, 10 shahis* as toll and right of way will be 
levied. Unladen vessels shall pay half tolls. Sailing-vessels of 
Persian subjects under 30 tons will be exempted from these dues. 


15. Porters for the porterage from the landing-place to the 
vessels, and from the vessels to the landing-place, shall be provided 
by the Persian Government, who will keep a registry of them and 
supply them with a badge. 

16. When a Persian subject, who, with the permission of the 
Persian Government, has entered the service of the vessels, 
renders himself liable to the law, his trial and punishment shall 
depend without any interference on the Persian representative. 

17. With reference to the flags of the vessels, they will be 
regulated by the general maritime laws on the subject. 

18. Employés of the vessels are prohibited from lending 
Persians generally any sums of money in excess of 2 tomans*— 
trading being excepted. 


* 100 Dinars or 20 Shahis=1 Kraun. 10 Krauns=1 Toman=9s, 33d. 
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19. No friendly Government has any right whatever to interfere 
with the depth, course, or bed of the river. 

20, The number, name, and employment of persons who, with 
the permission of ihe Government, are employed on the vessels of 
friendly Governments, shall be entered in the Government books 
and should have a Persian passport, otherwise they are not allowed 
to take service. 

21. As this permission to the mercantile marine of friendly 
Governments to navigate the Karun is solely for the purposes of 
facilitating and stimulating trade and nothing else, no political 
discussion, &e., will be allowed. 

22. The regulations in force regarding wrecks on shores, 
generally, shall govern such cases, and the salvage shall be paid 
to the natives of the shore. 

23. Dangerous goods, such as arms, &e., shall not be sold by the 
employés of vessels to Persian subjects, nomads, or tribes; if sold 
they will be seized and their value returned. 

24, Should a vessel of any friendly Government violate these 
regulations, if a steamer, 600 tomans, and if a sailing vessel, 
300 tomans fine will be inflicted, and the vessel shall be prohibited 
from the navigation for two years. 


Morocvo. 


The Coasting Trade in Cereals. 


The Moniteur Belge for the 10th February last has a note to 
the effect that,on the 27th January, the Morocco Government 
again permitted for a period of five months, reckoning from the 
2nd February last, the coasting trade in cereals between the 
different ports of the Empire. 


Unitrep States. 
Customs Decisions. 


The following decisions affecting the classification of articles 
in the Customs Tariff and the application of the Customs Law 
in the United States, have recently been given by the United 
States Customs authorities :— 

So-called cotton rope, consisting of a large cotton cable or rope 
about 24 inches in diameter, and composed of very fine cotton 
threads twisted in thick strands, the strands being wound around a 
common stem, which is also composed of three-ply cotton cord, 
and which is intended for use in manufacturing establishments as 
a substitute for belting, and also for hoisting purposes, the same 
not being capable of being used as rigging for ves-els, is held to 


278 TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS, 


be dutiable at the rate of 35 per cent. ad valorem, under the 
provision in Schedule I. (T. I., 324), for “all manufactures ot 
cotton not specially enumerated or provided for in this act.” 

Artichokes put up in tins are held to be dutiable at the rate of 
30 per cent. ad valorem, under the provision in Schedule G. 
(T. I, 287), for “vegetables, prepared or preserved.” 

Certain so-called “agraffes” or cloak-clasps, which are manu- 
factured of brass, bronzed, are held to be dutiable at the rate ot 
45 per cent. ad valorem, under the provision in Schedule C. 
(T. I., 216), for “manufactures, articles, or wares, not specially 
“ enumerated or provided for in this act, * * * composed 
** wholly or in part of metal ;” and it is also held that the ruling of 
April 19 last based on the decision of the court in the case of 
Robbins v. Robertson, only applies to articles which may be 
commercially known or recognised as “ jewellery.” This decision 
was published at p. 621 of the Journal for June last. 

An article called “Arp’s Pepsin Bitters,” although put up 
in bottles with labels protected by trade-marks and prepared 
according to a private formula, is held tu be dutiable at the 
rate of 2 dollars per gallon, under the provision in Schedule H. 
(T. IL, 313), for “spirituous beverages or bitters, containing 
spirits,” such rate being higher than that prescribed by T. I. 99. 

So-called “almonds,” consisting in a great part of the kernels 
of peach-pits, the same being similar in character and use to the 
bitter-almonds of commerce, are held to be dutiable at the rate 
of 74 cents per pound, under the provision in Schedule G. 
(T. 1., 303), for “almonds * * * shelled.” 

Ordinary wearing-apparel, such as silk hose and silk gloves, is 
not free of duty as regalia when imported for use by clergymen in 
religious ceremonies. 

An article designated as albumen-substitute or glue-paste, 
which is a compound of albumen, glue, and a_ hydrocarbon, 
resembling spirits of turpentine, is dutiable under section 2513, of 
the Revised Statutes, as an unenumerated manufactured article 
at the rate of 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

Treasury Department’s decision of September 25, 1888, published 
at p. 502 of the November number of the Journal, is rescinded, 
and the practice prevailing previous to said decision of assessing 
duty on prune-juice, Turkish prune-juice extract, and Thomp- 
son’s patent prune wine at the rate of 20 per cent. ad valorem, 
either under T. I., 312, or section 2513 of the Revised Statutes. 
is re-established. 

So-called buoy-rope and grapnel-rope, composed of wire and 
manilla yarn, is dutiable at the rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem, 
as a manufacture in part of metal, under T. I., 216. 

So called valerianic ether (valerianate of amy]), is dutiable asa 
fruit-ether under T. I., 114. 

Certain worsted coat linings, though similar to the light-weight 
cassimeres sometimes used in the manufacture of negligé shirts, are 
dutiable under the provision for coat linings, composed in part of 
wool, worsted, &c., under T. I., 365. 
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So-called soda-lime, which isa union of two compounds (caustic 
lime and caustic soda), and is prepared principally for laboratory 
purposes, is dutiable as a chemical compound under 

Drawback cannot be allowed on bags loaned by their owners 
residing in the United Siates to vessels for the purpose of being 
used in the exportation of American grain, on being returned 
empty to their owners in the United States. Such a shipment of 
the bags is not an exportation within tne contemplation of the 
revenue laws. 

Small cylinder-shaped pieces of agate about five-eighths of an 
inch long, with holes drilled through them lengthwise, and 
intended for use in making watch-chains, necklaces, &e., are 
dutiable as “beads,” under T. I., 396. 

Certain so-called swivels, consisting of a loop and swivel with 
three or four short links of chain attached for use in fastening 
dogs, are dutiable under the provision for chains in T. I, 171. 

Cameos made of agates, onyx, and crocidolite, cut and ready 
for use as settings for rings, are dutiable, as precious stones, 
under T. I., 480. Pieces of the same stones, polished on one side 
for exhibition in collections, are dutiable at the rate of 20 per cent. 
ad valorem under section 2513, Revised Statutes. 

An article variously styled “ parchment paper,” “ parchmentised 
paper,” “vegetable parchment,” “ papyrine,” &e., but which, it 


appears, is in reality paper which has been subjected to a process 
or treatment to fit it for use with machinery in a manner similar 


to that for which animal parchment is used, is held not to bea 
manufacture of paper, under T. I., 388, but to be dutiable as 
paper not otherwise enumerated, under T. I., 392. 

Cigars cannot be imported through the mails under the Postal 
Convention with Mexico. 

Certain so-called Carlsbad Spradel salts is held to be dutiable 
as a proprietary preparation under T. I., 99. 

An importation of stearine, claimed to be free of duty as an 
“acid used for manufacturing purposes,” was held to be dutiable. 
under the provisions of section 2513 of the Revised Statutes, as 
an unenumerated manufactured article, at the rate of 20 per cent. 
ad valorem, 

Certain cullofuge and vesicante plasters, which are protected by 
a trade mark, and claimed to possess special advantages as 
remedies, are held to be dutiable as proprietary preparations 
under T. I., 99; and certain thapsia and belladona plasters, which 
do not bear any distinguishing marks of proprietary preparations, 
are held to be dutiable as medicinal plasters under T, I. 93. 

A composition of glue and other substances adapted and 
intended for use in applying and fixing gold or bronze to paper- 
hangings, and which is commercially known as “ gold-size,” is 
held to be free of duty, under the provision in the free list, T. I., 
711, for “ gold-size.” 

Certain onyx columns used as supports for statuary and tables 
are held to be dutiable, by assimilation, at the rate provided for 
manufactures of marble under T, I., 468. 
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Sweet-pea seeds are held to be free of duty as flower seeds 
under paragraph 760 in the free list. 

Lantern slides imported by a public lecturer for use in illus- 
trating lectures to be delivered in the United States, are held 
to be free of duty as “ tools of trade,” under paragraph 815 in tie 
tree list. 

Certain willow bodies for doll coaches are held to be dutiable 
as “toys” under paragraph 425, and not as baskets under para- 
graph 395. 

Certified copies of powers of attorney on file in a Custom house 
may be issued by the collector and accepted at other ports as 
sufficient evidence of the executicn of the original power. 

An article claimed to be annaty extract, but found upon analysis 
to consist of water (84°34 per cent.), organic colouring matter, 
coal-tar colour (13°64 per cent.), and inorganic matter, alumina, 
&e, (2°02 per cent.), which combination constitutes a lake, is held 
to be dutiable at the rate prescribed by T. I., 87, for ‘ colours 
and paints, including lakes.” 

Fancy boxes containing manicure sets are held to be dutiable, 
with contents as entireties, at the rate prescribed in T. I., 390, 
for “fancy boxes.” 

An application for permission to have six months’ bonds, and 
bonds for return of packages in lu days, when given by a firm or 
partnership, executed by one member of such firm or partnership, 
was refused on the ground that such execution would be illegal 
and unsafe. 

Boonekamp of Maag bitters, Fernet bitters, and Dr. Richter’s 
Auchor stomachal bitters, are held to be dutiable as proprietary 
preparations under T. I., 99. 


Pastilles prepared from the water of the Soden mineral spring, 
protected by a trade mark, and recommended as a remedy for 
chronic catarrhal diseases, &c., are held to be dutiable as pro- 
prietary preparations under T. [., 99. 

Spectroscopes are held to ke dutiable as manufactures in part of 
metal at the rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem under T. L, 216, 
and not as philosophical instruments at the rate of 35 per cent. 
ad valorem, under T. I., 475. 


Oils, cassia, orange, and attar of roses are held to be dutiable as 
expressed oils under T. I, 92. 

Pneumatic rubber holders, having metal hooks attached are held 
to be dutiable as manufactures in part of metal under T. I., 216. 

Samples. A quarter of a complete pair of curtains, only large 
enough to exhibit the pattern, is held to be free of duty under 
synopsis 4828. 

Watches arranged so as to be affixed to the heads of canes 
and the handles of umbrellas are held to be dutiable as watches 
when imported separately from the canes or umbrellas. 

Sheaves of wheat or rye cut before maturity, carefully selected. 
steeped in chloride of lime and dried, and which are for use in 
decorating baskets of artificial and natural flowers, are held to 


| 
| 
im 
| 
| 
| 
a 
i 4 
| | 
- 


TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 281 


be dutiable as non-enumerated manufactured articles under 
section 2513 of the Revised Statutes. 

Piano and table covers manufactured of jute, cott n, and metal, 
where the metal is an important, valuable, and leading feature, are 
held to be dutiable at the rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem, under 
T. 1, 216. 

“Liquor ammonia odoriferous,” is held to be dutiable as a 
proprietary preparation under T. I., 99. 

The Act approved on the 4th of April last, for the relief of 
importers of animals for breeding purposes, commonly called the 
“Spooner Act,” as construed by the Treasury Department does 
not authorise the refunding of duties paid on animals imported 
into the United States prior to the date thereof, it having been 
held that the Act has no relation to cases where animals claimed by 
importers, to he entitled to free entry as animals specially imported 
for breeding purposes, were decided by coliectors of Customs to be 
dutiable (such officers not being satisfied that breeding was the 
special object of the importation), and where the duties were duly 
exacted. 


Assignment of Duties under Acts relating to Alien Contract 
Labour and Exclusion of the Chinese. 


The following assignment of duties under the Acts of Congress 
relating tv alien contract labour and exclusion of the Chinese 
has been made by the Treasury Department of the United 
States :-— 

The Division of Appointments shall receive and have custody 
of all official communications relating to appointments, resigna- 
tions, charges, removals, and changes of compensation of persons 
employed under the laws referred to; shall conduct all corre- 
spondence pertaining to such matters; shall authorise all incidental 
expenses ; shall check all vouchers for salary and expenses of 
persons employed under such Acts, and shall keep an accurate 
record of the condition of the appropriations from which such 
payments are made. 

The Division of Customs shall have custody of all matters 
relating to the interpretation of the statutes, and the preparation 
and supervision of all rules and regulations for the enforcement 
of the laws excluding the Chinese. 

The Miscellaneous Division shall have custody of all matters 
relating to the interpretation of the statutes and the preparation and 
supervision of all rules and regulations for the enforcement of the 
alien contract-labour laws. 

The Division of Special Agents shall assign to duty, and have 
general supervision over all persons appointed under the Acts 
above referred to; shall direct all investigations and receive all 
reports to be made by such employés; shall examine all salary 
and expense vouchers of such employés, and transmit the cheques 
in payment thereof. 
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Collectors of Customs to refuse Clearance to Vessels bound for 
Turkish Ports unless viséd by Turkish Consul at New York. 


According to a circular issued by the United States Treasury 
Department on the 23rd January last, the Turkish Government 
has requested that vessels bound for Turkish ports be refused 
clearance until the proper authority of the vessels shall produce 
a bill of health, properly viséd by the Consul of Turkey at New 
York. 


Amendment of Regulutions affecting Shipments for Drawback., 


Article 976 of the General Regulations of 1884, as amended 
by Circular No. 128, of December 7, 1888, published «at 
p. 147-8 of the February number of the Journal, is rescinded, 
and the following is prescribed as a substitute therefor, viz.:-— 

“ Article 976. On entries of domestic manufactures for export 
by sea, whereon the drawback shall not exceed 100 dollars, the 
bond specified in Articles 968 and 974 of these Regulations will 
not be required; but in such cases the party making the entry 
may deposit with the collector of the port, from which the 
exportation is made, an outward bill of lading covering the 
merchandise described in the entry. Such bill of lading may be 
marked ‘ not negotiable, or ‘for Customs purposes only, and if a 
copy thereof be filed, it must bear the signature of the person 
issuing the bill, and an indorsement ‘ for Customs purposes only— 
no other copy has been issued,’ which indorsement must be signed 
or checked by the person issuing the bill. 

“Tn case of failure to complete entries of manufactured articles 
whereon the drawback shall not exceed 100 dollars—except 
entries of bottled beer and bags shipped from the port at which 
entry is made directly to a foreign port by sea—to pay all 
weighers’, gaugers’ and other fees due thereon, and to file the 
bill of lading as herein-before provided within 20 days after 
clearance of the exporting vessel, the exporter shall execute the 
bord specified in Article 968 of these Regulations within five 
days after written notice has been mailed to him; and in case of 
failure to execute the said bond within the time specified, appli- 
eation for relief, setting forth, under oath, the cause of such 
failure, may be forwarded to the Secretary of the Treasury 
through the collector of the port of exportation.” 


BRAZIL. 


Levying of additional Customs Duties on a Sliding Scale varying 
with the Rate of Exchange. 

A despatch, dated the 4th February last, has been received 
from Mr. H. W. Wyndham, Her Majesty's Minister at Rio de 
Janeiro, enclosing copies and translation of a decree dated the 
26th, and published in the Diario Official of the 31st January 
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establishing a movable tariff of additional Customs duties 
varying according to the rate of exchange upon certain goods 
enumerated in a list attached to the decree. ‘The following is a 
copy of the trauslation of the decree in question :— 


Article I—Besides the duties established by the Customs 
tariff upon the goods included in the accompanying table, there 
shall be levied, on and after the 1st of March next (1889), an 
additional per-centage, calculated upon those duties and propor- 
tional to the variations of exchange, as follows :— 

Exchange being at 22} to 25 pence to the milreis, 6 per cent. 

Above 25 and up to 274, 15 per cent. 

Above 274, 20 per cent. 


Article I]—The Minister of Finance will determine at the 
proper time the tax to be levied in all Custom houses upon the 
clearing of the goods above referred to. 


Article I1I1.—The changes in the duties so determined will 
come into force in the said Custom houses on the day following 
the one upon which the respective orders are received. 

The following is a copy of the list of articles referred to in the 
above decree :— 


| 
Articles of 


the Tariff. Goods. 


Hides, without hair and varnished, except chamois and kid. 
Harness. 

Boots and shoes. 

Portmanteaus. 

Saddles. 

Preserved meat and extract of meat. 
Glue. 

Spermaceti candles. 

Preserved tongues. 

Do. fish. 

Stearine candles. 

Preserved fruit. 

Tomatoes (in whatever way preserved). 
Tobacco. 

Perfumery. 

Show cases or cupboards. 

Boxes and trunks. 

Benches, office stools, and footstovls. 
Cradles. 

Bidets. 

Billiard tables. 

Chairs. 

Beds. 

Chests of drawers. 

Consoles. 

Canopies for beds. 

390 Shapes for shoes, hats, &c. 

393 Faldstools (prie-dieu). 

394 Wardrobes. 

396 Washstands. 

398 Tables. 

408 Night commodes. 

409 Writing tables, 

410 Sofas. 


A 57723. 
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Articles of 
the Tariff. 


415 Toilet tables. 
419 | Unclassified articles in carved wood and movable furniture. 
467 Cotton yarn. 
477 Striped or twilled ticking. 
484 | Common cotton coverlets. 
499 | Sailcloth. 
504 | Stockings. 
509 | Cotton tissues, plain or twilled, and undyed. 
514 Plain ginghams. 
515 , Cotton wearing apparel made of tissues mentioned in this list. 
516 | Bags. 
531 | Woollen yarn. 
532 | Plain or stamped felt. 
536 | Baize. 
537 | Light baize and flannel. 
547 | Shawls, mantles, and kerchiefs. 
548 ' Felt hats. 
550 | Blankets of wool. 
564 | Cloth, casimir and cassinets. 
567 | Wearing apparel made up of woollen tissues mentioned in this list. 
666 Packing paper. 
673 | Worked clay. 
852 | Bodies of cabs, cars, carriages, &c. 
853 Cars, cabs, broughams, coaches, &c. 
854 | Railway carriages and trucks. 
855 Carts, &c. for carrying merchandise. 
| Hand-earts and wheelbarrows. 
_ Chocolate, common or refined. 
| Sweets and comfits. 


| Shapes for dressmakers. 


Peru. 


Changes in the Customs Tariff. 


A despatch, dated the 9th January last, has been received from 
Sir C, Mansfield, Her Majesty’s Minister at Lima, transmitting 
a copy and translation of a decree introducing modifications in the 
Peruvian tariff. The following is a translation of the more 
important parts of the decree in question :— 

Art. 1. Are declared free of import duties, all goods as 
under :— 


Steel plates and bars. 

Magnetic needles or ships’ compasses. 

Wire, round or flat, excepting cepper 
and copper composition. 

Tar. 

Live animals imported for the improve- 
ment of national breeds. 

Anchors and grappling irons. 

Ploughs, complete, all kinds. 

Quicksilver. 

Boat hooks. 

Speaking trumpets, ships’. 

Fire hose. 


Pumps, ships’, fire extinguishing, for 
mining and agricultural purposes. 


| Tar brushes. 


Bottles, common glass, empty. 
Buoys, complete. 

Pitch for ships’ use. 

Chains for ships’ use. 


| Guayaquil cane. 


Coals and charred bones. 

Globes and maps. 

Combs for carding wool. 

Roman cement. 

Copper, brass nails, and hinges for ships, 
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Copper in plates or bars. 

Rowlocks for boats. 

Composition of tar and pitch for the 
exclusive use of ships. 

Tanners’ bark. 

Crucibles and portable stoves, all kinds. 

Blocks and pulleys. 

Copybooks for writing and drawing. 

Harrows and rakes. 

Dynamite. 

Gunpowder and other explosive sub- 
stances, for mining, matches, and 
detonators. 

Hoes and staves, rough. 

Sleepers, all kinds. 

Packing for machinery, all kinds. 

Tin, in plates or bars. 

Tow for caulking vessels. 

Belting for machinery. 

Felt for ships and boilers. 

Pig iron, hoops and rivets. 

Portable railways, complete. 

Rope yarn and fibre aloe and manilla. 

Portable forges. 

Agricultural implements. 

Machinery for mining. 

Laboratory stoves. 

Ropes all kinds, including wire ropes for 
suspension bridges. 

Printing and lithographic presses, com- 
plete with type. 

Fire-bricks. 

Printed books. 

Hops. 

Metal plates for keels. 
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Machinery for the improvement of 
agriculture, mining, and other in- 
dustries. 

Do. for weaving cloth, &c. 

Do. for iron foundries and carpenters. 

Sewing machines, pedal or hand action, 
also frames for knitting stockings, with 
or without drawers, excepting such as 
may be classed as ornamental furni- 
ture. 

Lumber. 

Gold and silver ingots, bars, powder 
(dust), or bullion. 

Boilers, copper, brass or iron, over 
40 kilogrammes in weight. 

Masts for ships. 

Cranes. 

Plants. 

Lead, in bars or pigs. 

Oars. 

Retorts for foundries. 

Scrapers for ships. 

Rails, bolts, fishplates, and rolling stock 
for railways. 

Seeds, all kinds. 

Chemicals for purifying wine exclusively, 
and excepting such as may be of an 
injurious character. 

Vegetable mould and fire-clay. 

Poison, for tanning. 

Zine, in bars or ingots. 

Ships’ tackle, excepting sailcloth and 
thread, paint, and varnish. 

Fishing produce, &c., imported in Peru- 
vian bottoms. 


Art. 2, Duties under paragraphs 304, 870, 871, and 872 of 


Customs tariff shall be reduced 30 per cent., and sacking by 
50 per cant. 

Art. 3. Jewellery, gold or silver, and precious stones shall be 
liable to a duty of 30 per cent. ad valorem. 

Art. 4. Wheat shall continue to pay a specific duty of 1 cent 
per kilogramme, and flour 34 cents per kilogramme. 

Art. 5. Ground rice shall pay a specitic duty of 24 cents per 
kilogramme, shelled or broken, 1} cent per kilogramme. 

Art. 6. Goods and produce declared free of duty shall be passed 
through the Custom house on the day of disembarking. 

Art. 7. The law of November 4tb, 1886, shall remain in force 
except so far as modified by the present decree. 

Art. 8. This law shall come into operation from March Ist, 
1889. 


NATAL. 


Amendment of Customs Regulations. 


The Natal Mercury (weekly edition) for the 16th January last 
states that, in the Gazette of the same week, there is printed a 
Bill which it is the intention of the Government to introduce 
during the ensuing session, and which is of importance to the 
mercantile community. It is a Bill “To amend Ordinance No. 6, 
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“ 1855, intituled ‘Ordinance for the general management and 
“ ‘regulation of the Customs in the district of Natal.’ The 
object of the Bill is to provide in. certain cases for the unloading 
of goods at the port prior to the entries thereof being passed by 
the importers. After the Bill has become law the collector of 
Customs may grant permission for any goods to be landed from 
any ship before the importers’ entries have been passed, and the 
immediate removal of such goods to some suitable building to be 
approved of by the collector. A bond in the first place will 
require to be passed on cash deposit made to the satisfaction of 
the collector that no goods shall be delivered until released by 
the officer of Customs, 


MavrirTIws. 


Tariff Changes, 


A despatch, dated the 10th January last, has been received 
from the acting collector of Customs at Port Louis, Mauritius, 
transmitting copies of the Customs Tariff at present in force in 
Mauritius. According to this tariff, the Customs duties remain 
as they were last year, with the following alterations :— 

The Customs duties on the articles mentioned in the tariff 
except salt, matches, rice, wheat, flour, and salted fish, have been 
increased by 5 per cent. for a period of one year from the Ist 
January 1889. 

Instead of the ad valorem duty formerly levied on matches and 
salt, the following duties have been imposed on those articles, 
also for a period of one year :— 

Matches, 0 rupees 75 cents per gross on boxes containing each 
not more than 100 matches, and a proportional duty on boxes 
containing more than 100 matches. 

Coarse or unrefined salt, 1 r. per 50 kilos. 

Table or refined sait, 2 r. per 50 kilos. 

In addition to the above changes. the duty hitherto charged on 
tobacco grown and produced in the Island of Rodrigues (one of 
the dependencies of Mauritius) has been abolished since the Ist 
January. 


CANADA. 
The Increased Export Duty on Pine Logs. 


The Canada Gazette for the 26th January last contains an 
Order in Council of the Governor-General, stating that the 
Order in Council bearing date the 13th day of November 1888, 
providing for an increased rate of export duty on pine logs 
(notification of which appeared on p. 22 of the January number 
of the Journal), is amended by adding thereto the following, viz. : 
« But such increased rate of export duty shall not apply to any 
“ pine logs shown to have been, at the date of such order, 
“ actually cut and ready for exportation.” 


FOREIGN IMPORT DUTIES ON CUTLERY. 


V.—FOREIGN IMPORT DUTIES 


Statement. showing the rates of Customs duty levied in each 
of the under-mentioned countries upon the importation of 
Cur.ery from the Unite] Kingdom. 

Nore.—Since the publication of the return relating to Foreign Import Duties 


(178/85), numerous modifications have been effected in the Customs Tariffs of 
various foreign countries ; 
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ON CUTLERY. 


these modifications in so far as regards Cutlery have been 


embodied in the following statement :— 


Tariff Classification in each Country. Rates of Duty. 


English 


Equivalents. 


RuSsIA : 

Set in common materials, shears (except 
sheep-shears), scissors, tweezers, and 
knife blades, finished or not - - | Poud 

Set in plated silver and other metallic 
compositions, ivory, whalebone, tor- 
toise shell, and mother-of-pearl; or in 
common materials, with ornaments of 
bronze, gold, silver, whalebone, tor- 
toise shell, ivory, and mother-of-pearl 

Peasants’ pocket knives set in common 
metal or other cheap materials - - 

(Note.—Cutlery set in gold or silver pays 
as articles of gold or silver.) 

Seythes, sickles, chaff-cutters and 
mowers, sheep- shears, spades, rakes, 
hoes, forks, and shovels - 

Tools of iron or steel, not otherwise 
specified - 

Sword, daggers, sword-bledes, ond other 

blades for side arms - - - 


Rbls. Cop.| 


| 
15°85 716 

” 31°70 99 18 12 4 
” 6°60, ,, 8 5 0 
” 1°40 ” 0 13 93 
140] ,, 013 9} 
24°00| , 1116 5 


SWEDEN : Kilog. Kron. Ore 
Razors, with or without eases - 113 4 
Clasp knives, sailors’, or common work- 
Table knives and other sorts not par- 
ticularly specified: 
With silver plated or ivory handles 1°18 6 
With handles of other materials -| ,, | 013 7 
Scissors, other than garden, tailors’ or 
clothworkers’ scissors: 
Unpolished - - -| » Ore] O18 7 
Polished - - 0°59 118 4 
Surgical instruments » | Free. Free. 
Saws and other tools, and parts decenall ; | 
garden and tailors’ shears «| Free. Free 


Norway: | Kilog. Kron. Ore 

Razors, with or without cases - ” 0°80 | Cwt 2 5 2 
Penknives | 2 2 
Table knives and forks, with silver or o| 

plated handles - - 0°80 | ,, 2 5 2 
Other knives and forks ol 0°35 019 9 
Scissors, polished - | 0°35 019 9 
Tools and implements for artisans, or 

for use in manufactures and agricul- | 

ture, not otherwise specified - - | Free. Free 
Swords and sabres, with or we | 

sheaths . - - Kilog. 0°35 | Cwt. 019 9 
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Tariff Classification in each Country. 


Rates of Duty. 


English 


Equivalents. 


DENMARK : 

Iron or steel wares, polished, gilt, or 
plated, combined with ivory, metals, 
mother-of-pearl, &c. - 

Iron or steel wares not specially tariffed - 

Surgical instruments - - 


GERMANY : 
Common cutlery : 

Axes, coarse knives, scythes, &c. - 

Planing aed chisels, shears, saws, 
&e. - - - - 

Fine do. : 

Of wrought iron, knives, scissors, &c., 
plain or in combination with wood 
or other materials, provided they | 
cannot be classed as small orna- | 
mental wares - - - 

Small ornamental wares : - 
Surgical instruments 

Swords, &c. - 

Sword blades - 


HOLLAND : 
Surgical instruments 
Tools and implements of all kinds for 
use in manufactures and agriculture - 
Scissors, knives, and other 
forks - 
Swords, sabres, bayonets, &e. - - 


BELGIUM: 
Cutlery of all kinds - 
Surgical instruments = 


FRANCE: 

Common kitchen and butchers’ knives, | 
and tailors’ scissors - - 

Common razors - - - a 

Other common cutlery = 

Fine cutlery - - = 

Surgical instruments - 

Tools of pure iron, with or without | 
handles - - 

Do. of iron, tipped with steel, do., do. - 

Do. of pure steel, and other tools un- 
enumerated, tools - 

Side arms = 


Cutlery, with handles of - 
Do. do. of silver + 
Scissors - - 
Other cutlery, with or without handles - 
Tools and implements for industrial 
purposes, not otherwise specified - 
Surgical instruments - -| 
Side arms - - - - - 


| 
PORTUGAL : | 
-| 


Kron. Ore 


0°33 
0-064 
0°33 


Mks. Pf. 
160 kilos. 10°00 


15°00 


24-00 
200°00 
Free. 


100 kilos. 24°00 | 
15°00 | 


5 °/, ad val. 
Free. 


5 °/, ad val. 
5 of ad val. 


10 °/. ad val. 
Free. 


Frs. Cts. | 


100 kilos. 100-00 | 
200°00 | 
300-00 | 
480°00 | 


Free. 


100 kilos. 10°00 | 
13°50 | 


20°00 | 
40°00 | 


Reis. 
Kilog. 20,000-00 
10,000°00 


600°00 | 
350°00 | 


” 20°00 | 


22 °/, ad val. 
22 ad val. 


5 °/, ad val. 
Free. 


5 °/, ad val, 
5 °/, ad val. 


10 °/, ad val. 
Free. 


Cwt. 228 18 


” 


114 6 
6 17 
4 0 


0 4 
, ad val. 
ad val, 


‘ 


| 
— £ os. dd. 
| | 
| Pund Cwt. 117 8 
” ” 0 7 1 ' 
= » 
| 0 5 1 
» o77 
012 2 
7 
Free. 
Cet. 012 2 
| 077 
| 
| 
| | 
| | 
Cwt. 208 
4 1 3 
6 
915 1 
Free. 
| 
” 5 5% 
| 016 38 
— 
9° 
” ” 
” ” 0 
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Tariff Classification in each Country. 


Rates of Duty. 


SPAIN : 
‘fable, carving, and other knives, razors, 
penknives, &c., of iron or steel - 
Scissors - - 
Side arms and parts thereof - - 
Note.—Tools and surgical instruments 
are charged according to the material 
which predominates in weight. 


: 

Kitchen and pocket knives, with handles 
of common wood; curriers’ knives, 
hand saws, saw blades, &c. - 

Table and pocket knives, with handles 
of finer woods, or of common wood 
ornamented with “ packfong,” &c., 

Do. do. fine - - 

Table knives with handles of olive - 

Do., with handles of horn or bone; also 
pocket knives with similar handles, 
but without ornamentation of any sort 

Pocket knives with handles of horn or 
bone ornamented with metal, mother- 
of-pearl, &c., common - - 

Do. do. fine - - 

Table and pocket knives, w ith handles 
of mother-of-pearl, tortoise shell, and 


ivory - 
Cutlery of all kinds, with ornamentation 


of precious metal, or plated - 
Surgical instruments - - 


AUSTRIA : 

Saws, unpolished - 

Do., polished, scissors, and finished tools 
of all kinds, weighing less than 500 
grammes each - - - - - 

All other cutlery 

Side arms - 

Surgical instruments 


SWITZERLAND : 
Cutlery of all kinds - 
Arms of all kinds, and detached parts 
thereof - 


GREECE : 

Knives, with steel blades and handles of 
wood, iron, bone, or other common 
materials - - 

Knives, forks, and razors, with handles 
of bone, horn, wood, or composition, 
ornamented with ped silver, with or 
without cases - 

Do., with handles of ivory, tortoise 
shell, mother-of-pearl, or coral, with 
or without ornamentation of gold or 
silver plate - - - 

Penknives, with handles of wood, compo- 
sition, common bone, or metal - 


Pes. Cts. 


Kilog. 


” 


Lire Cts. 
100 kilos. 17°50 


” 100°00 
200°00 


Kilog. 9°00 


100 kilos. 80°00 


100°00 
200°00 


150-00 


200°00 
75°00 


Fl. kr. 
10°00 


20°00 

50°00 

50°00 
Free. 


Fr. Cts. 


100 kilos. 40°00 


50°00 


Dr. Lep. 


0°50 


English 
Equivaleuts. 
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| 
| d. 
1:00| Cwt. 2 0 8 
| 2°25 411 5 
| 
” a 
” 18 5 9 
| 
| ee 9 112 6 
| 
> ” 2 0 8 
” ” 4 1 3 
100 kilos. || 3 010 2 
” ” 
2 10 10 
2 10 10 
Free. 
| 
” ” 4 
| 
| Oke oO 
” 1°00 ” 
” 8°00 1216 0 
4°00 6 8 0 
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English 


Tariff Classification in each Country. Rates of Duty. Equivalents 


GREECE—cont. Dr. Lep. 
Penknives, with handles ofivory, coral, tor- | 
toise shell, mother-of-pearl, or precious | 
metal - - - 10°00 + Cwt. 16 
Swords and sabres - ? 1:00 | Each 0 
Yataghans, handjars, &e. - 3°00 » 0 
Foils, daggers of all kinds - 5°00 | Cwt. 8 
Surgical instruments —- Free. Free. 


TURKEY - ad val. 8°), ad val. 


ROuUMANIA : 
Common cutlery, of iron or steel, com- | 
mon scissors, with settings of wood, | Lei. B 
bone, horn, or other common materials | 100 kilos. 20°00 
Fine cutlery, of iron or steel, polished or 
not, including table knives, penknives, | 
scissors, &c., with settings of other | 
materials except gold and silver - : 
Cutlery, with settings of precious metal - | Kilog. 
Saws, axes, and other tools and imple- | 
ments, of iron or steel (except agri- | 
cultural implements) with or without | 
handles of wood - - - 100kilos. 15°00 
Surgical instruments - - - | 160°00 


Side arms of all kinds - - - | 100-00 


Unitep Srares : 

Tools and implements of iron or steel as | 
ploughs, scythes, spades, shovels, or 
sickles, &c. - - - | 45 °/, ad val. 45 °/, ad val. 

| 

Saws: Dol.Cts. 
Cross-cut saws - - - | Linear foot 6°08 Linear ft. 0 0 
Mill, pit, and draw saws, not over | 

9 ins. in width - - | 0°10 
Do., over 9 ins. in width - - | ‘i 0°15 0 0 
Cireular saws | 80°/, ad val. 30 ° °}, ad val. 
Hand, back, and all other saws not | 
otherwise mentioned - - | 
Cutlery : 
Razors - -| ad val. 50 °/, ad val. 
Table knives and forks - | 85 °/, ad val. 35 °/, ad val. 
| 
| 


/, ad val. 40 °/, ad val. 


Penknives, jack knives, and pocket 
knives of all kinds - - 50 °/, ad val, 50 °/, ad val 
Scissors and cloth shears - - 35°. , ad val. 35 °/, ad val. 
Cutlery not specially mentioned, in- 
cluding butchers’ knives, carvers, 
daggers, &e. 35 °/, ad val. 35 °/, ad val. 
Arms : 
Foils, swords, sword blades, cutlasses, 
and other side arms, except bayonets 3547/4 /, ad val. 35 °/, ad val. 
Bayonets - 455° ad val. 45 °/, ad val. 


1 
| | 
| 
a. 
i 0 0 
0 93 
2 43 
0 0 
| 0 8 
q 3 1 
» 165 2 
0 6 1} 
3 5 0 
2 0 8 
4 
5 
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VI—CUSTOMS TARIFF OF 


The following is a statement of the rates 
levied under the Customs Tariff of Fiji. 


of Import Duty now 


FIJI. 


Classification of Articles. 


Rates of Duty now 
levied. 


Anchors, galvanised 
Arrowroot 
Aérated or mineral 


Beer, ale, porter (in for six or 
twelve reputed pints 
Do., do., do., spruce and other beers, 3 ip wood or jar 
Boots and shoes 
Bottled fruits, per dozen reputed quarts - 
Do., per dozen reputed pints, or smaller eee 
Biscuits (owectoned or 
Blue 
Bacon 
Brushware 
Basketware 
Blacking 
Bath-brick - 
Baking-powder 
Barley 
Boxes and trunks (wood, leather, or metal) 


- - - 


Cordage and rope 
Cigars and cigarettes - 
Coffee, chicory, cocoa, and chocolate, per lb. or reputed 
package of that weight, and so in gonguetien for any 
such reputed weight 
Confectionery, including cakes, cenit, liquorice, liquorice 
paste, lozenges of all kinds, yong candy, succades, one 
sweetmeats 
Chutney - 
Caps, percussion 
Cheese - 
Candles, per lb., or reputed package of that weight, and 


£ s. 
10 °/, ad val. 
Lb. 0 0 


Doz. pints 0 0 


= 1 0 
Gal. 0 0 9 
10 °/, ad val. 

0 2 0 
Lb 
” 0 0 2 
0 0 2 
0 °/, ad val. 

10 °/, ad val. 

10 °/, ad val. 

10 °/, ad val. 

10 °/, ad val. 

Lb. 001 


10 °/, ad val. 


so in proportion for any such reputed weight 
Cement 
Cornflour - 
Crockery 
Cordial and syrups 
Clocks 
Carriages 
Chains, galvanised - 
Do., black, three-sixteenth inches i in diameter an 
Cutlery 
Cartridges 
Cider 
China-ware 


d under 


Dynamite and lithofracteur 
Dates 
Doors 


Ton 110 O 
Lb. 0 5 0 
Tb. 00 8 
Lb. 0 0 8 

10 °/, ad val. 
Hundred O 0 1 
Lb. oo ¢ 
Lb. o 1 

| 10 °/, ad val. 
| Lb. o 0 1 

| 10 °/, ad 
| Gal. 2 0 

10 ‘lo ad oak 

| |, ad val. 

i ad val. 

| ad val. 

10 oh ad val. 

10 °/, ad 
| Gal @ 


10 °/, ad oak 


0 0 
0 0 
10 °/, ad val. 


— 
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| Rates of Duty now 
Classification of Articles. 


Drapery, including apparel and slops, and all materials 
composed wholly or in part of cotton, silk, linen, or wool 12} °/, ad val. 
Drugs, including all articles of the kind and form used as | 
medicines - - - - - 15 °/, ad val. 


Earthenware 10 °/, ad val. 


Fish, dried, preserved, and salt 10 °/, ad val. 
Fruit, dried or preserved - Lb. 0 0 
Firearms - - - 20 °/, ad val. 
Fuse - - - { 10 °/, ad val. 
Tireworks - 10 ad val. 
Floorcloth - - 10 °/, ad val. 


Glass and glassware - - | hd °l, ad val. 
Galvanised iron, in bars, sheets, bundles, or corrugated 
Do. manufactures - | "10 ad 
Ginger - - - - 0 0 
Grindstones - . °/, ad val. 
Gelatine - - 0 0 
Glue - - - | 10 °/, ad val. 
Gutta-percha or india-n abber, or manufactures of, is in whole | 

or in part - - - - - | 10 °/, ad val. 


Hams or cured pork | Lh. 0 0 
Hardware - 121 °/, ad val. 
Hats - - ‘ad val. 
Hollow-ware 10 ep ad val. 
Hops - Lb. 0 0 
Honey - : = 0 0 


Ironmongery - 123 °/, ad val. 
Iron wire, black - - - Ton 1 0 
Isinglass - Lb. 0 0 
Tron bars, rods, plates, eset, and bundles Ton io 
Ink - - - - 10 °/, ad val. 
Jron tanks - - - 10 ad val. 


Jewellery - 20 °/, advl. 
Jams and jellies, per Ib. or reputed package of that Ww eight, 
and so in proportion for any such reputed weight - | Lb. 0 


Kerosene of not less than 150° test = - - Gal. 
Kerosene, all other tests - eS 


0 
0 


Lead (including shot and bullets) - - - | Cwt. 0 
Leather - - - - 10 °/, ad val, 
Leatherware (including all articles seenalataved wholly or or 
in part of leather) - - - 10 °/, ad val. 
Laths - - - | Thousand 0 
Lines, fishing, lead, lines - 10 °/, ad val. 


Methylated spirits - - - - | Gal. 
Molasses” - - - - - - | Cwt. 0 
Malt - Bush. 0 
Mustard, per Ib., or —" package of that weight, and so 

in proportion for any such reputed weight - - Se 0 
Maizena - - - - - | Lb. 0 
Matches - - - - | 10 °/, ad val. 
Matting 10 °/, ad val. 


| 
3 
3 
3 
2 
0 
3 
0 
1 38 
0 
0 
0 
) 6 
) I 
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Classification of Articles. 


| Rates of Duty now 


levied. 


Musical instruments - 

Macaroni - 

Mace - 

Machinery oil = - - 

Nails - - 

Nuts (all kinds except cocoanuts) - - 


| 
Opium, including all goods, wares, and merchandise mixed 
or saturated with opium, or with any preparation or | 


solution thereof or therein - - 
Oilman’s stores 
Oils of all kinds (except oils for medicinal use) - 
Oil, perfumed - 
Oakum - - 
Oatmeal - 
Oats - - 


Paints, wet or dry 


Pepper, per 1b., or reputed package of that weight, and so | 
| Lb. 0 0 


on, in proportion for such reputed 
Pickles - - 
Paper (writing or fancy) - - 
Do. (brown, wrapping, on pening) 
Pease (split) “ 
Perfumery - 
Potted meat 
Printed forms 
Plate powder 
Pipes (tobacco) 
Pictures 
Picture frames - 
Printing material (type, paper, ink) 
Paper bags - 
Palings - - 
Plated ware 


Rice - - - - 


£ 
10 °/, ad val. 

0 

0 0 


al. 0 0 
10 °/, ad val, 
0 0 


0 15 
10 °/, ad val. 
0 


0 

15 °/, ad val. 

10 °/, ad val. 
0 0 
0 0 


0 
“10° /, ad val. 


10 °/, ad val. 
10°), ad val. 


| Cwt. 0 3 
| Lb. 0 0 


15 °/, ad val. 
ad val. 
10° val, 
10° ad val. 
ad val. 
1 of ad val. 

0 °/, ad val. 
10 °/, ad val. 


i Cwt. 0 3 
' Thousand 0 2 


10 °/, ad val. 


Ton 


Spirits, on all kinds imported into the Colony, the strength | 


of which can be ascertained by Sy kes’ hy ies and is 
overproof - 


Spirits, on all kinds imported into the Colony, the strength 


of which can be ascertained by Sykes’ hy enenniens if under 
proof - ~ - - 
Spirits, and spirituous compounds, on all kinds imported 


Proof Gal. 


| Liquid Gal. 


into the Colony, the strength of which cannot be | 


ascertained by Sykes’ hydrometer - 


Case spirits—Reputed contents of two, three, or four 


gallons shall be charged :— 
Two gallons and under as two gallons. 


Over two gallons, and not exceeding three, as four | 


gallons. 
Over three gallons, and not exceeding four, as four 
gallons. 
Snuff - - 
Starch - 
Sago - - - 
Spices - 
Soap (hard and soft) - - 
Do. (fancy, scented, or medicated) 


s. 


OF FIJI. 
| d. 
; - | Lb. 3 
2 
0 
9 
| Lb. 1 
| Bu 6 
| 
2 
0 
1 
; 
0 
| | 20 0 
, 
Lb. 
Oo 4 
1 
0 8 
0 0 1 
15 °/, ad val, 
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Classification of Articles. 


Rates of Duty now 
levied. 


Salt and saltpetre 
Soda (crystals) 

Shingles 
Sauces - 
Sashes and 
Sewing machines - 

Sails and tents - 
Stationery 
Sponges 

Steel 


Timber, undressed - - 
Do. dressed or surfaced 

Tobacco, manufactured = - 
Do.  unmanufactured 

Tea - - 

Treacle - - 

Turpentine - 

Toys - 

Tapioca - 

Tinware 

Twine - 


Umbrellas and parasols 


Varnish - 

Vinegar, in bulk or bottle - 
Vermicelli 

Vegetables (preserved), per Ib. 


Wines : 
Bordeaux (claret), Australian, in bulk - - 
Do., do., in bottle, for 6 reputed quarts or * reputed 
ints - - 
Other kinds, i in bulk 
Do., do., in bottle, for 6 reputed quarts or 12 ‘reputed 
pints - 
Sparkling, for 6 reputed quarts or 12 2 reputed pints 
Whiting - 
Woodenware 
Work-boxes - 
Wall paper 
Whips and walking sticks 
Wire rope 


Zine manufactures - 
Do., in sheets, rolls, or pipes 


Agricultural implements and and parts 
Shellers - 
Digging forks - - - 
Hoes - 

Picks - 
Ploughs 
Searifiers 
Sickles 
Scythes 
Cultivators 
Harrows - 
Grain-sowers 
Coffee-pulpers 


- | Thousand 


1 

1 

0 
10 °/, ad val. 
10 °/, ad val. 
0 °/, ad val. 
ad val. 
10 °/, ad val. 
10 °/, ad val. 
10 °/, ad val. 


| Ton 


100ft. super. 0 


Cwt. 
Gal. 


1 
2 
3 
1 
0 
3 


10 °/, ad va 
Lb 
10 ‘lo ad 
10 °/, ad val. 


10 °/, ad val, 


0 2 
0 0 


0 0 
10 °/, ad val. 


0 
10° ale ad val. 
10 slo ad val. 
10° slo val. 
10 co ad val. 
10° ad val, 
Ton 0 


10 °/, ad val. 
10 °/, ad val. 


Free. 


q 
q 294 
q 
if 
a = - 0 
q - - - ” 0 0 
4 ” 0 0 
F. - - - | 0 3 
- - - | 0 0 
| 
- - - | Gal. 0 
| 
| Gal. 020 
020 
| 49 0 4 0 
040 
| 
0 
” 
” 
” 
” 
” 
” 
| ” 
- | ” 
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Classification of Articles. 


Rates of Duty now 
levied. 


v 


Agricultural implements and machines, and parts thereof— | 


continued. 


Wi innowing machines - - | 


Evaporating machines (for tea, fruit, and like pro- 
ducts) - - - - 
Fibre ginning - - - ~ 
Spinning and weaving machines 
Grist mills ws 
Handles and unfitted) 
Animals - 
Auchors (black) - 
Biscuits (unsweetened) 
Ballast (ship’s, pig and scrap wnt) 
Béche-de-mer - 
Books and pees (printed) 
Boiler plates - 
Bags and sacks - - 
Casks and tanks for exporting molasses - 
Coin - - 
Copper sheathing 


Chain cables (black) over three-sixteenth inches in diameter | 


Coal - - - - - - 

Coke - . - - - - 

Cocoanut fibre . - 

Cocoanuts - 

Copra 

Cotton 

Curiosities - - 

Canvas No. 1 to No.6 - 

Copper (rods) - 

Drain pipes - - 

Flour (including thirds, and fourths} 

Felt - - - 

Garden seeds - - - - 

Guano - 

Hides - - 

Horns 

Iron and steel rails, and fish plates and me and nuts for 
the same - - - - 

Lead for lining tea chests - - - - 

Live oysters - - - - - - 

Luggage (personal) - - - - 

Machinery (agricultural, mining, caning, stea m- and 
boilers) and parts thereof 

Meat (preserved and salt) - 

Manures - - - 

Metals (old) - 

Metal (yellow, for sheathing) 

Matting for ships’ dunnage 

Mats for sugar - - 

Nets (fishing) - - 

Oars - - 

Ores - - - 

Outside packages in which goods ar are ordinarily contained 

Paper-making machinery - - 

Paving stones - - 

Pitch - - 

Plants - ‘ 

Powder (blasting) 

Pug mills - 

Pollard - 
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Classification of Articles. | 


Resin - - | 


Sandalwood - - = i 
Shell (tortoise and pearl) - - = 2 zi 
Skins - - - 
Slates for roofing - - 
South Sea Island produce - 


Steel and iron punts and lighters, and materials for building 
the same - - = 
Steel railway sleepers, and ons and nuts for the same - 


Sharps - - - - 

Sugar - - - 
Sulphur - - - 

Tin, cut, for exporting produce - . - - 
Tar - - - - 
Water-pipes ~ - - 
Wool packs - - 


GENERAL Duty. 


All articles not specified or not included in the free list - 


Export Dory. 


Silver coin, over 10/., 23 per cent. 
Sandalwood, manufactured or unmanufactured - - | 


Rates of Duty now 


levied. 
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VII.—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


INSUFFICIENCY OF LOADING Bertrus at ODESSA. 


With reference to the notification on pp. 164-5 of the last 
number of the Board of Trade Journal, respecting the insuffi- 
ciency of the berthing accommodation at the port of Odessa, a 
report, dated the 8th February last, has been received from 
Mr. Thomas B. Sandwith, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at that 
port, from which the following is an extract :— 

“In my despatch of the 9th January* I pointed out how 
inadequate was the accommodation of the port of Odessa for the 
increased shipping now frequenting it, and how the impossibility 
of loading the steamers within the period indicated in the charter- 
parties had induced the Odessa Chamber of Commerce to declare 
that, by the custom of the port, lay days should begin to count, 
not from the day when the shipmasters announced their readiness 
to load, but from the day when the steamer was provided with 
a loading berth. 

“This decision, which was first enunciated on December 2nd, 
elicited protests from the Chamber of Shipping of the United 
Kingdom having its head-quarters in London, which through its 
affiliated associations represents 1,500 steamers of the class 
trading to Odessa, from the Glasgow Shipmasters’ Association, 
and from the North of England Steamship Owners’ Association. 
Various meetings have since been held between the British 
shipping agents in Odessa and delegates of the Chamber, with 
the result that the latter have induced the administration of the 
South-Western Railway Company, which enjoys a monopoly of 
the loading of nine-tenths of the grain, to consent to the following 
arrangement. Instead of loading steamers lying broadside 
on the quay as heretofore, they will undertake to load them 
when moored two-thirds of their length abutting on the quay. 
In this way, besides the seven berths allotted to steamers moored 
under the shoots and conductors, the available space, which up 
to the present gives loading berths to 13 steamers, on an average, 
will henceforth afford accommodation for about 20 steamers. 
This accommodation is independent of that available for dis- 
charging steamers. 

“It is not considered likely that shipowners will consent to 
the above arrangement, but they will have to protect themselves 
by a special clause in the charter-parties.” 


* Referred to on pp. 164-5 of the February number of the Journal. 
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Tue or FRANCE witH TuNIS IN 1888. 


A report, dated the 26th January last, has been received from 
Mr. J. A. Crowe, Her Majesty’s Commercial Attaché at Paris. 
enclosing statistics of the trade of France with Tunis in 1888, 
which appeared in the Journal Officiel of the same date. 
Mr. Crowe, in reviewing these statistics, says :— 

“ There is a fair advance in the imports from ‘Tunis into France, 
which rose from 5,440,039 franes in 1887 to 7,247,754 francs in 
1888. 

“The balance of 1,807,715 francs in favour of last year is due 
chiefly to an increase of 1,222,850 francs in the value of the trade 
in olive oil. 

“More wool, too, has been sent to France, as well as more 
wax. 

“In about the same ratio as the imports into France improved, 
those of France into Tunis declined. 

“They declincd from about 14,000,000 to about 13,000,00U 
francs ; the chief decreases being in silk, buttonware, woollens, 
cottons, fruits, spirits, yarns, and chemicals, 

“The loss under these heads is not compensated by increase, 
some of them important enough if taken singly, upon skins, slops, 
sugar, metalwares, beer, cheese, preserved meat, linens, vegetables, 
and soap. 

“The movement of bullion is still from Tunis to France. It 
was 5,606 335 to French ports in 1888.” 


Tur Ports or NANTES AND St. NAZAIRE, 


A report, dated the 11th February last, has been received from 
Mr. B. Pauncefote, Her Majesty’s Consul at Nanies, transmitting 
copy of a report recently issued by the Nantes Chamber of 
Commerce respecting the positions of the ports of Nantes and 
St. Nazaire, with regard to the uew ship-canal between them. 
Mr, Pauncefote, with respect to this question, says :— 

“ The vast strides made of late years by the port of St. Nazaire 
is entirely due to the enormous sums expended in the construction 
there of spacious docks for the accommodation of the larger class 
of merchant vessels which, owing to the difficulty of navigation in 
the Basse Loire, and the want of water, are debarred from pro- 
ceeding to Nantes. 

«The great bulk of the business done at St. Nazaire is carried 
on with the capital, and for the account of merchants resident at 
Nantes, and St. Nazaire is therefore considered here in the light of 
an outer port or port of transit. 

“ The relative position in a commercial point of view, between 
the ports of Nantes and St. Nazaire, is described in a pamphlet 
just issued by the Chamber of Commerce of this city, as it con- 
tains instructive and detailed information regarding the prospects 
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of the two ports in question. Their interests should be considered 
identical, both ports being in the same department. 

“ The mercantile community here hope that the ship canal will 
save the expenses incident on lighterage at St. Nazaire and 
subsequent transport. These charges vary from 2 franes 50 cents 
to 5 francs per ton; but the waste entailed by transhipment on 
certain articles is much heavier. Notably, oleaginous seeds, the 
transhipment of which results in an increased cost to the oil 
manufacturer of 8 francs per ton, this representing, in a manu- 
factory of medium importance, an extra cost of from 30 to 
40,000 francs per annum, without taking into account the increased 
cost of coal occasioned by its transhipment at St. Nazaire. 
Nantes is certainly a town of considerable commercial importance. 
It is the Chef-liew of the Department—the residence of the 
leading merchants and financiers. Rouen and Dunkirk are cited 
as examples of the great impulse given to trade in ports made 
accessible to vessels of large tonnage. Llopesare entertained that 
on the completion of the maritime canal Nantes will resume its 
place as a great port, and will become the centre of trade and 
commerce in the west of France.” 


CONFERENCE OF WinrE-Growers At NIscH. 


A report, dated the 18th February last, has been received from 
Mr. R. D. G. Macdonald, British Vice-Consul at Nisch, giving 
an account of the Wine-Growers’ Conference and exhibition of 
wine samples held at Nisch on the 13th and 14th of February. 
The conference was opened by His Majesty the King of Servia in 
person. After a discussion of different plans for the development 
of the Servian wine industry, in which His Majesty took part, 
the conference finally decided that a committee of Servian wine- 
growers and others interested in the wine industry, thould be 
formed under the patronage of the “ Société Agricole ” of Belgrade, 
which will be entrusted with the framing of statutes for a com- 
pany for the construction of model cellars at Belgrade. No 
further meetings will be held, but, as soon as the committee has 
finished its labours, shares will be issued to all who are willing to 
subscribe Mr. Macdonald, in his report, adds :— 

* The objection to the scheme appears to be the distance of 
Belgrade from the wine-growing districts in the centre and 
south of Servia, which are the very districts on behalf of which 
the movement was first started; and the expense which will 
attend the transport of wine to the projected cellars, an expense 
which will be doubled in the case of wines returned unsold. 
The vine districts in the north of Servia are those which have 
made the greatest progress both in cultivation and manipulation, 
which are already well known to French buyers and have, 
therefore, less need of being nursed than the products of those 
parts of Servia which are unknown and backward in respect to 
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both quality and quantity. It is feared that the subscribers to 
the new company will be limited to Belgrade, and that the 
encouragement, and instruction so much needed elsewhere will not 
be one of the results of the late meeting. 

“Further resolutions were passed at the sitting of the 
conference; that the ‘Société Agricole’ be requested to take 
steps for the establishment of a depot for wine-making machinery, 
so that parties interested may have means at hand of seeing them 
without the necessity for correspondence with foreign manu- 
facturers; that more American wines be introduced into Servia 
similar to those which have already succeeded so well at 
Semendria, and that experiments in grafting Servian vines on 
American be made in the districts which have been attacked by 
phylloxera; that the Government be prayed to reduce export 
rates on the railways, and that the wine interests of Servia be 
duly considered when new treaties with foreign powers shall be 
contracted in the place of those which expire in 1890. 

“A depét of samples will be permanently established at 
Nisch accompanied by a printed analysis of wines. 

“A delegate from the Bulgarian Agricultural School was 
invited, and informed me that the wines exhibited were very 
similar in character to those of Bulgaria. As a general rule 
the samples were those of the richest and finest wines instead of 
the rougher and cheaper, which are the only kinds in which 
foreign buyers take an interest, and, therefore, the exhibition 
cannot be said to have answered its most useful purpose, which 
should have been to furnish an opportunity for inspection by 
foreigners of the article which they are likely to require.” 


ServiAN DEMAND FOR Goons OF BRITISH MANUFACTURE. 


A despatch, dated the 12th February last, has been received 
from Sir F. R. St. John, Her Majesty’s Minister at Belgrade, 
relative to the Servian demand for goods of British manufacture 
and establishment of a trade for the same. Sir F. R. St. John 
says 

* There seems to be so general a demand here in the purchasing 
public fer genuine British manufactured goods, instead of their 
foreign counterfeits, that not a few importers have, to my know- 
ledge, expressed a wish to establish more direct relations with 
British manufacturers than have hitherto existed, and signified 
their regret that British commercial travellers with sample goods 
are so seldom seen at Belgrade. 

“Two travellers arrived here last July, one of whom, it 
appears, obtained small and quite tentative orders from the two 
principal lamp vendors in Belgrade, who assured me personally 
that they had never been more gratified by results than on these 
occasions, the quality of the goods having proved far superior than 
any previously seen at Belgrade, but, in both cases, unfortunately, 
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was the route by the Danube chosen for their conveyance 
hither, without being at the same time accompanied by certificates 
of origin, which are not needed in the case of goods coming by 
way of Fiume and Trieste, and the consequence has been that 
the duties imposed were calculated on the basis of the general, 
instead of the special and most favoured nation tariff: 

“Among the various classes of British goods most in request 
at Belgrade, which still forms the great entrepdt from whence 
they are distributed throughout the country, I may instance 
cutlery, saddle, harness and boot leather, harness fittings and 
saddlers’ thread, as well as cloth and tweeds for men’s clothes, 
soap and perfumery generally, and other commodities too numerous 
to mention.” 


ENFORCEMENT OF THE LAW FOR THE PROTECTION OF 
Trave Marks in Rio pr JANEIRO. 


A despatch, dated the 16th January last, has been received 
from Mr. G. H. Wyndham, Her Majesty’s Minister at Rio de 
Janeiro, enclosing an article from the Rio News of the 14th 
January, respecting the enforcement of the law of 1887 for the 
protection of trade marks. The following is a copy of the article 
in question :-- 

* The manner in which the law of 1887 for the protection of 
trade marks has been executed in this city, particularly by 
Dr. Macedo Soares, judge of the 8th criminal district, is worthy 
of the heartiest; congratulation. The license enjoyed heretofore 
by counterfeiters and parasites, who prefer to live on the reputa- 
tion gained by others rather than on their own honest labour, 
has been a frequent source of bitter complaint. It has been 
difficult, if not impossible, to punish these counterfeiters and stop 
their illicit traffic even when caught ‘n flagrante delicto. Under 
the new law, however, and under the rigid interpretation given 
it by Dr. Macedo Soares, not only has adequate protection been 
given to articles covered by duly registered trade marks, but also 
to the trade name under which any business has been built up. 
Not only is this just, but it is a question of necessity in every 
commercial country. Nothing can be more clearly just than that 
amerchant or manufacturer has an exclusive right to the use of 
the name and reputation established by his own effort. 

* A well-known illustration of this is to be found in the efforts 

ade by the Singer Manufacturing Company to protect their 
trade name. The patents having expired on the original inven- 
tions connected with their celebrated sewing machines, the 
manufacture of these machines is of course open to the world. 
Certain unscrupulous manufacturers and merchants, however, 
have not been content with the free use of the trade name which 
the Singer Company is still using. The number of these spurious 
‘Singer’ machines has been very large, and their sale has thus 
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far been protected by the failure of legislators to make a clear 
distinction between tha invention and the trade name of the 
manufacturer. Recently, however, the tribunals of Great Britain 
have made this distinction, and the Singer Company is now fully 
protected in the use of its trade name. 

“The new Brazilian law also makes this distinetion, and the 
prospects are that full protection will hereafter be given under its 
provisions,” 


New Japanese Parents REGULATIONS. 


A despatch. dated the 7th January last, has been received from 
the Hon. P. H. le Poer Trench, Her Majesty's Chargé d’ Affaires 
at Tckio, enclosing copies of the new Japanese regulations re- 
specting patents, which were issued on the 18th December under 
the authority of the sign manual, and which replace the regulations 
of a similar character published in 1885, Mr. le Poer Trench in 
his despatch says :— 

“The new regulations provide for granting of letters patent 
to all inventors whose discoveries are beneficial, or calculated to 
improve existing processes of manufacture, articles of food or 
drink and medicines being, however, excepted. 

“ Sole property in an invention is secured by letters patent for 
a term of 5,10, and 15 years, according to the fee paid. A 
provision is inserted with regard to the lapse of a patent, should 
the patentee fail to make public use of the patented article 
within three years of the date of the patent, or should he with- 
draw it from public use for a period of three years. The Bureau 
of Patents is placed under the supervision of the Minister for 
Agriculture and Commerce, and he has special power either to 
refuse a patent or to impose conditions upon its employment 
where the nation, from a military or « political point of view, is 
interested in the unrestricted use of the invention, or in keeping 
it secret. Foreign patents and foreign trade marks remain as 
before, without protection in Japan, and they cannot receive 
protection as long as the provisions of Japanese law are not 
effective in respect of foreigners living in Japan. 

“ These regulations come into force on the Ist of next month 
(February 1889).” 
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VIIL—MISCELLANEOUS TRADE NOTICES. 


Tue Extension oF THE Metric System. 


M. de Malarce, at a meeting of the French Académie des 
Sciences held on the 4th February last, speaking on the subject 
of the extension of the metric system of weights and measures, 
said :— 

“In 1887, the countries where the decimal metric system is 
obligatory have an aggregate population of 302 millions of people 
(302,539,297), an increase of 53 millions over 1877. 

“The countries where the metric system is authorised by law as 
optional (England, usual British Colonies, Canada, United States) 
include 96,900,000 souls (96,996,499), an increase of 19 millions 
over 1877; and the countries where the metric system is legally 
admitted in principle or applicd in part (for the Customs) 
(notably Russia, Turkey, British India) comprise a population 
of 395 millions (395,282,000), an increase of 54 millions ove 
1877. 

“To sum up, the metric system is legally recognised in the 
civilised world among 79+ millions of people (794,817,796), an 
increase of 126 millions over 1877. This increase is due to the 
growth of the population of the countries which had already 
adopted the system, and to the adoption by new countries. 

“These 794 millions of people represent a proportion of 6] per 
cent. of the population of the civilised world, that is to say cf 
countries which have official censuses and enumerations of the 
population and which have 1,311 millions of inhabitants. 

“China, Japan, and Mexico have various systems, decimal 
but net metric ; they represent a population of 474 millions of 
souls, 

“Other civilised peoples, not included in the foregoing, have 
systems which are neither decimal nor metric; they represent 
a small fraction of the civilised world: 42 millions of inhabitants.” 


OranGe INDUSTRY. 


According to La Nature, Spain is the principal producing 
country for oranges in Europe. At Carthagena and at Alcala are 
situated the most important plantations, and these which supply 
the fruit which is most esteemed, with a delicate thin and pale 
yellow rind, exhaling a pleasant cdour. The Murcia orange, 
which is often confounded with that last described, is not su sweet, 
and the skin is rougher, thicker, and of a deeper yellow colour, 
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After Spain and Portugal, Italy, and particularly Sicily, are 
countries of a considerable industry in oranges. The common 
name agrumi includes oranges, lemons, mandarins, citrons, berga- 
mots, and other varieties. In Sicily the orange, in one or other 
of these forms, is cultivated everywhere. The fruit is exported 
from Messina, Catania, and Palermo, mainly to Trieste, Odessa, 
and North Germany. Formerly corn was the principal product 
of the soil, but at the present time cereals have beeu supplanted 
by the vine and the orange. 


Toe Tramways or Europe. 


The Belgian Bulletin du Musée Commercial for the 9th Febru- 
ary last says that M. de Lindheim, of Vienna, has recently pub- 
lished very complete statistics of the tramways of Europe. These 
are some of the Austrian statistician’s figures :—-During the year 
1886-87 there were open in Germany 843 kilometres (the 
kilometre =*621 of a mile) of tramways, carrying 245,657,503 
passengers. England had 1,419 kilometres of tramways, with 
416,518,423 passengers, France possessed 718 kilometres, but 
the number of passengers is not given. Switzerland, on 
26 kilometres of tramway, carried 6,677,874 passengers. In 
Germany there were 3,345 tramears, 3,494 in England, 2,780 
in France, 1,271 in Austria, and 88 in Switzerland. Engiand 
is the country in Europe which possesses most horses and 
locomotives (25,501 horses and 484 locomotives). France 
employs 9,035 tramway horses. M. de Lindheim has also given 
his attention to the different systems of traction. According 
to him, electricity is the cheapest motor power. If the necessary 
expenses for electric traction be represented by 1, the expenses 
of horse traction amount to 1°47. 


LEGISLATION RESPECTING Foreign TRADING COMPANIES IN 
Russia. 


The Revue Commerciale et Industrielle du Caucase, quoting 
from the Russian Nouveau Temps, says :— 

In order to prevent foreign traders from acquiring land contain- 
ing petroleum springs, the Russian Government has framed a law 
forbidding joint-stock companies to purchase or work more than 
30 deciatines* of naphtha lands. 

Recent legal dispositions have just been promulgated on the 
subject of foreign industrial companies which propose to carry on 
their opertations in Russia. 

According to the terms of the law of the 8th July 1888, 
“ foreign industrial companies, whose operations in Russia are 


* The deciatine is equivalent to 2°7 acres. 
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contined exclusively to the sale of articles made abroad, as well 
“ as foreign shipping companies carrying passengers and goods 
between foreign ports and Russian ports, are not compelled to 
“ receive special permission for this purpose, on condition that the 
agents of these companies conform, as far as concerns their 
trading operations, to the general rules in force for all the repre- 
sentatives of foreign merchants, as well as to the various laws, 
and that they will pay taxes corresponding to the nature and 
extent of their business.” 

As to the formalities to be observed by other foreign com- 
panies, they are regulated by the law of the 9th November 1887, 
In virtue of this law, foreign joint-stock companies, having trans- 
actions in Russia without a special authority of the supreme 
power, and to whieh have been delivered certiticates or trading 
licences for the year 1887, have been authorised to receive similar 
documents for 1888, and it has been found necessary to warn 
those of the said companies which havenot yet taken in the manner 
prescribed by law, the necessary steps for demanding authority to 
continue their operations in Russia, that it is necessary for them to 
demand for this purpose a special authority of the Russian 
Government. Companies which had not made their request to 
this effect before the Ist May 1888 were to suspend till the 
Ist January 1889 their industrial and commercial operations in 
Russia. 

According to conventions concluded between Russia and 
different foreign powers concerning the recognition and reciprocal 
protection of the rights of private companies and other trading 
companies, industrial and financial, all societies and companies 
of this nature, legally licensed abroad, can enjoy their rights in 
Russia by conforming solely to Russian laws, and since according 
to the laws in force in Russia no company ean either be established 
or carry out transactions in Russia without a special authority of 
the supreme power, and without the preliminary examination of 
its statates by the competent Ministry, and by the Committee 
of Ministers or by the Imperial Council, any company legally 
constituted abroad can only be authorised to carry on business in 
Russia by submitting to the above-mentioned dispositions applied 
to Russian societies and companies, that is to say, to the pre- 
liminary examination by the Imperial Russian Government of 
the statutes conformably to which the society or company must 
carry on business in Russia, and by obtaining for this purpose 
the authority of the supreme power; and second, that in order 
to avoid delays in the. presentation to the Committee of 
Ministers of the demands of foreign societies and companies 
respecting the authority to carry on business in Russia, the 
requests deposited by the said societies and companies must be 
accompanied by the following documents :—(a.) The articles of 
the society or company approved abroad and riséd by a Russian 
consulate, attesting that the said articles are drawn up con- 
formably to the laws in force in that country; (4.) The proxy 
given by the society or company to its representative in Russia, 
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and conferring on the latter the right to demand the supreme 
authority for the continuance by the society or company of its 
transactions in Russia; and (c.) The reports and balance sheets 
of the society or company for the last five years, approved by the 
general body of shareholders, and indicating the annual amount 
of gross receipts, of the expenditure as well as the net profits on 
all transactions as well as the division of these profits and the 
amount of the dividends paid on each share. 


Propuctrion OF QuIcKsILVER Russia. 


La Nature points out that quicksilver was discovered in Russia 
in 1879, close to Nikitowka. In 1885 a company was established 
to work a mine, and this company began its labours in 1886. 
During the first year, 1887, the mine produced 3,911 pouds of 
mercury, that is to say, 64,066 kilogrammes. It is estimated that 
the whole quantity of ore in the mine amounts to about 12 millions 
of pouds, of which 12 per cent. is mercury. 


Propuction OF Merats in Russia. 


The Gazette de Moscow states, that according to a report 
recently issued by the Russian Administration of Mines to the 
Government, there were extracted in 1886 in Russia 1,720 pouds 
of fine gold, 2634 pouds of platinum, and 279,056 pouds of copper, 


Foop ANALYsIS IN Sr. PerersBure. 


The Russian Noureau Temps states that two hygienic labora- 
tories have been opened recently in the busiest parts of 
St. Petersburg, at which gratuitous analyses are made at any time 
of specimens of the following articles of consumption :—Drinking 
water, milk, flour, bread, meat, wine, beer, and kvass. What is 
offered in these laboratories is merely a general opinion as to 
whether foreign substances occur in the articles submitted, and 
whether the latter are fresh or not. 


ConGkess Or FLAX Growers at St. Pererspure. 


According to the Journal de St. Pétershourg, a congress of flax 
growers met last month at St. Petersburg. This congress 
had under discussion the measures which should be taken to 
prevent the depreciation and adulteration of flax, and to establish 
a central office for the sale of Russian flax on foreign markets 
without the aid of agents. 


MISCELLANEOUS TRADE NOTICES 


The Coan InpbustTrY OF WARSAW. 


The following information respecting the coal industry of 
Warsaw is extracted from the last report of the Belgian Consul 
at that place :— 

«The industry which is in direct relation with all the others 
is undoubtedly that of coal-mining. The production of mineral 
coal is the only one which has made real progress and has 
developed within the last few years. 

“The network of railways having been completed in such a 
way that the principal scat of the collieries is connected with 
:lmost all the factories in the country, the use of mineral coal has 
become general and its consumption increases yearly. 

“All the coal mines known up to the present are found in 
the Dombrowa hollow, near the Prussian Silesian frontier. They 
number 28, in which 136 machines, with 7,824 horse-power, and 
9,572 workmen, are employed. There are extracted annually 
nearly 118 million pouds of coal. 

“Surveys made in the mines belonging to the Franco-Italian 
company have shown the average thickness of the beds to be from 
seven to eight sagenes, that is to say, from 15 to 174 metres, 
which gives, only for the mines belonging to this company, 
3,500,000,000 pouds. 

“Tt may therefore be estimated that, with proper working of 
the coal, the beds already worked may feed all the industries of 
the country, and supply all their requirements for hundreds of 
years to come,” 


Tue CAUCASIAN PYRETHRUM PLANTY. 


The Revue Commerciale et Industrielle du Caucase for the 1st 
(13th) of January last contains the following information respect- 
ing the cultivation of the pyrethrum plant in the Caucasus ;—- 


“ Among the articles of export from the Caucasus, and what 
few countries produce, should be mentioned the pyrethrum plant 
(pyrethrum roseum), the flowers of which are used for making the 
powder which is sold under various names: ‘insect powder,’ 
‘Persian powder,’ ‘ death to insects,’ &e. 

In Europe, these flowers are only found in Dalmatia, but these 
are white, and not rose-violet, as those of the Caucasus. 

The Dalmatian pyrethram is greatly appreciated, and when its 
crop is scarce, the Caucasian flowers are eagerly sought for, and 
their price increases by from 200 to 300 per cent. ; this was the 
case in 1887 and 1888. Prices which had varied between 3 and 
7 roubles for a period of 10 years—from 1875 to 1885 --reached, 
all at once, in 1887, 15 and 16 roubles at Tiflis. 

Formerly a certain quantity of pyrethrum in powder was 
exported from the Caucasus, but Europeans were not satisfied in 
receiving, under this form, this delicate article, first, because they 
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discovered it to be mixed with foreign substances, and, second, 
because the Caucasian could not reduce this powder to the im- 
palpable state requisite to preserve its efficacy. Some Caucasian 
powders have been sold at from 20 to 30 francs per 100 kilos., 
and some lots have not found a purchaser. At the present time 
exports consist only of flowers. It is necessary, first, that the 
flowers should be cut as short as possible at the stalk; second, 
that they should be gathered when ripe ; third, that they should 
be dried in the shade and in a current of air, because, in the sun, 
the bloom and the rose colour are lost; fourth, that they should 
not be mixed with other herbs when being gathered. 

Recently a fraud has been noticed in the packages of Caucasian 
flowers, other flowers resembling the pyrethrum, and dyed the 
same colour, being found. 

Of the quantity exported, amounting to between 175,000 and 
200,000 kilogrammes, last year, three-fourths were badly prepared, 
the season having been a very rainy one. 


MANGANESE Deposits In TRANSCAUCASIA, 


The Revue Commerciale et Industrielle du Caucase for the 
15th (27th) January last, says that the persons working the 
deposits of manganese in Transcaucasia have for a long time 
solicited the aid of the Government for the construction of a 
branch railway between Kwirila and Tchiatoury. In the 
Chorapan district, and in the basin of the Kwirila, the beds 
occupy an area of 126 square verstes (verste="663 of a mile). The 
workings have been begun on both banks of the river in the 
neighbourhood of the villages of Rgami, Zéda-Rgami, Gvimévi, 
Pérévissi, Choukrouty, and Itkhvissi. The manganese, carried 
with great difficulty on the backs of horses, mules, and by arbas, 
to the Kwirila station, is from there sent to Poti or Batoum. 

Professor Kotsovsky, who was sent in 1886 by the Adminis- 
tration of Mines to Transcaucasia in order to examine the 
deposits of manganese there, has just published the results of his 
mission, and the following are his conclusions with respect to the 
projected railway :— 

1. Notwithstanding the wealth of the Tchiatoury beds, they 
cannot be considered as being remarkable. In the Caucasus, beds 
of manganese having an area of 18 verstes and containing more 
than 55 per cent. of metal, have been discovered. 

2. As regards quality, the Tchiatoury ore is exposed to the 
competition of the ores of America, Spain, Caucasia, and deposits 
discovered in the government of Catherinoslaw. According to 
analyses made, the Tchiatoury ore contains 55 per cent. of 
manganese; that of the environs of Tiflis, 60°34 per cent. ; 
of Adjameti, 49°69 per cent.: of Novo-Senaki, 54 per cent. ; of 
Tiflis, 48°72 per cent.: of Koulais. 49°48 per cent.; of Mexico 
and Chili, 55 per cent.; of Spain, 50°55 per cent.; and of 
Sweden, 47°20 per cent. 
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3. The manganese industry is profitable both for the owners of 
the deposits and for the contractors. 

4, Although a brilliant future awaits the manganese industry, 
the construction of a railway with Government assistance does not 
appear to me at the present moment opportune. 

5. A railway would not put a stop to the abuses committed by 
the contractors for the carrying of the ore. 

6. A railway will not contribute to the improvement of the 
manganese industry until a better system for working the 
deposits is adopted. 

7. The construction of a road is the only practicable means 
which may be recommended. With a good route, from 10 to 12 
copecks per poud of ore will be saved in transport. 

8. A system, of control over the manganese industry in Trans- 
caucasia and Caucasia sbould be organised. 

9, The contractors and manufacturers who work the manganese 
deposits have a net profit of from 3 to 6 copecks per poud of ore, 
and the merchants who purchase the ore at the station of Kwirila 
gain in their turn 11 copecks per poud. 


THe PREPARATION OF Driep Fruits TURKESTAN. 


The Revue Commerciale et Industrielle du Caucase for the 1st 
(13th) January last, has the following note respecting the prepara- 
tion of dried fruits in Turkestan :-— 

A work recently undertaken by the Russian Horticultural 
Society is of great importance, especially for commerce. This 
consists in the introduction into Turkestan of an improved system 
of preparing dried fruits. A large number of horticulturists in 
Central Russia have for some time past adopted the system of 
drying fruits by furnace. The last exhibition at St. Petersburg 
demonstrated the brilliant results of this system. There is every 
reason to believe that this industry will develop very considerably 
in the Caucasus and create a new source of wealth to the export 
trade. 


EXPERIMENTS IN KEEPING LivinG FiIsH IN SwEDEN. 


The Swedish Post och Inrikes Tidningar for the 4th February 
last, says 

“During the course of the present winter, Captain R. von 
Miihlenfels, in Carlskrona, has made a singularly interesting 
experiment in the storing of living cod, his object being to test in 
what degree of confinement they could be preserved, not only 
without dying, but without deteriorating in quality. For this 
purpose he placed 1,300 kilogs. of cod, about six weeks ago, in # 
cask, which was smeared within and without with asphalt tar, and 
contained 52 cubic metres. The cask was firmly anchored in 
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fresh running water. During the first two weeks the fish were 
found to have grown thinner, and they had deterioratel in taste 
as well as appearance. But at the end of six weeks those 
which remained were found to have distinctly improved, and at 
the present time they are the better for their captivity, and are in 
excellent condition. A quantity of this cod was sent from Carls- 
krona to Wexi6 on the 2nd February, in one of the railway trucks 
which Captain von Miihlenfels has “specially constructed for the 
transport of living fish, and on their arrival the fish were found in 
capital condition.” 


Swepisu Corron Goons. 


The Swedish Post och Inrikes Tidningar, for the 9th February 
last, draws attention to the great improvement in the trade in 
Swedish manufactured cotton goods, of which the town of 
Norképing is the centre, which is shown by the trade returns for 
1888, 


GERMAN EMIGRATION IN THLE YEAR ISSS, 


The following statement of emigration from Germany, rid 
German ports and the ports of Antwerp, Rotterdam, and 
Amsterdam, during the year 1888, is extracted from the December 
(1888) number of the Monatshefte zur Statistik des Deutscher 
Reichs :— 


Number of 
Emigrants. 


Number of 


Emigrants, States of Origin. 


States of Origin. 


Prussia - 63,103 Reuss-Greiz - 

Bavaria 12,248 Reuss-Schleiz - 

Saxony - 2,297 

Wurtemburg - 6,444 Lippe - 

Baden - ~ 3,860 Lubeck - 

Ilesse 2,220 Bremen - 

Mecklenburg-Schw erin 1,145 Hamburg - 

Saxe-Weimar - 368 Alsace-Lorraine 

Mecklenburg-Strelitz 241 

Oldenburg - 1,038 Not classified 

Brunswick - 322 

Saxe-Meiningen 212 Total for Germany | 98,515 

Saxe-Altenburg 60 

Saxe-Coburg-Gotha 234 1887 99,712 

Anhalt - - - 101 1885 107,238 

Schwarzburg - Sonders- 1883 | 166,119 
hausen . - ol 1881 210,547 

Schwarzburg-Rudolstadt 63 1878 

Waldeck - - 91 
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THe Prick or [ron In GERMANY. 


We learn from Das Handels-Museum that the syndicate of 
sheet-iron makers in Silesia has raised the price of sheet iroa by 
5 marks the ton. The new price came into force on the 
24th of February. 


DEVELOPMENT OF JUTE TRADE IN GERMANY. 


The Belgian Bulletin du Musée Commercial for the 16th 
February last, states that the attention of Hamburg traders is 
drawn to the extraordinary development in Germany of the 
weaving of jute (corchorus olitorius). The German merchants are 
too impatient to allow themselves to be supplied with this product 
through England, and two steamer services have recently been 
established for the special purpose of bringing jute from Bombay 
to Bremen and Hamburg direct. 


INTERNATIONAL Domestic EXHIBITION AT COLOGNE. 


A communication has been received at the Board of Trade 
from Mr. S. Lee Bapty, enclosing the regulations for an inter- 
national domestic exhibition proposed to be held at Cologne from 


May to October of the present year. 

The exhibition will be opened on Saturday, 18th May next, 
and will continue open until the 15th October. 

The committee will make arrangements to supply belt power, 
steam, water, gas, or electricity, at the expense of those exhibitors 
who have made application for it, and they will be charged in 
proportion to the power used. Preference is to be given in 
all cases where the applicant is the inventor, manufacturer, or 
producer of the intended exhibit. 

The general charge for space is to be 5s. per square foot, the 
minimum charge being 5/., payable on allotment. ‘The committee 
reserve the power to modify or remit these charges under 
exceptional circumstances. 

Exhibitors requiring but small spaces, and not wishing to 
undertake the cost of making a special installation, may take 
part in a collective display, including representation, reception, 
and installation of exhibits, attention during the whole period, 
and returning at the close, with use of case, &c. at special rates 
with a minimum of 102 

No exhibits are to be received before the 5th April next, except 
by special permission, and all goods must be delivered before the 
Ist May, and be in order by the 12th of that month, under 
penalty of forfeiture of the deposit and space allotted. 
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QUININE SALes IN HOLLAND. 


The Belgian Bulletin du Musée Commercial, for the 26th 
January last, states that the Dutch Colonial Office has decided 
that the sales of Java quinine bark, made for the Dutch Govern- 
ment by the Dutch Trading Society at Amsterdam, are, for the 
present year, to be made at the following dates :-- 

March 21st, May 2nd, June 13th, July 18th, September 5th, 
October 3rd, November 7th, and December 12th. 


Tue Coat InpustrRY In BELGIUM. 


The Journal de la Société de Statistique de Paris for the 
month of February last says that the statistics of mines and 
quarries for 1887 in Belgium have just appeared, edited by the 
Direction of Mines at the Ministry of Agriculture, Industry, and 
Public Works. 

The total production of coal in Belgium, according to this 
document, is, for 1887, 18,378,624 tons, valued at 147,670,000 
francs; this is a decrease of 1,093,083 tons and 5,132,000 franes 
compared with 1886. The average price of coal is 8 fr. 04 c., 
or 21 cents less than in 1886. But these prices vary according to 
the districts; they have been at the centre within four years: 
in 1885, 11 fr. 50 ¢.; in 1886, 8 fr. 92 ¢.; in 1887, 9 fr.; and 
in September 1888, 9 fr. 20 c. per ton. Mining has been carried 
on in Belgium in 268 places of production, or 12 less than 
in 1886; this reduction is explained by the tendency of the 
prices to fall. The total number of workmen employed in the 
mines is 100,739, or 457 more than in 1886. The number of 
women employed in the interior of the mines has continuously 
diminished since 1883; it was 4,609 in 1883, 4,256 in 1885, 
3,511 in 1886, and 3,201 in 1887. There is a similar decrease 
in these four years for boys and girls below 16 years: boys 9,614, 
8,489, 8,048, 7,920; girls 2,716, 1,612, 1,133, 1,032. Of 1,000 
workmen there were thus 839 men, 42 women, 105 boys, and 
14 girls, According to age, workmen working above ground 
being less than 50 years of age form 82°92 per cent. of the total, 
those from 50 to 55 years 6°75, those from 55 to 60 years 468, 
those above 60 years 5°65; workmen working underground are, 
in the same proportions of ages, 91°50, 4°68, 2-41, 1-41. The 
average wages in 1887 was 815 francs, or 32 francs more than 
in 1886; in some districts the wages are greater, and in the 
midland parts generally they are continually improving. Thus, 
in this district there were paid in 1885, 3 fr. 60 c.; in 1886, 
3 fr. 62 c.; 1887, 3 fr. 77 ¢.; 1888, 4 francs daily, the year being 
reckoned at 280 working days. These more favourable figures 
result from the greater production of coal than for some years. 
The situation is not the same in the basin of the Meuse, Charleroi, 
&e. ‘The results of the working of the mines are very variable: in 
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1887, 90 have obtained larger profits, while 50 others have worked 
at a loss. The number of accidents in 1887, in all the mines and 
quarries, was 198; 303 workmen lost their lives, 80 were seriously 
injured. Of this total the coal mines are accountable for 286 
killed, 61 injured; the metallurgic mines, 2 killed, 2 injured; 
the underground quarries, 1 killed, 3 injured; blast furnaces, 
14 killed, 12 injured. The catastophe at Escouffiaux was itself 
accountable for 35 deaths, The proportion is, to the total of killed, 
2°84 per thousand for workmen extracting coal, against 1°33 in 
1886 and 1°82 in 1885. 


FrencH COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT. 


The following particulars respecting the commercial develop- 
ment of France since the year 1860 are extracted from the 
report of the French Budget Committee for the year 1889 :— 

“The trade of France made considerable progress between 
1869 and the years 1880 to 1883. 

* This progress is represented by the following figures. Im- 
ports and exports together (special trade, ie. imports for home 
consumption and exports of domestic produce) were in 1869 
6,228,000,000 frs ; and they were, in 1880, 8,501,000,000 frs. ; 
in 1881, 8,424,000,000 fra. ; in 1883, 8,296,000,000 frs.; in 1884, 
8,256,00U,000 firs. 

“ Then they fell to the following figures :—- 

“Tn 1885, to 7,176,000,000 frs.; in 1886, to 7,456,000,000 frs. ; 
in 1887, to 7,272,000,000 frs. 

“ This large decrease within recent years appears to have been 
owing to the losses caused by the phylloxera in so large a 
portion of France. It was inevitable that consumption of all 
kinds diminished among the people so heavily afflicted, and the 
trade of the whole country has been affected by it. 

“There is, moreover, another cause which explains the check 
to the development of trade. The greater part of the goods have 
considerably diminished in value, and the figures shown by the 
Customs statements have been proportionately affected. 

“ However, if applying our observations to a more extended 
period, we compare the combined imports and exports of France 
in the last 10 years preceding 1870 and the 10 years ending 1887, 
the following figures are arrived at :— 

“ Decennial average from 1860 to 1869 of exports and imports 
together :—Special trade, 5,335,000,000 firs. 

“ Decennial average during the last 10 years, from 1878 to 
1887 :—Special trade, 7,823,000,000 frs.; and itis found that the 
last decennial period represents over the first the enormous 
increase of about 2,500,000,000 frs. It will thus be seen that the 
progress of France, viewed economically, has been considerable.” 
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TRADE OF Monaco. 


According to a letter from the French Consul at Monaco, 
printed in the French Moniteur Officiel du Commerce for the 
14th February last, the trade of the principality has so much 
increased of late that the Paris-Lyons- Marseilles railway company 
have constructed new quays and warehouses at Monaco, the 
result of which has been to increase the import trade of the 
principality by nearly 50 per cent. during the year 1888. 


Raitway CoNnstRUCTION IN TURKEY. 


The Rerue de l Orient states that the Sublime Porte is well 
disposed towards the construction of what would certainly be the 
most important railway in the Ottoman Empire, a line connecting 
Constantinople with Salonica. It is said that the new line would 
leave the Dedeagatch line by a junction at (jumuldjina, passing 
through Yenidje, Drama, and Serres before reaching Salonica. 
There are, however, very important questions to be decided before 
this great work can be undertaken. In particular, the result of join- 
ing the railway systems of Turkey and (ireece by the Salonica- 
Monastir line of railway will have to be considered. The Lerant 
Herald says: “If the Greeks push their lines of railway to 
“ the frontier, the Turks must do the same under penalty of being 
* placed in an inferior strategic position.” Another journal, 


La Turquie, urges the completion of the network of Turkish 
railways, not on political, but on commercial grounds, arguing 
that a line along the southern coast of Macedonia would tend to 
carry the trade of India through Salonica. For the present, 
however, the scheme appears to find little favour with the Turkish 
Minister of Finance. 


Raitway 1n Asiatic TURKEY. 

The Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople 
announces that the Turkish Minister of Public Works has before 
him at the present moment a scheme for the construction of the 
Samsoun-Tokat-Sivas railway in Asia Minor, the concession of 
which has been asked for by his Excellency Dimitraki Effendi 
Yénidounia. 


THe Servo-Butcarian Treaty. 

The Lerant Herald of the 21st February states, on the authority 
of a telegram from Belgrade, that the negotiations for the con- 
clusion of a commercial treaty between Servia and Bulgaria have 
come to a standstill. 
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BuLGARIAN RAILWAYS, 


The Rerue de ? Orient states that the Bulgarian Chamber has 
voted a law relating to the construction of two new railways, by 
which the Bulgarian Government pledges itself to open a line 
from Yamboli to Bourgas and another through the entire length 
of the country from Kustendil, through Sofia, Plevna, and Tirnovo 
to Schumna and the Black Sea. For the construction of these 
lines, and for the improvement of the ports of Varna and Bourgas, 
a credit of nearly 4,000,000/. has been voted, the Government 
being authorised to borrow this sum. 

With reference to the above, the Official Gazette of Sofia has re- 
cently published the law relating to the construction of the railway 
lines Yamboli-Bourgas, and Kaspetchan-Shoumla-Tirnovo-Sey- 
lievo- Loftcha-Plevna-Sofia-Kustendil, and the ports of Varna and 
Bourgas. The Act contains eleven articles, of which the following 
is a translation -— 

Art. I. The Government is to undertake the construction of 
the railway lines Yamboli-Bourgas and Kaspetchan—Schumna— 
Tirnovo—Sevlievo—Loftcha— Plevna—Sofia—Kustendil, and of 
the ports of Varna and Bourgas. 

Art. II. For the construction of the said lines and ports, a 
eredit of 92,500,000 frs. is granted to the Government, viz. :— 
For the Yamboli-Bourgas line 11 millions, for the Kaspetchan- 
Sofia-Kustendil line 75 millions, and for the ports of Varna and 
Bourgas 64 million frances. 

Art. III. For the construction of the works enumerated in the 
foregoing article the Government is authorised to coutract a loan 
of 924 million francs after having obtained the assent of the 
Sobranjé. 

Art. [V. The railway lines will be of the ordinary gauge of 
1m. 436 mm. 

Art. V. The construction of the Yamboli-Bourgas and Kaspet- 
chan-Sofia-Kustendil railway lines and of the ports will be effected 
in either of the two following ways, namely: by régie, or by 
letting it to a contractor. 

Art. VI. If the lines are built on the régie system, the earth 
work for the permanent way will be done by the army and the 
respective populations of the districts traversed by the line. 
The skilled work and the raising of the buildings, as also the supply 
of the necessary material, will be ceded to contractors in con- 
formity with the law on contracts. 

Art. VII. All persons liable to the corvée for the construction 
of roads, whose districts will be traversed by the line, will con- 
tribute a tax equivalent to the value of ten days’ work towards 
the building of the said line. This tax will be collected according 
to the corvée law for the construction of roads. 

Art. VIII. All necessary expropriations of private property 
will be paid for by the provinces. As regards communal and 
State property it will be granted free of charge. 

Art. XI. The construction by a contractor will be effected on 
the basis of the “Law on Contracts,” in accordance with the 
plans and specifications. The adjudication to a contractor must 
be approved by the Sobranjé, 

A 57728. E 


MISCELLANEOUS TRADE NOTICES 


Art. X. Whatever the mode of construction adopted the 
Government reserves the right to exercise through the channel of 
the Ministry of Finance, a ‘strict and permanent control on the 
technical and financial part of the construction of the Yamboli- 
Bourgas and Kustendil-Sofia-Rustchuk lines, and the ports of 
Varna and Bourgas. After the completion of these linesa branch 
line from Yamboli to Slivno will be built. 

Art. XI. The staff to be entrusted with the surveillance of the 
construction, as well as the method of payment for the construc- 
tion will be designated by the Council of Ministers. 


TRAMWAYS. 


The Revue de l Orient says that the Egyptian Government has 
agreed to lay down two new lines of tramways, one from Old 
Cairo to the Limoun Bridge, with an extension over the Abbasleh, 
and two branches to Boul: ik, one from the Abou-Lela Bridge, 
and the other the Limoun Bridge. The second line will proceed 
from the Kasrel Nile Bridge to the Pyramids, with a branch to 
Boulak-Dakrour. Tenders are to be received at the Ministry of 
Public Works until the 15th of April next. 


IMMIGRATION INTO THE UNITED SraTeEs 1N 1888. 


Bradstreet’s for the 2nd of February last, says :— 

“ During the year ending December 31, 1888, 518,518 immi- 
grants arrived in'the United States, as against 510,058 in 1887. 
Of these, 405,163, or nearly 80 per cent. of the total, arrived at 
the port of New York, against 387,597, or about 76 per cent., in 
1887. Of the total number arriving in this country, 172,317, or 
33 per cent., came from the United - Kingdom, against 178,071, or 
35 per cent., in 1887. The following table shows the arrivale by 
countr ies of immigrants during the past two years :— 


Countries. 


Great Britain and Ireland :— | 
England and Wales 77,168 | 83,493 
Ireland - - 71,761 | 72,599 
Scotland - 23,588 | 21,979 


Totals 172,317 178,071 


Germany - - | 105,924 111,256 
France - 6,869 5,580 
Austria-Hungary 41,665 39,084 
Russia 37,333 25,748 
Poland - 5,902 4,960 
Sweden and Norway 65,949 69,208 
Denmark - 8.756 9,300 
Netherlands | 5,457 5,276 
Italy 47,422 46,180 
Switzerland | 7,619 6,560 
All other countries | 12,305 3,836 
— 


518,518 | 510,058 


q 

| 
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DIscoveRriEs 1N MEXxIco. 


The New Yorker Handel-Zeitung for the 26th January last 
says that rich veins of gold quartz have recently been discovered 
in the Mexican State of Guanajuato. The same authority states 
that the Spanish Government has given a company a concession 
to lay down a submarine cable from Cuba to Yucatan, but that 
difficulties are expected to be met with on the Mexican side. 


The journal Ze Brésil states that during 1887 Brazil exported 
15 million kilogrammes of india-rubber. ‘The supply was 
abundant in 1888, but there is more than 15 million reis 
difference between the price obtained by sales last year and the 
year before. On account of the difficulties thus raised, the 
price of cocoa has also fallen, and that article now with difliculty 
fetches 400 reis, where last year it was sold for 800 reis. The 
amount of india-rubber produced in Brazil of late years may be 
seen from the following statement :— 

Kilos. 


1883-84 10,463,000 
1885-86 - 12,835,000 
1886-87 + «© 38,306,000 
1887-88 - 15,766,000 


The largest quantity came from the province of Para. 


CHILIAN RAILWAYS. 


The Belgian Chargé d’Affaires at Santiago, in a recent report 
to his Government, gives the following particulars on the subject 
of Chilian railways :— 

“The value of the railways is estimated at present at 40 or 
50 millions piastres ; they realise yearly from six to eight millions ; 
the expenditure is from three to four millions for all the services ; 
the clear profit may be calculated at two or three millions. The 
rolling-stock is of the American pattern. 

“The total approximate value carried by the trains in 365 
days is 100 million piastres. Daily, from 80 to 85 trains traverse 
the line. . 

“The telegraph offices in use on the railways exceed the 
number of 90. 

* The extent of the State railway is about 1,000 kilometres ; 
the line goes from Valparaiso to Traiguen, and runs through 
the provinces of Aconcagua, Valparaiso, Santiago, Colchagua, 
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Curicé, Talea, Linares, Nuble, Concepcion, Lio-Bio, and Mallaco. 
The private lines are numerous, and are of an extent of over 
1,500 kilometres. 

“President Balmaceda wishes to devote to the railways 
30 millions borrowed from abroad; a single line from Victeria 
to Osorno and Valdivia will absorb more than one-half, or 17 
millions. ‘Then come the lines from Coihue to Mulchen, Parral 
to Cauquenes, Taleca to Constitucion, Palmiila to Ancones, 
Pelequen to Peumo, Calera to Ligua, Santiago to Melipilla, 
Salamanca to Illapel i Los Vilos, &c. 

“Ina few years a line will connect Valparaiso, on the Pacific, 
to Buenos Ayres, on the Atlantic. On the side of the Argentine 
Republic the Trans-Andean railway works reach San-Ignacio, 
eight leagues distant from Uspallata.” 


SUBMARINE TELEPHONE IN SoutH AMERICA. 


According to an article in Uhland’s Wochenschrift, the first 
submarine line of telephone, laid between Buenos Ayres and 
Monte Video, is now opened, and is found to work infinitely better 
than the majority of overground telephones. 


Cocoa Nut Ow 1n Cusa. 


We learn from La Nature that a special industry, and one which 
seems likely to enjoy a certain amount of success in the future, has 
been started at Baracoa in Cuba by a Frenchman. This is the 
manufacture of cocoa nut oil. According to a report which has 
been made by M. de Bérard, the French Consul at Santiago de 
Cuba, this factory has been fitted up with the latest inventions in 
the way of machinery for producing an oil of absolute purity. The 
cocoa oil, besides its medicinal properties, is useful as a lubricant, 
and as material for the manufacture of soap. It can also be 
employed for lighting. The refined cocoa oil is more economical 
than most other mineral and vegetable oils. It is very fluid and 
does not easily turn rancid. 


THe DEVELOPMENT OF AGRICULTURE IN THE CONGO, 


The following information respecting aticmpts to improve 
various branches of agriculture in the Congo, is extracted from a 
recent report by the Belgian Consul-General at St. Cro:x de 
Ténériffe, who was placed by his Government in charg: of a 
mission to that State :-— 

“ The cultivation of garden plants is attracting some attention, 
and the results so far achieved have been particularly satis- 
factory. 
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“In the stations of Luluabourg, Bangala, Leop )Idville, 
Lukungu, Matadi, and Boma, there are at the present time large 
gardens, which during the whole of the year produce vegetables 
in abundance. The greater part, if not all, European vegetables, 
grow there profusely. 

* The climate allows of the natural cultivation with greater 
success of certain plants, such as tomatoes, pumpkins, water- 
melons, &ec., which only ripen in the extreme south of Europe 
or the north of Africa. 

‘“‘ Hitherto the seeds have come from Europe, but trials have 
been made to prevent the degeneration of the plants, In each of 
the above-mentioned localities a white labourer, generally a 
Belgian cultivator, is employed, who very quickly acquaints 
himself with the requirements of the climate and of the soil. The 
results in this direction are very satisfactory. This is a circum- 
stance which will probably facilitate the colonisation of the State 
by European countrymen. 

“The sandy nature of the soil at Banana has not allowed of 
the carrying out of a serious attempt at cultivation there. The 
situation, however, will be improved by reason of the gardens 
which will be formed with the aid of transported earths. 


* Cattle—There are at the present time three cattle-raising 
centres, Leopoldville, Lukungu, and Boma. 

“ At Leopoldville there are a dozen cows, a bull, and numbers 
of sheep and goats. 

* At Lukungu the situation is almost the same. 

“ At Boma there are always a hundred head of store cattle, 
intended either for breeding or for consumption. 

“These animals almost all come from Novo-Redondo, on the 
further side of Benguela Velha (11 degrees south). Mortality is 
very low among store cattle, and the meat from them is as 
delicious as that from European animals. Mortality is very 
high among sheep. 

* The development of market gardening and the introduction 
of cattle have exercised the most favourable influence on the 
health of the European agents. 


“ Experiments in Cultivation, §c.—LExperiments in cultivation 
are chiefly made with a view to demonstrate to future colonists 
in what way they may embark their capital and avoid risks. It 
should be observed that the Government has not yet been able to 
move freely in this matter. 

“ However, coffee shrubs sent to Leopoldville, Matadi, and 
Lukungu have grown wonderfully, the crop being pronounced 
as excellent. 

“Large tracts of land are ploughed and sown with rice at 
Bangala, Leopoldville, and Lukungu. Leopoldville has produced 
the finest rice up to the present time. In the fertile Lukungu 
valley the plough is used; two draught beasts have been sent 
there to assist in the work. 
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* The cultivation of different spices and of medicinal plants 
will shortly be tried. 

“ Improvement of Native Plants by proper system of Culti- 
vation.—In this way also there is much to be done. However, 
surrounding all the stations there are plantations of manioc, 
maize, bananas, &c. 

“The Government has received tobacco seed from Havana and 
Sumatra. This is cultivated in conjunction with native tobacco. 
The natives cultivate this plant badly, which probably, if it were 
treated in a manner similar to that of the above-mentioned 
countries, would yield a product in all ways suitable for exporta- 
tion. The native Mousseronghes inhabiting the Lower Congo 
successfully cultivate the sorghum and maize besides the ordinary 
African products, such as manioce, sweet potato, &c. This cultivation 
is carried on in all the stations. In the same district and the islands 
of the delta, which are not marshy and covered with mangroves, 
the natives cultivate on a very large scale the ‘ wandu’ haricot, 
known as ‘ Boma,’ which supplies excellent nourishment, both for 
the netive and European. It isa small shrub which bears for 
three years. 

* The cotton plant grows in the wild state, and the natives use 
it for the manufacture of wallets, hats, &e. 

“Tt has not yet been cultivated for trade purposes, but there 
can be no doubt that, improved by a perfected system of cultiva- 
tion, it may compete with American cotton.” 


Tue Foreign TraDe or JAPAN IN 1888. 

The London and China Telegraph for the 4th March last 
gives the following approximate comparative statement of Japanese 
trade in 1887 and 1888 as compiled by the Customs Bureau of 
the Japanese Department of Finance :— 


Export, Gold | Import, Gold 


Imports. and Silver. | and Silver. 


Yen. | Yen. | Yen. 
i888 | 65,705,607 65,455,206 7,843,442 8.732,490 
1887 | 52,407,679 44,304,248 | 11,035,487 8,871,266 


| 


If the amount of the trade for 1887 be computed entirely in 
silver and be compared with that for 1888, the following will be 
the result :-— 


Exports. Imports. Export, Gold Import, Gold 


and Silver. | and Silver. 


Yen. Yen. | Yen. Yen. 
65,705,607 65,455,206 7,843,442 8,732,490 
52,409,223 51,699,769 11,061,126 11,003,371 


| 
| 
| 
| 


— 
| 
| 
! — 

| | 
1888 
1887 
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Exports oF TEA FROM THE EAstT For 1888-989. 


With reference to the notification on pp. 59-61 of the January 
number of the Journal, containing an extract from the Overland 
Ceylon Observer, for the 7th November last, giving an estimate of 
the exports of tea from the tea-producing countries of the Kast for 
the present season, the same paper, in its issue of the 16th 
January last, says :— 

“ When we last wrote or. this topic we estimated the export to 
Great Britain for the current season at 105 millions. of pounds, 
against the London estimate of 100 millions. We have received 
the China and Japan statistics to the end of the year, and a 
consideration of the figures satisfies us that we over-estimated the 
probable supply. They unmistakeably point to the season’s export 
to the United Kingdom being under 100 millions instead of over 
that figure: it will probably be 96 or 97 million pounds. By the 
subjoined returns it will be seen that the export to the end 
of the year is only 93,916,735 lbs, against 111,479,462 Ibs. a 
deficiency of 174 millions. Last season 11 miilions of pounds 
were shipped between the 3lst December 1887 and 31st May of 
last year, the latter date being the end of the season ; but no such 
quantity can be shipped this year during the same period, as the 
stocks at all the shipping ports are reduced to insignificant 
proportions. This scason’s deficiency comprises 24 millions from 
Canton and Macao, 10 millions from Foochow, and about 5 mil- 
lions from Shanghai and Hankow. Considering the large decrease 
in the exports last year as compared with the previous one, the 
falling-off in the China supply is remarkable and very encouraging 
to Ceylon producers. For it is evident, that during the first half 
of this year, at any rate, there is every probability of the supply 
of tea to the United Kingdom not being equal to the deliveries up 
to the 31st May :— 


Exports from China and Japan to— lbs. 
United Kingdom 1888-89 - 93,916,735 
1887-88 - 111,479,462 
vi » 1886-87 - 138,713,929 
America 1888-89 - 55,576,373 
» 1887-88 53,773,077 
» 1886-87 - 60,125,753 


Australasia 1888-89 23,983,924 
» 1887-88 23,043,186 
1886-87 - 19,453,498 


“The increase to the Australian Colonies is certainly not a 
satisfactory feature to Indian and Ceylon planters who are anxious 
to win the Southern Colonists from the ‘posts and rails’ of 
inferior teas chiefly imported at present. In our own case, th2 
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exports to Australia are slowly but surely improving in quantity 
as the following figures will show :-— 


Exports from Ceylon to Australia— lbs. 
Ist October 1886 to 10th January 1887 = 49,082 
eet 1888 = 106,311 
1888 i 1889 = 363,403” 


Tri Mercuanpist Marks Act. 


The Allahabad Pioneer Mail for the 23rd January last states 
that the opinion of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce on the 
Indian Merchandise Marks Act has been sent to the Government 
of India and is generally favourable to the measure. An abstract 
of this opinion was published at p. 196 of the February number 
of the Journal, The consideration of the measure was submitted 
by the Chamber to a sub-committee. In their communication to 
the Government the Chamber says :— 

“The committee of the Chamber quite share the views of the 
sub-committee that, wherever possible, it would be ar advantage 
if the Indian law followed the arrangement and the wording of 
the English Act of 1887 (Act 50 & 51 Vict. c. 28), and they are 
glad to notice from the evidence contained in the Bill itself that 
this suggestion appears to have been present to the mind of the 
framer of the Bill. A close resemblance between the English and 
Indian enactments is desirable to meet the circumstances of the 
great trade between the two countries, and in order to secure to 
Indian litigants under the Act the benetit of the working of the 
similar Act in England. 

“ As regards what should be considered a ‘ material difference, 
that is, a difference or variation in the length of piece-goods 
sufficient to call for an appeal to the Act, the committee of the 
Chamber of Commerce are quite prepared, should Government 
deem such a course advisable, to call a special general meeting of 
the Chamber to cecide, by a rule of the Chamber, the following 
points :— 

(a.) To decide, as regards variations in the length of piece- 

goods, what shall be held to constitute a ‘ material difference.’ 

(4.) How the measurement ot piece-goods and sold by length 

shall be made, that is, whether by the measurement of 
standard yards on the table or on measuring hooks. 

(c.) The marking of nett weight of yarns. 

“In making this suggestion the Committee are actuated by a 
desire to secure the efficient and easy working ofthe Act, and 
have in view the example set by the Manchester Chamber of 
Commerce when the English Act of 1887 became law. 
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“ On the question of the stamping of piece-goods the following 
opinion is passed :— 

“A very important suggestion put forward by the sub- 
committee—though with one dissentient—is that the stamping 
upon all goods sold by length or the piece, of the length of such 
goods in standard yards of 36 inches or fractions of a yard, should 
be made compulsory. 

“The committee of the Chamber of Commerce have, after 
special consideration of the principle here involved, come to the 
decision that the interests of the trade generally, of the honest 
trader, and of the Indian consumer, require them to give to this 
recommendation their strong support. ‘The scope of the ‘ Indian 
Merchandise Marks Act’ is so wide that as regards goods sold 
by length, a door would be left open for a resort to those 
fraudulent practices the measure is intended to combat, if the 
importation of goods not bearing a stamp of length were per- 
mitted. The committee have made inquiries which satisfy them 
that even in Calcutta this way of escaping the provisions of the 
Act has already begun to be availed of, and they have reason to 
believe that the importation of goods having no stamp of length 
is on the increase. 

“Some five years ago a powerful agitation against ‘ unstamped 
goods’ sprung up in Bombay and led to a combination on the 
part of native dealers, which resulted in the almost total displace- 
ment of such goods in the Bombay market. The agitation spread 
to Calcutta, where it forced itself on the consideration of the 
Chamber of Commerce, and induced the committee to sanction 
special arrangements for the protection of native buyers, not only 
against goods not stamped with an indication of length, but also 
against goods incorrectly so stamped. The committee feel them- 
selves justified in saying that the experience of the various Indian 
import markets points very clearly to the mischief which will 
result from allowing goods to be brought forward for sale bearing 
no indication of their length, and on this point they would ask to 
be excused if they briefly mention some of the evidence which 
has been put before them. 

“In Calcutta itself a trading firm in the import trade felt 
themselves compelled to stamp the length on certain goods. 
because they discovered that the goods they had imported 
unstamped were being fraudulently stamped in the bazaar. 

“At Karachi the importation of unstamped goods has quite 
recently almost disorganised that market. The committee have 
before them a notice, published at Karachi, and dated the 1st of 
October 1888, in the Sindhi, Marwari, Persian, Arabic languages, 
which runs as follows :— 


Notice.—Caution. 


*** Dealers in European piece-goods are warned that for some 
time past, goods have been imported and sold in the Karachi 
market bearing no length stamp, as has been the invariable 
custom up to this time, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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“ ¢ Buyers of goods without length stamp plainly written on each 
piece run risk of being deceived.’ 

“The state of things which has given rise to the necessity for 
such a notice as that just quoted would probably cause at Karachi, 
as it did in Bombay and Calcutta, a combination amongst dealers 
against the purchase of unstamped goods ; and, as at Bombay and 
Caleutta, such a combination would not do more than check, to 
a greater or less extent, the evil at which it was directed and 
would fail to step it altogether. The question which thus forces 
itself upon the consideration of the Legislature is whether such 
an Act as the Indian Merchandise Marks Act, being under 
consideration, the mercantile communities of India should be 
left to combat an admitted mercantile mischief by the proved 
ineffective maans of combinations amongst native buyers. 

* The committee of the Chamber of Commerce are in a position 
to snpplement what they have said above by evidence, not only 
weighty in itself, but so independent in character as, in their 
opinion, to increase its value. During the discussions on the Bill 
the committee received from Mr. James Kerr Bell, a member of 
the Manchester Chamber of Commerce, a letter dated froin 
Madras, December the 19th, 1888, in which that gentleman 
says 

“ <7 find in my visits to the Indian bazaars that the omission 
of length stamps is a source of great misrepresentation in the 
sale of piece-goods. I would suggest that the new Act should 
make the stamping of exact length compulsory. In this way 
the honest trader would be protected from the many underhand 
ways which are at present in vugue to elude the scope of the 
English Act.’ ” 


With reference tc the above, the Z%mes, in its issue of the 4th 
instant, publishes a telegram from its correspondent at Calcutta. 
from which it appears that at the last meeting of the Legislative 
Council the Fraudulent Merchandise Marks Bill was passed. The 
legal member said the Bill related not only to piece-goods, but to 
other classes of merchandise, and dealt with three classes of 
offences—the imitation of trade marks, the application to goods 
of false descriptions, and trading in falsely-marked goods. 
Clauses have been added requiring that the real length should be 
stamped in standard yards in the case of imported goods before 
shipment, and in the case of goods of Indian manufacture before 
removal from the factory. In order to give time to dispose of 
unstamped stocks, the operation of the clauses dealing with 
foreign-made gcods is postponed till August, and that of the 
clauses dealing with piece-goods manufactured in India, till 
July. 
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Post Orricr REruRNs. 


Allen’s Indian Mail for the 4th February last, with respect to 
the condition of postal work in India, says :— 

“ The annual report on the Post Office in India states that the 
year has been one of general progress, and the report illustrates 
how closely the work of the Post Office touches at many points 
of the commercial life of the country. In Burmaha marked 
advance has been made in placing the postal administration on a 
proper footing. 

“ After reference to the saving effected by the new contract with 
the P. and O. Company, by which India benefits to the extent 
of 18,0001, the report states that there has been an increase cf 
14 millions in the number of articles issued for delivery. News- 
papers and parcels have not actually fallen off in number, but 
show a tendency towards a decrease. Letters maintain their 
ordinary rate of increase, while postcards are constantly gaining 
& more important place in the correspondence of the country 
The greatest increase was in the number of book-packets, but. 
this is said to be due to au improper use of the value-payable 
parcel system. This chiefly occurred in Bengal, where it is stated 
that advantage has been taken of the system by some obscure 
booksellers and publishers to send pamphlets, on which a fictitious 
value was placed, to a large number of persons who had not 
ordered them. Special measures have been under consideration 
to put an end to this abuse of the value-payable post, but the 
steps taken will come within the scope of next year’s report. 

“ Nearly 5 million letters were registered, so that in seven 
years, since the registration fee was reduced, the number has 
nearly doubled, notwithstanding the fact that the progress of the 
money-order system constantly tends to lessen the practice of 
sending remittances by registered letters. 

“Great improvement has been effected in rural delivery. 
More than 5} million money-orders were issued during the year, 
showing the constant growth of this system. Nearly 18 Jakhs of 
revenue were paid by special revenue money-orders in the North- 
West Provinces, and the adoption of the rent money-order system 
in those provinces justifies its extension to Lower Bengal. The 
business of the Post Office Savings Banks also shows a consider- 
able increase, but the amount invested in Government securities 
bears a very small proportion to the total balance at credit of the 
depositors’ accounts. 

“ The complaints regarding the defective gum on stamps has 
received the attention of Government, and it is hoped the defect 
will be removed in future supplies. 

« The annual deficit in the financial position of the Post Oftice 
has been reduced by 1} lakhs.” 
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InpIAN TeLEGRAPH REtTwRNs. 


According to Allen’s Indian Mail, for the 4th March last, the 
capital expenditure on Indian telegraphs amounts to Rs. 4,27,77,583 
During the year 1888 over 2,000,800 messages weve sent over the 
wires, the total length of which amounts to nearly 94,009 miles, 
and yielded a revenue of Rs. 66,28,600. The year’s financial 
working left a surplus of Rs, 23,36,412, equal to 5-46 per cent. 
on the capital. 


InpIAN TraDeE witnu THIBET. 


Allen’s Indian Mail, in its issue of the 4th February last, says 
that Indian trade with Thibet has never been of great importance, 
and the uncertainties and disturbances of the last three years 
have almost extinguished it. Three years ago the value of the 
exports and imports amounted to about 6} lakhs, whereas last 
year it was little more than 34 lakhs. 


EXPERIMENTAL Date-PAatmM CULTIVATION IN INDIA. 


The Indian Goverament has, says Allen’s Indian Mail for the 
4th February last, recently imported a further supply of Egyptian 
date-palm seed for experimental cultivation in certain parts of 
the country. 


Trarric Earnines 1n CEYLON, 


The Overland Ceylon Observer for the 17th January last 
publishes a statement of railway traffic earnings on the Ceylon 
Government Railway in the year 1888 as compared with 1887. 

From this statement it appears that the total amount earned by 
the railway in 1888 was 3,346,679 rupees against 2,931,319 r. 
for the preceding year. The number of miles open to traffic was 
the same in both years, 1803. In 1888, 2,182,298 passengers 
were carried, with receipts amounting to 928,953 r. Goods to the 
quantity of 193,183 tons were conveyed, producing 2,302,970 r, 
Miscellaneous (traffic parcels, horses, carriages, mails, &c.) was 
accountable for 114,756 r, The increase over the preceding year 
in the amount received from passengers was 70,616 r.; from 
goods, 339,959 r.; and from miscellaneous sources, 4,785 r. 
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Cyprus WINE, 

The Constantinople Journal de la Chambre de Commerce for 
the 9th February last, states that the supply of Cyprus wine this 
year is exceptionally large, but that, unfortunately, there is little 
demand for it, especially from France. It is feared that even 
less will be sold than in 1888. 


TRADE RELATIONS BETWEEN CANADA AND SOUTH 
AMERICA, 


The Canadian Gazette, in its issue of the 21st February last, 
with respect to the efforts of the Canadian Parliament to promote 
the trade relations between Canada and South America, says :-— 

“The Dominion Parliament now has before it the report of 
Mr. Simeon Jones upon trade relations between Canada and 
South America. Mr. Jones was deputed by the Dominion 
Government to proceed to the Argentine Republic and Uruguay 
to inquire into the subject, and his report will doubtless stimulate 
the movement now on foot in Canada for the establishment, 
under Government auspices, of a direct steamship line. At 
present, Mr, Jones reports, lumber is the great staple article 
that Canada could export to these South American countries. 
In 1886, the Argentine imported no less than 212 millions 
superficial feet; and of this Canada supplied direct only 34 
million, though a large amount of the spruce and pine shipped 
from the United States originally came from Canadian forests. 
Hence, Mr. Jones’ suggestion that Canadian Inmber merchants 
should cultivate South American markets, and cease to depend so 
largely upon the more fickle markets of Europe. ‘There is also 
every probability that Canada could supply some of the immense 
South American demand for coal which is now met almost 
entirely by Great Britain, for at many points in Nova Scotia 
coal could be put on board direct steamers and conveyed to 
South American ports much more cheaply than can be done 
from Great Britain. An export trade might also be developed in 
cheese, agricultural implements, and light cotton goods; while in 
return Canada would be glad to receive sugar, tobacco, and sucl. 
raw materials as wool. The movement is, it seems, regarded 
favourably by the Argentine authorities, and Mr. Jones reports 
the assurance of the Foreign Minister that his Government would 
no doubt grant a subsidy to a direct line of steamers between 
Canada and Brazil equal in amount to that given by the 
Dominion Government. The Dominion Government has shown 
in the Speech from the Tirone at the opening of the Dominion 
Parliament that it is prepared to do its part, and we may therefore 
hope for an early and successful development ef Canadian trade in 
this direction.” 
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Tue Export Trape oF Britisn GUIANA. 


The Demerara Argosy for the 19th January last publishes 
the following table showing the quantity of the exports from 
British Guiana during the years 1888 and 1887 :— 


— | 1887. | 1888. 
Suess. | Hhas. 
To United Kingdom - - - - - 79,417 61,128 
», United States - - - - 67,395 57,408 
», British Provinces - - . - 2,760 1,329 
» Other countries = - - - 288 | 270 
Total hhds. ~ - - - 149,860 120,135 
Estimated weight in tons - - - 134,874 | 108,122 
| 
Rum. Puncheons. | Puncheons. 
To United Kingdom - - 20,677 | 10,368 
United States - - 30 | 4 
» British Provinces - - - - 1,618 | 1,327 
» Other Colonies - - . - 2,614 | 2,374 
. Total puncheons - - - 24,939 | 14,073 
» gallons - - - + - | 2,493,916 1,407,333 
MOLAssEs. Casks. Casks. 
To United Kingdom - - . - 2,948 8,634 
» United States - - - - - 111 272 
» British Provinces - - - 3,029 2,534 
», Other countries - - - ~ - 12,978 | 15,164 
| 
Total casks - - - - 19,066 | 26,604 
» gallons - - - - 1,906,600 | 2,660,400 
| 
| Cubie Feet. Cubie Feet. 
To United Kingdom - - - 191,475 141,483 
» Other countries - - - - - 27,415 56,048 
Total cubic feet 218,890 197,531 
OTHER ARTICLES. 
Shingles - - | 3,740,400 | 3,507,500 
Charcoal (bags) . - - - - 58,546 67,835 
Cocoanuts” - - - 368,677 203,883 
Balata (lbs.) - - - - - | 86,942 248,487 
Plantains (bunches) - - | 356 6,158 
Gold (ozs.) - - - =| 11,906 14,570 
Gums (Ibs.) - - - - 36,940 13,153 


The Argosy goes on to say :-— 

“The total value of the exports during the year is estimated 
at 9,165,619 dols. 8,452,967 dols. of the produce and manu- 
factures of the Colony, and 712,652 dols. of British, foreign, 
and other colonial produce and manufactures. The latter item 
represents the extent of our intercolonial trade, chiefly with 
Surinam and Cayenne. 


| 
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“ According to the Blue Book, in 1887 the exports were valued 
at 2,190,592/. 6s, 74d. (10,514,843:19 dols.), an increase of 
332,005. 14s. 14d. on the value in 1886. Of that, 2,063,487/. 
1s. 33d. was colonial produce; 127,105/. 5s. 4d. foreign. There 
was, therefore, a decrease of 1,349,223°33 dols. in the value last 
year. The figures: fur the four years preceding 1886 disclose 
an almost continuous and exceedingly serious shrinkage of value : 
1882, 3,208,631/; 1883, 3,172,011/.; 1884, 2,322,032/.; 1885, 
1,800,822/.; 1886, 1,842,5857. In 1885 * bottom’ seems to have 
been reached. Although the considerable recovery in 1887 was 
not maintained last year, the circumstance was entirely due 
to the falling off in the sugar crop, from 134,874 tons in 1887, 
to 108,122 tons in 1888, and not from a depreciation in the market 
value of our chief product.” . 


“Vicrorian YEAR-Book FoR 1887-88.” 

Volume II. of the Victorian Year Book for 1887-88, compiled 
by the Government Statist of Victoria, has recently been received 
at the Board of Trade. This volume, which consists of 342 pages, is 
devoted to statistics relating to :—I. Interchange. II. Production. 
III. Law, Crime, &e. in the Colony of Victoria, 


Tue Woot Inpustry oF SoutTH AUSTRALIA. 


The Adelaide Observer, for the 29th December last, with 
reference to the wool industry of Australia, says :— 

* Although in the colonies there has been an increase in the 
number of sheep, as regards this colony very little change seems 
to have taken place. According to Mr. Griffiths, of Sydney, the 
numter of sheep in the various colonies is now 96,460,042, made 
up as follows :—— 


New South Wales - - - 46,963,152 
New Zealand - . - 15,235,561 
(ueensland - - - - 12,926,158 
Victoria - - - - 10,623,985 
South Australia - . - 7,254,000 
Western Australia - - 1,909,944 
Tasmania - - - 1,547,242 


“Ten years ago it was estimated that there were 6,000,000 head 
of sheep in the colony of South Australia, and under the circum- 
stances the increase is exceedingly small and discouraging. 

“ So far as the Customs returns are to hand, the total export 
for the year is 56,000,000 lbs., or about 6,000,000 Ibs., less than 
the total of 1887. It is fully expected that the total export in 
18&8 will reach 65,000,000 Ibs, The December exports are not 
yet obtainable, and there are several outport returns to come in. 
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For purposes of comparison the following figures, obtained from 
the Statistical Department, are given :-- 


Year. Lbs. 

1881 - . - - 50,336,040 
1882 - - - 57,926,306 
1883 - - - 595,463,920 
1884 - - - 64,122,240 
1885 - - - - 52,254,442 
1886 = - - 58,493,555 
1887 : - - - 62,075,113 
1888 - 56,000,000 


* Besides the returns yet to come in there is a large quantity of 


1888 wool river-locked, and if this were included the total pro- 
duction would be elese upon 70,000,000 Ibs. 

“The quality of the 1888 wool has been somewhat irregular, 
and entirely dependent upon the special condition of the runs 
trom which it was taken. The wool generally has been of finer 
quality than in the previous year, although that from the westward 
has not been in its usual good condition. Crossbred wool has been 
searce, and has in consequence fetched extreme prices.” 


EXPERIMENTAL CULTIVATION OF DyEING PLANTS IN 
Soutn AUSTRALIA. 

The Adelaide Observer for the 29th December last states that 
the South Australian Forest Department intend to plant seeds of 
myrobalams of commerce, which have been received from India, 
with a view of ascertaining whether they can be cuitivated in the 
colony. The plant is used for dyeing cloth and leather. 


oF Western AUSTRALIA. 


A despatch, dated the 8th January last, has been received from 
Sir F. N Broome, the Governor of Western Australia, announcing 
theY discovery of a nugget of pure gold weighing 115 ounces in 
the’ Roebourne district. 


TRADE OF CAPE CoLony IN 1888, 


Af communication, dated the 8th February last, has been 
received from the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, 
transmitting copy of a statement from which it appears that the 
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value of wool exported in 1887 was 1,675,0001, last year it was 
2,182,000/. The value of total imports for 1887, excluding 
specie, was 5,036,000/., last year, excluding specie, it was 
5,678,0002. The value of the total exports for 1887, excluding 
specie, is given at 7,720,000/., last year, excluding specie, it was 
8,732,0004 


Revenve Return oF Care Conony. 


A communication, dated the 8th February last, has been 
received from the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, 
transmitting copy of a statement from which it appears that the 
total revenue for the month of January last was 360,000/., as 
compared with 310,000/. for the corresponding month in 1888. 


“THe Arcus ANNUAL AND Soutn Arrican Directory, 
1889.” 


A copy of the “Argus Annual aud South African Directory,” 
for 1889 has been recently forwarded to the Board of Trade by 
the Under-Colonial Secretary of the Cape of Good Hope. This 
volume consists of more than 1,000 pages, and besides serving the 
purpose of a general South African directory, deals with a variety 
of subjects affecting the wealth and commercial and _ social 
development of the various South African States. 


Tue TrADE OF NATAL IN 1888. 


A communication, dated the 18th February last, has been 
received from the Colonial Office, forwarding a return furnished 
by the Governor of Natal, showing the value of the imports, 
exports, gold shipments, and Customs revenue of the colony for 
the last three years. 

From this return it appears that the value of the imports into 
Natal for the year 1888 was 2,890,468/.,as compared with 2,263,920/. 
in 1887, and 1,331,1152. in 1886. The amount of Customs 
revenue last year was 290,084/, as against 231,406/. for 1887 and 
140,403/ for 1886. Exports in 1888 were valued at 1,417,8710. 
(941,562 colonial and 476,309/. non-colonial); in 1887, at 
1,056,959/ (829,352/. colonial and 785,226/, non-colonial) ; and in 
1886, 960,290/. (785,226 colonial and 175,064 non-colonial). In 
the amounts for the non-colonial exports for the years 1888, 1887, 
and 1886 are included the vaiues of rough gold, aggregating 
391,6437 , 143,5512., and 113,166/ for those years respectively. 
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Natat Rattway RetvurNs For 1888, 


A communication, dated the 23rd February last, has been 
received from the Colonial Office, transmitting a summary of the 
Natal Railway revenue and expenditure, 1858, which has been 
received from the Governor of that colony :—- 

“The gross revenue for the whole year was 347,982/. Os. 7¢., 
and the working expenditure 119,363/. 18s. 4d., or a difference as 
net revenue of 148,618/. 2s. 3d., which gives, upon a capital of 
2,765,5001, a return equal to 5/. 7s. 6d. per cent. per annum. 

“It is to be noted that the capital expenditure derived from 
loan funds and general revenue upon open lines in respect of 
engines, rolling stock, buildings, sidings, machinery, workshops, 
&e. amounted to 40,561/. 7s., which is assumed to be added to 
the capital upon which interest has been earned in the foregoing 
statement. The revenue has increased over the year 1887 by 
35 per cent. The working expenditure has increased over the 
year 1887 by 14} per cent., including the relaying with steel 
rails of 124 miles and with creosoted slc: pers of 114 miles of the 
permanent way of the original railway. The gross working 
expenditure amounts to 574 per cent. of the revenue.” 
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IX.—THE AGRICULTURAL AND INDUSTRIAL 
CONDITION OF GUATEMALA. 


The following account of the agricultural and_ industrial 
condition of Guatemala is extracted from the last report of the 
United States Consul at Guatemala :— 

“Lying between the Bay of Honduras on the north and east 
Atlantie coast, the Pacific Ocean on the west, and bounded on 
the north by the Republic of Mexico and British Honduras or 
Belize, and on the south by the Republics of Salvador and 
Honduras, Guatemala forms the northern of the Central American 
States, and lies within the parallels of 13 and 18 degrees of north 
latitude. By virtue of its mountainous configuration this Republic 
possesses a varicty of climates, ranging from the torrid to an 
approximate frigid, but mainly a temperate and perennial spring- 
like zone. 

“ San José, Champerico, and Ocos are the ports of Guatemala 
on its Pacific coast. The Pacific mail line of steamers, 
connecting, by way of the Isthmus of Panama, with its own 
line on the Atlantic Ocean from New York, touch at these ports, 
carrying mails and passengers, with large amounts of freight, 
on the route to and from San Francisco and the city of Panama. 
There is also a line of German steamers which engage in com- 
petition with the Pacific mail in the carrying of freight, but 
which do not run on any published time schedule, and consequently 
are not depended upon in the passenger traffic. There are, 
moreover, a number of so-called ‘tramps, both of steam and 
sail, which put in a desultory appearauce at these ports. The 
Pacific mail is, however, exact and regular in its service, long 
and well established, and naturally engrosses the bulk of 
passengers and freight in the carrying trade of this portion of 
the Pacific Ocean, 

“From San José and Champerico there are two lines of 
railways, one running from the first-named port by ascending 
grade to the hs eo of ihe Republic—the city of Guatemala—a 
distance of 72 miles by its irregular course; and the other from 
Champerico to Retalhulen, a distance of 28 miles. 

“The Republic is conveniently supplied with good mountain 
roads, in some cases suitable for wheeled vehicles, and in others 
for the animal trail alone. Between all principal points of 
thoroughfare, and where the exigencies of the trade demand, 
the cart roads are good, and kept i in excellent condition. Most 
of the distance across the Republic from east to west, that is to 
say, from the Atiantic to the Pacific, must be travelled on the 
saddle, as the roads, following the irregular courses of mountain 
passage, are simple trails, narrow, and in some cases precipitous. 
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“Livingston, Santo Tomés, and Puerto Barrios are ports of 
the Atlantic coast of this Republe. To the first named there 
is a regular Jine of mail and passenger steamers running from 
New Orleans, while a variety and number of vessels from the 
other side of the Atlantic touch there, as well as a line of freight 
steamers from the city of New York. Coasters are also engaged 
running up and down, in the fruit trade chiefly, which touch at 
the ports named, as well as the Republics south, and extend their 
traffic in many cases to South American ports. A project for 
the construction of a grand railway to span this Republic from 
east to west has been on two occasions attempted, but as yet 
failed to be carried out. 

“The mail facilities and conduct of them in Guatemala are 
worthy of notice and commendation. In this respect they stand 
on a par with the greatest nations, affording reliable and safe 
means of communication with all parts of the world. And this 
is equally true of the interior telegraph and postal system, which 
carries messages and the mails promptly and efficiently to all 
portions of the Republic. 

“Means for individual transportation other than the railways 
mentioned are confined to the regular lines of ‘diligencias,’ or 
stages, which ply between the city of Guatemala and Antigua, 
a five-hours’ journey, and Quezaltenango, the second city of size 
and importance in the Republic, occupying three days and two 
nights of rest on the road in the transit. The first-named pass 
only through the Indian pueblo of Mixco, resting on the route 
at the wayside inn of San Rafael for refreshments on their 
journey to Antigua. The greater portion of the distance is a 
steady ascent of the mountain foot range of the voleano Agua 
until San Rafael is passed, when the road descends gradually 
until Antigua is reached, with a height 200 feet greater than the 
city of Guatemala, or an altitude of nearly 5,000 feet above the 
sea. 

“The road to Quezaltenango branches off from the one just 
mentioned near to San Rafael. 

« Water power is abundantly supplied by the numerous streams 
and natural falls, which are to be found in almost all parts of the 
country. Various deep rivers water the departments of the 
Republic. Among others, the Michatoya, having its source in 
Lake Amatitlan, forming a grand fall of 300 feet near its rise. 
At the point of its confluence with the Maria Linda River it 
becomes navigable, so that the timber exported is floated on its 
surface to port. Another among the larger rivers is the 
Guacalate, also the Cuyolate, which receives several tributaries in 
its course, and the Purulate, celebrated for the relief of nervous 
and rheumatic diseases. ‘These are among the principal streams 
of the department of Escuintla which covers a space of 1,900 
square miles in area. 

“On the northern side of the Republic, and emptying into the 
Atlantic Ocean, there are likewise a large numbei of watercourses 
—the picturesque Dulce, and the Sarstoon, among the chief 
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navigable rivers, and the Montagua, which is about being con- 
nected by canal with the coast. In leed, there seems to be no 
portion of this Republic, on mountain, vale, or plain, where water- 
power may not be fully supplied for manufacturing or other 
desirable purpese. The Zapote, near the city of Guatemala). is 
utilised for giving dynamo power to light the streets and some of 
the residences of that city by means of electricity. Flour mills at 
Antigua and Quezaltenango, and saw-mills near Palin, are also 
run by water-power, while the machinery employed upon sugar 
and coffee estates is kept in motion by the same useful agent to 
supplement the labour of man. 

“The soil of Guateinala is generally fertile and of great variety 
in its chemical constituents; much of it is of decomposed lava, 
besides loamy, alluvial, and vegetable decomposition. It is capable 
of a high state of cultivation, a large portion of it being at 
present uncultivated. The agricultural, mineral, and arboriferous 
resources are exceedingly varied and numerous. The vegetables 
and fruits of the northern zone flourish literally by the side of 
those which belong to the torrid zone. Thus it is not unusual to 
observe the apple and peach tree bearing its fruit in close proximity 
to the orange and lemon. 

“Coffee and sugar are the great staple products, the former 
being the chief, and for which both soil and climate seem to be 
most favourably adapted. 

“I may remark in connexion with coffee culture that it is a 
matter of time and money for a favourable pecuniary result. One 
must be prepared for a capital outlay proportioned to the expected 
extent of cultivation of the coffee tree in order to purchase land, 
machinery, and incidental fixtures of the proposed established jinca 
or cafetal, and patiently wait three years for the maiden crop, 
which will barely pay expenses, meantime devoting one’s self to the 
laborious operation of nursery planting, holing, transplanting, and 
pruning ; fighting, it may be, the hordes of grasshoppers, which, in 
places, seem to have an especial predilection for the tender shoots, 
and which frequently consume them. Once successfully established, 
however, the gains are very large, and worth all the anxiety 
and labour employed. 

“The timber of Guatemala is abundant. There are forests of 
mahogany and pine, with a great variety of other woods which 
are capable of being used for manufacturing purposes. The 
balsam tree grows wild. There are forests of the india-rubber 
tree, besides the textile plants, such as the maguey (agave 
Americana), the saltwort, the soft rush (earludovica palmata), the 
solt aloe ( furcroya gigantea), all capable of becoming the bases 
for remunerative industry. 

“ Resins, gums, and balsams are met with, such as the liquid 
amber, the copal tree, the turpentine fir, vegetable wax ((myrica 
cerifera), vegetable soap tree (myristica sebifera), the sarsaparilla 
root, quinine bark, vanil!a beans, cocoa (the finest, it is said, in 
the world), the Chiapas pimento tree, the tamarind, and a 
great niany other valuable trees indigenous to the scil, but the 
names of which I am unprepared to supply. 
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** With regard to rubber and mahogany I shall refer particularly 
to the northern coast, where tiey are articles of more extensive 
shipment. The exports of rubber for the past year were 
35,203 pounds, an increase of more than 5,000 pounds over that 
of the previous year. This useful article has been hitherto badly 
handled by a bleeding process of the trees which threatens to 
measurably exhaust them. The attention of the authorities, 
however, has been called to this maltreatment, and they are 
taking active steps to prevent its continuance. The rubber tree 
grows well on good soil, and might be planted with reasonable 
expectation of a favourable pecuniary return; but as from 15 to 
20 years are required to obtain a profitable result, it does not 
hold out such inducements for enterprise as the agriculturist 
demands, unless in connexion with banana plantations. When 
the tree bearing that fruit is exhausted it may come into its place. 

“Tn the case of mahogany, this valuable timber exists in large 
quantities. Thus far the cutting has been confined to the banks 
of the streams, where advantage could be taken of floods to float 
the logs and raft them to port for shipment. Only a small quantity 
of this timber goes to the United States. The great difference in 
rules of measurement (8 per cent. against about 30 per cent. 
reduction on gross measurement) gives preference to the markets 
of Europe. ‘The prices of merchantable lumber in this market 
are as follows:—-Pine at the mills is sold at 4} cents per foot ; 
cedar, 5} cents; mahogany, 64 cents. Oak is sold by the piece, 
of various dimensions. It is hewn by the Indians with the 
machates and brought to market on their backs. The sizes 
are usually from 3 to 5 feet in length, and 2 to 4 inches in thick- 
ness. There is no fixed price, but a piece of oak 4 feet long, 
2 inches thick, and 4 or 5 inches wide, costs about 624 cents. 
The measurements given are Spanish, on the basis of the vara 
(2 feet 9 inches to the yard), and the price in Guatemalan 
currency, which is about 70 cents on the dollar in United 
States gold. 

* Pursuing the movements and culture of those products which 
find shipment from the Atlantic coast, of which the town of 
Livingston is the port, I desire to mention sarsaparilla. The 
exports of this article during the year 1887 were 51,511 pounds. 
This product was in such demand at one time, and commanded 
such good prices, that the natives gave up almost every other 
kind of employment and devoted themselves entirely to its 
production. During the past two years, however, the price has 
fallen from 31 to 33 cents per pound to 16 to 18 cents per 
pound, and the demand has largely fallen off owing, probably. 
to a glutted market. It grows readily from cuttings of the 
indigenous vine, and, as tne natural supply is giving out on 
acccunt of careless digging of the root, it is possible that the 
cultivation of sarsaparilla could be made profitable, even at the 
present low prices. 

“The banana crop is one which just now excites much care and 
attention on the Atlantic coast. The export of this fruit during 
1887 was 117,514 bunches. Favourable decrees on the part of 
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the Government, by which land can be readily purchased at a 
low price (say 30 to 35 cents per acre), have stimulated this 
industry, and it is believed that during the coming season the 
production will be quadrupled. A number of our fellow-citizens 
have settled in the section referred to, and either bought planta- 
tions already producing or are busied planting new ones. 
Livingston, on account of its ready communication with New 
Orleans, offers peculiar advantages for the banana trade. The 
rich alluvial lands lying along the Dulce and Sarstoon rivers, and 
on the shores of Lake Yzabal, are well adapted for this species 
of fruit culture. 

“Tt is estimated that 250,000 banana plants have been set out 
during the past season. The profits from a well-managed banana 
plantation are variously estimated at from 75 dols. to 100 dols. 
per acre each year. Those most familiar with the business 
inform me that this estimate is not too high, Bananas will 
come to perfection in their production in the course of 12 to 16 
months’ time. ‘The average cust per acre, up to time of pro- 
duction, is 25 dols. The cost of transportation to steamer varies 
with the quantity produced and location of the plantation. The 
price paid at the port per bunch is 50 cents during seven months, 
and 374 cents during five months in the year. 

* Trees are being set out in the midst of the banana planta- 
tions, and it is reasonable to anticipate that there will be ina 
few years’ time a large eddition to the limited supply of cocoa- 
nuts which now find their way out of the country. The cultiva- 
tion of cocoa-nuts is considered a very profitable business, but 
more capital is required than is necessary for the outlay in the 
growing of bananas and other fruits. Cocoa-nuts are produced 
in from six to eight years, and a plantation eight to nine 
years old is computed to be worth 1 dol. for each tree annually, 
which would be a yearly income of about 150 dols. per acre. 
Owing to the long period which one would be cbliged to wait 
for returns from this investment, it would be better, doubtless, 
to cultivate the cocoa-nut tree in connexion with bananas, as their 
sustenance does not require the same properties of soil, and they 
would begin to yield about the time of the natural exhaustion of 
the banana tree. 

“The pine-apple grows most prolifically near the coasts, and 
some distance in the interior of the Republic. The pine-apples 
in the neighbourhood of Escuintla and Retalhulen, as well as on 
the northern coast, adjacent to Livingston, are especially fine. 
No land seems too poor for their production. It is claimed that 
the fruit is too perishable for shipment, but the fact is, as T am 
reliably informed by a gentleman who has had personal experience 
in forwarding this fruit to Louisiana and Mississippi, it arises 
from careless packing. His own experience demonstrated that 
the fruit he shipped to the points named arrived in excellent 
condition. Pines, which sell readily in the United States at from 
25 to 50 cents each, are reluctantly received on board of the 
steamers at Livingston at 62} cents per dozen, It is believed 
that a canning establishment for pines at that port would not fail 
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of success. A line of fast freight steamers between the United 
States and the Atlantic coast of this Republic would greatly 
stimulate the fruit industry and carry safely and in sound con- 
dition tropical products to northern ports. The export of pine- 
apples last year from Livingston was 91 dozen. 

*“ Peaches, pears, and apples are abundantly grown in the higher 
altitudes of Guatemala. But they lack the quality and flavour of 
the same fruits of the north. They are remarkably good, how- 
ever, for preserves. Aquacate (the alligator pear) abounds, and 
is a popular table accompaniment as a vegetable, both in soup 
and as a salad. Both the lime and the sweet lemon are indigenous 
to the soil, and are to be found in every portion of the country 
where fruit trees grow. It may be generally stated that beets, 
pears, string-beans, cabbages, cauliflower, the black bean, and all 
kinds of garden vegetables are grown and supplied here. Potatoes, 
however, frequently fail under cultivation, and are often in limited 
supply as a consequence, commanding extravagant prices. Large 
quantities are, however, received from time to time, by shipment 
from California. 

* Rice is a cereal which is cultivated on a limited scale for 
home consumption, and an article of diet very populirly used. In 
view of the results attending its cultivation on the Atlantic coast, 
it is a matter of surprise that it has not become a product for 
exportation. A resident of Livingston produced last year, on the 
same land, two crops, of 900 and 700 pounds respectively per 
acre. Considering the small cost of its cultivation, and machines 
for cleaning, one could reasonably anticipate an immense profit 
from rice culture. 

“ Several plantatiors of the cacao bean have been started in 
the department of Yzabal, but, although the trees thrive, the 
‘production has failed to prove remunerative. This is evidently 
from lack of knowlelge as to the proper method of cultivating 
the bean. Its quality when grown is said to be superior to that 
in any other portion of the world. Corn is the cereal upon 
which the labouring classes mainly depend for their daily food. 
Crushed, in the primitive fashion, on a stone, mixed with water 
into a paste, flattened between the hands, and placed upon the 
charcoal fire, it forms the ¢urtilla, which, with frioles (black 
beans), constitutes the substantial meal for the Indian and most 
of the poorer ladino class. 

““ Wheat is grown in the neighbourhood of the city of Quezalte- 
nango, and in small quantities at a few other points of high 
altitude. It makes, unmixed with foreign wheat, a dark-coloured 
flour. The production of this cereal is not sufficient for the 
demand of the market, and a large amount, in the shape of flour, 
is imported. There is also a considerable quantity of wheat im- 
ported which is used to mix with the native product in the 
manufacture of flour. Barley is grown to some extent, and used 
in the manufacture of the beer of the country. 

“ There is no good reason why experts should not raise good 
tobacco in Guatemala. An American citizen with extensive 
experience in the growth, manufacture, and sale of tobacco, 
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showed to me a sample of Jeaf which he raised near the city of 
Guatemala, and for which he had been offered 40 dollars pec 
quintal. The seeds of the country are useless. The best are to 
be had from Ohio, Pennsylvania, Havana, but above and far 
beyond all the rest, those of Sumatra. Turkish seed also gives a 
very good result. Tobacco planting here requires a loamy, sandy 
soil. The average production of Pennsylvania and Ohio seed 1s 
1,000 pounds to the acre, that of Havana and Sumatra between 
400 and 500 pounds, and the Turkish between 200 and 300 pounds 
to the acre. 

“In Guatemala the seed is sown ahout the 24th of June. 
This, I am informed, is a great mistake, on account of the rainy 
season being due about that date. It should be sown early in the 
month of May, six months being required to perfect the leaf. 
Tobacco-raisers here are, as a rule, ignorant of the proper method 
of curing. They hang the leaf in the sun, which has the effect of 
prematurely drying it, and consequently of destroying its quality 
and virtue ; afterwards they wet the leaf, and put it into a press, 
and by so doing it is caused to ‘sweat’ and become rank. The 
department of Chiquimula produces the largest quantity of 
tobacco grown in Guatemala. Zacapa produces about 6,000 
plants, yielding 1,200 pounds. In Santa Rosa a good quality of 
tobacco is raised. Antigua also possesses the requisite quality of 
soil, but apparently lacks those whv know how to utilise it in the 
respect mentioned. The very best quality of tobacco is grown in 
the immediate neighbourhood of the city of Guatemala, because 
the climate is well adapted to it—the soil does not become too dry, 
and is free from frost. 

“ There is no tobacco exported from this country. The im- 
portations from Central America amount to 800,000 pounds in leaf 
and scraps ; from Cuba and Europe, 500,000 cigars and cigarettes. 
There is a tax of 6 cents per pound net weight on the tobacco 
grown in the Republic. Duties on imported tobacco are 10 cents 
per ponnd vet weight on scraps, and 1 dol. per pound gross 
weight, including boxes, on cigars, cigarettes, snuff, smoking and 
chewing tobacco. The increase in the production of tobacco in 
Gruuatemala may be noted by the fact that the figures for the total 
production during the month of January, 1887, were 1,511-70 
dols., while those for the corresponding month in 1888 were 
4,520°64 dols., thus showing an increase of 3,008°94 dols., or 
nearly 200 per cent. 

“The manufactories of Guatemala are exceedingly limited 
compared with the excellent facilities which are at hand for their 
development, and the need of their employment. As has been 
stated, water-power is abundant, and a spirit of enterprise, com- 
bined with the requisite amount of capital, is all that is lacking to 
create thriving industry by mechani-al means, and to reap the 
substantial advantages of its activities. There are but few 
factories in Guatemala worthy the name. In Quezultenango and 
in Antigua there are a few flouring mills and one or two furniture 
factories of limited size. In the city of Guatemala there are manu- 
factories, on a very small se:le, for certain articles of merchandise, 
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but all that is made for use and wear is done by hand, with the 
help of the now ubiquitous sewing machine. There are favourable 
inducements for the establishment of factories for glass and china- 
ware, paper, furniture, waggons, agricultural implements, cotton and 
woollen goods, all of which, and many other articles of general 
use, are now imported and command the most exorbitant prices 
for their purchase. 

“ Labour is performed chiefly by Indians throughout the agri- 
cultural districts, and by the mixed race of Spanish and Indian, 
known as the ladino class, in the cities. Their rates of compen- 
sation vary according to the nature of their employment. To 
those working in the cafetals from 25 to 374 cents per diem is 
paid. In the cities and towns the rate of wages for household 
servants is from 5 to 10 dols. per month. Ordinary labourers 
receive from 374 to 75 cents per diem, and day labourers on the 
railroads are paid 1 dol. per diem. American carpenters receive 
from 4°50 to 5 dols. per day; American machinists 5 to 6 dols., 
and painters the same as carpenters. 

“There is a distinct and peculiar class of labourers which 
corresponds yery nearly to our express waggons in the northern 
cities) They are called mozos, and carry all kinds of burdens on 
their broad backs, assisted by a strap across the forehead, which 
is fastened by ropes to the load. These useful persons receive 
amounts from 6 to 12} cents, according to distance, the weight of 
the burden apparently not entering into the calculation—neither 
its shape nor its size. 

“ There are evidences, both statistical and to a limited degree 
of present experimental knowledge, of gold and silver mines in this 
Republic. Many of these were worked in the olden time, but 
since abandoned, as it is said, for the want of capital. These are the 
Sastre, Agua Blanca, Laguna, Rincon, San Antonio, and Contreras, 
near the capital of Guatemala. In the department of Huehuete- 
nango there are several unworked gold, silver, iron, lead, and salt 
mines within its limits, with the exception of the Tojlon lead and 
San Mateo salt mines, which are being developed. In the depart- 
ment of Quiché, in the Ilon Mountain, there is a geld mine ; in 
Chinique, one of silver and several quarries of opal, marble, 
alabaster, and gypsum. 

“In the department of Yzabal, not far from the river Montagua, 
there are deposits or placers of gold that have yielded, by the 
primitive process of washing, quite an amount of the precious 
metal in flakes and dust. The value of the goid dust exported 
from Livingston last year was 12,000 dols. 

* Coal exists also in the department of Yzabal. Various seams 
have been discovered, with indications that there are extended 
deposits of it. These coal mines start from San Felipe del Golfo, 
near the Yzabal lagoon, then pass beneath the Goelfete to the foot 
of the San Gil, extinct voleano, near Santo Tomas. It is said to 
be a rich bituminous coal, containing, when distilled, 50 per cent. 
of volatile matter, one-half of which is heavy carburetted hydrogen 
or illuminating gas.” 
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X.—PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF A PERMA- 
NENT CUSTOMS COMMISSION IN THE UNITED 
STATES. 


A despatch, dated the Sth February last, has been received 
from the Hon. Michael H. Herbert, Her Majesty’s Chargé 
; d Affaires at Washington, enclosing copies of the United States 
Senate Tariff Substitute Bill, which passed the Senate on the 
22nd January. One cf the proposals of this Bill is to establish 
a Customs Commission for advising Congress as to the effect of 
the Tariff, Ge. The following is the text of the sections of the 
Act establishing this Commission :—- 

See. 55. That a Commission is hereby created and established 
in the Treasury Department, to be known as the Customs Com- 
mission, to be composed of five commissioners to be appointed by 
the President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 
The commissioners first appointed under this Act shall continue 
in office two, three, four, five, and six years respectively from the 
date of their respective appointments, the term of each to be 
designated by the President, but their successors shall be 
appointed for terms of six years, except that any person chosen 
to fill a vacancy shall be appointed only for the unexpired 
term of the commissioner whom he shall succeed. Any 
commissioner may be removed by the President for ineffi- 
ciency, neglect of duty, malfeasance in office, or other sufficient 
cause. No more than three of the commissioners shall be 
appointed from the same political party. No person engaged in 
importing merchandise into the United States, and no person 
engaged in manufactures, or who is in any manner pecuniarily 
interested therein, shall hold such office. No vacancy in the 
Commission shall impair the right of the remaining commissioners 
to exercise ail the powers of the Commission. The salary of such 
commissioners shall be at the rate of 7,500 dollars per annum. 
They shall be entitled, in addition, to compensation for actual 
travelling and other necessary expenses in the discharge of their 
duties. They shall choose one of their own number to be presi- 
dent of the Commission. They shall have power to employ a 
clerk, a stenographer, and a messenger, and, with the approval of i 
the Secretary of the Treasury, such other clerical assistants as i 
shall be necessary to the performance of thei duties, and at such | 
rates of compensation as they may establish, with the approval 
of the Secretary of the Treasury. Their salaries, expenses, and | 
compensation of the clerk, stenographer, messenger, and such 
additional clerical force as may be thus employed, shall be 
paid out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 
upon the auditing of the same, according to the usual course in 
the Treasury Department. 
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Sec. 56. That the Commission shall establish its permanent 
office at the city of Washington, where it shall be at all time, in 
the usual course of business, ready to hear or receive oral or 
written testimony upon all the specific subjects mentioned in the 
preceding sections of this Act, and generally upon everything 
relating directly or indirectly to Customs duties and revenue. 

Sec. 57. That it shall be the duty of the said Commission to 
examine into and ascertain the average price of commodities 
imported into the United States, both at wholesale and retail in 
the United States, and both in the United States and in the 
foreign places of production, sale, or shipment, for the period of 
six months preceding and six months following any change in 
the rate of Customs duties imposed upon such commodities, 
and this inquiry shall be carried back for a period of 25 years, 
and more, if deemed advisable by such Commission, and shall 
extend to all facts relating to demand and supply, domestic and 
foreign, which tend to influence prices of such commodities, foreizn 
and domestic, and to aid in determining the true effect of the 
import duty or of the change therein in the several cases, upon 
domestic and foreign prices, and upon productions of the same cr 
of other commodities, upon revenue, upon immigration, upon 
profits of capital, rates of wages, and the general welfare. Second. 
To ascertain the amounts in quantity and value of the importation 
of the principal commodities during each of said periods of six 
months preceding and succeeding any such change in Customs 
duties. ‘Third. ‘lo ascertain, as far as practicable, the quantity 
and value of the same or similar commodities produced in the 
United States during the same respective periods. Fourth. To 
ascertain whether in any, and in what instances the particular 
rates of Customs duties have operated to increase or diminish 
production in the United States. Fifth. To ascertain in what 
particulars rates of Customs duties, existing from time to time, 
operate injuriously or favourably to the development and increase 
of American manufactures and productions, or operate injuriously 
or favourably to the consumers of such manufactured articles 
and productions in respect of causing or contributing to the 
payment of unreasonable prices by consumers, or the removal or 
reduction of the same. Sixth. To ascertain the effect of the 
Customs duties upon the price of agricultural productions of the 
country and their sale in the United States markets and their 
consumption in the United States. Seventh. To ascertain the 
effect of such Customs duties, both actual and relative, in respect 
of the employment and the payment of remunerative wages, both 
actual and relative, to labour in the United States, and a com- 
parison of the same with the labour and wages in other countries. 
Eighth. To consider the effect of Customs duties, or the absence 
of them, upon the agricultural, commercial, manufacturing, mining, 
and other industrial interests uf the people of the United States. 
Ninth. To ascertain and compare the actual cost and the selling 
price, both at wholesale and retail, of similar manufactured 
commodities reduced to American weights, measures, and money 
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in the United Sta‘es and elsewhere. Tenth. To ascertain the 
growth and development of the principal manufacturing industries 
affected by the tariff schedules in England, France, Germany, 
Belgium, and the United States for the last 25 years; and 
to ascertain the relative cost of transportation in those countries 
and the United States. 

Sec. 58. That for the purpose of such inquiries and investiga- 
tions the Commission may visit any part of the United States, 
and, by public notice or otherwise, invite testimony and 
information from all persons interested. They may from time to 
time also delegate one of their number to visit foreign countries to 
make investigation respecting the labour and industries of those 
countries whenever such investigation may be necessary to promote 
the objects of the Commission, and they may require information 
concerning the labour and industries of foreign countries from 
consular or other agents of the United States in those countries, 
and such agents shall furnish the information so required, promptly 
and without charge. 

Sec. 59. That the Commission shall report its proceedings with 
the statistics and evidence upon which its report is based, together 
with recommendations for changes in Customs dues which they 
may deem advisable and necessary, and the ground upon which 
its conclusions concerning such changes have been reached, to 
Congress, in the month of December in each year. It shall cause 
the testimony and statistics taken and obtained in respect of the 
matters in this Act mentioned to be printed from time to time, 
and distributed to members of Congress by the public printer, and 
also shall cause to be printed for the use of Congress 2,000 copies 
of its annual report, together with statistics and testimony herein- 
before mentioned. 
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XIL—THE WORKING OF THE MERCHANDISE 
MARKS ACT, 


The following is a copy of a memorandum, which has been 
prepared by the Board of Customs, relating to their procedure 
generally in regard to the importation of goods in view of the 
provisions of the Merchandise Marks Act. 

The Merchandise Marks Act of 1887 does not deal with goods 
which are not marked or described in any manner at all. But if 
any “marks” or “descriptions” are applied to goods, the Act 
requires that such marks and descriptions shall not be of a mis- 
leading character, or what are called in the Act “false trade 
descriptions.” 

The following methods of describing goods are amongst those 
found to be frequently used by merchants, &c., and which come 
within the category of “false trade descriptions” within the 
meaning of the Act. 

1. The use generally of any language in describing goods which 
is net the language of the country in which the goods are produced, 
eg., the English language on goods produced in Germany ; 
Spanish on Dutch goods; French on Portuguese produce, &e. 

There is, however, no objection to the use of any language for 
describing goods, whatever may be the country from which they 
come, provided its use be accompanied, in the case of foreign 
goods described in the English language, by a statement that the 
goods are “made abroad,” and, in the case of goods imported 
from one foreign country, and described in the language of 
another, by a statement of the country in which the goods are 
actually made or produced. Thus, plums from Bosnia may be 
described in the French language, provided the description is 
accompanied by the qualifying statement, “ Produce of Bosnia.” 
This statement or qualification should be as conspicuous as the 
French language used in the instance in question ; it should form 
an actual part of the label or wrapper on which the description 
appears, and be equally indelibly applied, and it should be used 
(as a rule) wherever the description is applied to the goods. 
Moreover, the qualification should be in the English language. 
If goods are described in the language of the country of origin, 
and also in other languages, it is held that such a use of the other 
languages does not convey any special indication of the origin of 
the goods, nor destroy the truthful description of the language of 
the country, provided there is no undue preponderance of print 
or otherwise given to the other languages, nor anything in the 
nature of the goods themselves to give such preponderance. 


2. A more direct indication of origin is the use of the name of 
a place or country usually noted for excellence in any article, on 
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an article of the same description coming from some other place 
or country, ¢.g., port, sherry, or cognac, from other places than 
Oporto, Xeres, and Cognac; cutlery marked “ Sheffield,” imported 
from abroad ; cigars marked “ Havana” and “ Manilla,” and not 
coming from Cuba or the Philippine Islands. Such descriptions 
must, upon the importation of the goods, be qualified in a similar 
manner to that stated under heading (1.), ey., wine, described as 
“port,” coming from Holland, should have the description accom- 
panied by the statement, “ Produce of Holland,” unless the 
importer can produce documentary evidence, satisfactory to the 
Board of Customs, that the goods are actually the produce of the 
places from which, by the descriptions upon them, they purport to 
come, 

The names of such wines as those specified above on labels 
upon bottles imported, say from Germany, are not objected to, 
provided the labels bear also a statement that the wine is im- 
ported from Germany, or the name and address of the wine 
merchants in Germany by whom the wine has been bottled or 
prepared for the market. 

3. The use of the name of a place out of the United Kingdom 
which is identical with, or a colourable imitation of the name of 
a place in the Unite: Kingdom. Such a name must, under 
section 16, sub-section 4, of tne Merchandise Marks Act, be 
accompanied by the name of the country in which the place is 
situated, otherwise it will be treated as the name of a British town, 
¢.g., Boston must be followed by the letters “ U.S.A.,” Perth by 
“Western Australia,” &c. 


4, The use on foreign manufactured goods of any name or 
mark which is or purports to be the name or trade mark of any 
manufacturer, dealer, or trader in the United Kingdom. In such 
a case the Act distinctly requires that the name or mark should 
be accompanied by a definite indication of the country in which 
the goods were made or produced ; and this indication shou!d be 
applied in a similar manner to that of the qualifying statement 
under head (1.). 

In this respect a trade mark on foreign manufactured goods 
need not necessarily be one that is registered, but may be any 
mark which indicates or purports to indicate that the goods are 
those of a manufacturer, trader, or deaier in the United Kingdom. 

For the purposes of the Act, in this respect, a foreigner may 
be a manufacturer, &c. within the United Kingdom if his goods 
are sold at a known place or places therein, and are known in 
the market as being purchased at one or more places in this 
country. As regards initials of manufacturers, &c. on foreign 
manufactured goods, they may purport to be the name of such 
manufacturers, if, in fact, the initials are equivalent in the market 
to the name on the goods, and if so, they will require the qualifying 
indication. 

Objection is not taken to the use of the words “ Patent,” “ Trade 
Mark,” “ Registered,’ and “Copyright,” as the statutes con- 
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template that they should be so used on foreign goods. But if 
those words are untruly applied, the goods are liable to seizure. 


It is to be understood that any goods bearing a false trale 
description which the officers of Customs would not be able to 
detect without information, may be stopped at the instance of, and 
upon formal information by, persons who are aware that such 
goods are falsely described. 


Printed matter is included within the scope of the Merchandise 
Marks Act, and consequently any such matter, coloured or not, 
bearing any name of a British printer or publisher, or any 
indication, by language, of being British production, requires 
qualification. The qualification in the case of a book, may, similarly 
to ‘~ statutory requirement as to imprint, be on the first or last 
leaf. 


When qualification of a mark or description is required, it 
should, as has been already stated, in strictness, be required 
wherever and however many times the illegal mark or description 
occurs in the goods; but in practice rigid adherence to this 
requirement is waived according to the facts of each case, so as to 
avoid, as far as possible, needless repetitions where one or two 
qualifications would be sufficient to meet the eye, so as to cover, 
at the same time, several illegal marks. 


In cases where a trader places on his goods the names of two 
or more places in different countries, he should add to those 
names a statement of the actual country in which the goods were 
made. For instance, if goods of Hungarian origin are marked 
* Pesth” and “ London,” the word “Pesth” will not, without 
indication of make there, obliterate the illegal indication given 
by the word “ London,” and the fact of the trader having a place 
of business in each of the countries will not alter this require- 
ment. 


Some trade descriptions are exempted from the Act, viz, such 
as, at the time of its passing, were lawfully and generally applied 
to goods of a particular class or manufactured by a particular 
method, to indicate the particular class or method; but if these 
descriptions include the name of a place or country they must be 
clearly qualified by a statement of where the goods are made. 


There are also some descriptions which are not treated as trade 
descriptions within the meaning of the Merchandise Marks Act. 
For instance, the name of a port or place of destination applied 
to packing cases, in which goods are clearly not intended to be 
sold, or exposed for sale, does not render the goods liable to 
detention, nor does the name merely of a port of unshipment of 
goods; nor will inscriptions applied to goods by means of labels 
or tickets, or appiied to boxes, cartons, parcels, or other ultimate 
packages containing goods, manifestly only for the purpose of 
distinguishing the goode for the convenience of dealers and shop- 
keepers, and not specially intended to attract the eye of the 
consumer, whenever the inscription consists simply of the bare 
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name of the goods or indication of number, quantity, size, and 
the like. For instance— 


On Hosiery— 
Hose.” 
* White Cotton—Size 10.” 


On Textile Fabries—— 
ards.” 


On Goloshes—— 
* 1 Doz. pairs-—Men’s 2nd Quality.—No. 7.” 


Goods bearing labels, tickets, &c. of this character only are not 
to be detained, whatever may be the language in which the 
inscriptions are printed or written. 

It is to be understood that the last three paragraphs do not 
apply to wording on the goods themselves, nor (with the excep- 
tion of the name of the port of destination on packing cases) to 
any wording which includes the name of a place or country, the 
name of any trader, manufacturer, or dealer, or a trade mark. 

Neither will trade descriptions, &e. on “coverings” or other 
such things, including boxes, bottles, and the like, imported alone 
and with the intention of being used as auxiliary means of 
carrying into the market geods really British, or goods (such as 
wine) incapable of being mistaken as British goods, where the 
description applied to the coverings or such other things does not 
relate to them, but has reference to the goods which they are to 
cover to carry into the market; and packages used for the 
importation from any place, of natural flowers, fresh fruit, 
vegetables, and potatoes, and bearing upon them marks which 
the officers are satisfied are merely address marks, such as 
“ Wm. Evans, Leeds,” “Thos. Jones, London,” are to be treated 
as packing cases. 

Moreover such words as “ fast” and “slow” on a watch, 
giving directions as to the mode of using the watch, and such a 
word as “ freezing” at 32°, on Fahrenheit’s thermometer conveying 
necessary information as to the system on which the instrument. 
is constructed, are admitted as being part of the goods them- 
selves; but the use of such words must not exceed what is 
absolutely necesssary for the due use of the goods on which they 
are placed. 
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XIT—THE FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED 
STATES IN 1888. 


The New York Commercial and Financial Chronicle. tor the 
2nd February last, says :— 
* The foreign trade of the United States for 1888 presents a 
noteworthy contrast to that of the years preceding. 
of this trade for the last fifteen years are as follows :— 


Exports. 


Imports, 


Excess. 


The amounts 


r 


otal Foreign 


Trade. 

Dollars. ; Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. 
- - 569,873,098 | 562.156.3384 Exp. 7,716,764 1,132,029,432 
1875* - - $10,847,422 | 503,152,936 7,694,486 1,014,000,358 
1876* - - 590,666,629 | 427,347,165 s 163,319,464 1,018,013,794 
is77* 620,302,412 | 480,246,300 140,056,112 
1878* - - 737,092,073 | 431,812,483 ., 305,279,590 
1879 765,159,825 | 513,602,796 251,557,029 —_1,278,762,621 
1880 - | 889,683,422 | 696,807,176 192,876,246 
1881 - | $33,549,127 670,209,440 163,339,687  1,503,758,567 
1882 - - | 767,981,946 | 752,843,507 15,138,439 1,520,825,453 
1883 - - 795,209,316 | 687,066,216 » 108,143,100 1,482,275,532 
- - 749,366,428 | 629,261,860 120,104,568 -1,378,628,288 
1885 688,249,798 | 587,868,873 ,, 100,381,125 | 1,276,118,671 
1886 - - 718,404,021 | 663,429,189 | 49,974,832 | 1,376,833,210 
1887 - 715,301,044 | 708,818,478 | ., 6,482,566 | 1,424,119,529 
1888 - - | 691,766,462 | 725,224,153 | Imp. 33,457,691 | 1,416,990,615 


* Specie value. 


* A noteworthy feature here is the uninterrupted tendency in 
the one direction during the last five years. In 1884 the balance 
in favour of the United States amounted to over 120 million dollars ; 
in 1885 it was only about 100 millions, in 1886 not quite 
50 millions, in 1887 hardly 64 millions, and now for 1888 it is 
334 millions on the other side. To get an especially marked 
contrast, however, between the present and the former state of 
things, one needs to compare with the years from 1877 to 1881. 
Thus in 1878 the excess of exports was over 305 million dollars, 
and in 1879 it was over 251 million dollars ; in 1880 it was 192 
millions, and in 1881 163 millions. Inthe six years ending with 
1881 the surplus on the side of the exports was no less than 
1,216 million dollars; in the seven years since then it has been 
not quite 367 millions, which shows how striking and important 
the difference between the two periods is. 

‘“ As compared with the year preceding, the late year’s exports 
exhibit a falling off of only about 233 million dollars, but as 
compared with 1880, the heaviest year ever reached in the export 
trade, the decline is nearly 2C0 millions. In fact, with the excep- 


tion of 1885, when the total was about 34 million dollars less, the 
present aggregate is the smallest of any year since 1877. The 
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imports, it would seem, have never been exceeded. As the figures 
stand the total for 1882 is 27 millions heavier than that for 1888. 

“ The net gold exports for the year aggregate only about 204 
million dollars, There was also an excess of silver exports to the 
amount of 163 millions. 

“Jt may be desirable to note the articles responsible for the 
continued augmentation in the merchandise imports and the 
further decline in merchandise exports. The falling off in imports 
of iron and steel will amount to between 14 and 15 million dollars ; 
but the total merchandise imports are 164 millions larger than in 
1887 notwithstanding that fact; so there must have been an 
increase in other items and commodities of about 31 million dollars. 
I: will be a week or two yet before the full details of the imports 
can be obtained, but by taking the figures for the eleven months 
ending 30th November in the two years, most of the changes that 
have occurred can be foreshadowed. We find that besides the 
decrease in iron and steel there was a loss of about 24 million 
dollars in the importation of tobacco leaf, 1? millions in unmanu- 
factured wool, about the same amount in chemicals, 13 millions in 
tea, 12 millions in cotton manufactures, one million net in fruits, 
and from half a million to a million dollars in each of the follow- 
ing—furs, paintings, &ec., breadstuffs, fancy articles, hops, and 
precious stones. 

“With such a iarge number of articles showing losses it 
becomes all the more important to know what accounts for the 
increase. Five principal items have the bulk of it. Sugar 
alone has over 84 millions. In flax and hemp and manufactures 
of, the increase is nearly 6 millions; in tin (in blocks, &c.) it is 
about 2 millions; in manufactured wool over 4 millions (raw wool 
we have seen showed a decrease), and in vegetables—chiefly 
potatoes—over 3 millions. Rice shows an increase of nearly 
i4 millions, while on the following articles the increase varies 
from half a million to a million and a third—cocoa, coffee, silver- 
hearing ores, india-rubber, bituminous coal, and seeds. The point 
to notice is that the increase is mainly in items of necessity and 
not in articles of luxury. 

“ As regards the decrease in the export values, the bread-stufts 
alone record a decrease of 444 million dollars, while in total 
merchandise exports the decrease is only 234 millions. As com- 
pared with 1883, both the bread-stuffs and provisions exports show 
great contraction. On the other hand, cotton and petroleum 
compare well with their best previous totals. In cotton the 
increase over 1887 reaches 9 million dollars, and the aggregate 
has only been once exceeded, namely in 1880, when it was 
239,311,312 dollars, while in quantity the 1888 figures are the 
largest ever reached. The value of the shipments of this staple is 
greater than the combined value of the bread-stuffs and provisions 
shipments, and falls but little short of being one-third the value of 
all the merchandise exports together.” 
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XIII.—-PRODUCTION OF WILD SILKS. 


The Industrie Textile gives the following account of the treat- 
ment of -vild silks in their native countries : — 

“ By ‘wild silks’ are understood those which are furnished by 
other silkworms than those of the domesticated Bombyx Mori, 

“India produces the largest number of silk-bearing insects. 
More than 50 varieties have been described, each of them pro- 
ducing cocoons, the fibre of which is rich enough, if necessary, 
to be utilised, As a matter of fact the natives make but a limited 
use of these species, the most important of which is called 
Tussur, from a Hindoo word tusuru, signifying a weaver’s 
shuttle. The caterpillar, like the moth, is of great size; it is 
very hardy, and feeds indifferently upon more than 30 species of 
plants ; it is found abundantly throughout India. In the jungles 
it is common to find Jarge oval masses attached to the branches 
of trees. These are the cocoons of the tussur, which make their 
appearance twice a year. In fact, this insect passes through two 
complete evolutions during the year. The caterpillar of the 
tussur lives for 30 or 40 days, and then weaves its cocoon. Four 
or six weeks later the moth comes out, and lays eggs, which 
produce a second generation of caterpillar. These in their turn 
wrap themselves in the cocoon, and remain hanging to the trees 
throughout the rainy season, that is to say, for seven or eight 
months, before the moth appears. 

“ The tussur cocoon is extremely regular in form, about three 
or four times as large as that of the mulberry silkworm. It is 
composed of a double and interrupted thread, about 1,400 metres 
in length, which is easily reeled off when the proper method of 
removing the grit with which it is impregnated is understood. 
This grit consists entirely of uric acid of sodium, and, in order to 
dissolve it, it is sufficient to treat the cocoon with an alkaline 
wash. This operation would be impossible with ordinary silk, 
and this alone is enough to show that the composition of tussur 
silk is peculiar. 

“For thousands of years the tussur caterpillar has been 
domesticated in India. It is true that it is still found in a wild 
state in the jungles, but around the villages it is carefully reared 
and tended. Various religious usages, which prove the great 
antiquity of this industry, are employed in rearing the tussur. 
The moth is a large insect of a leathern-brown colour, its wings 
are embellished with four transparent eyes, fringed with violet, 
and these are sacred signs, marks of the deity of Vishnu. The 
moth itself, moreover, is a venerated creature, a Mahadesa, and 
may be approached and served only by persons of a certain caste, 
who, during the period of their labours, are subjected to a course 
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of washings, fasts, and ceremonies. When the cocoons are com- 
pleted, they are collected, and after the sacrifice of a sheep, cock, 
or pig to the protecting deity, are brought into the village. 

“This is not the case with the other species of silk-producers. 
Their cocoons are, as a rule, collected in the jungle. The most 
interesting species is <Attacus Cynthia, related to that which it 
has been attempted to naturalise in Europe under the name of 
the Ailanthus caterpillar. This insect feeds on the castor-oil 
plant, and yields a cocoon which is usually white. In Assam 
there is found a caterpillar, the Muga, Antherea Assama, the 
cocoons of which are very beautiful. One caterpillar, Cricula 
Trifenestra, lives on the mangrove tree, and spins a very peculiar 
cocoon of a metallic golden colour of irregular form. This 
cocoon is often so abundant that the tree seems entirely covered 
with it. 

“In China there exist silk-bearers of an analogous kind. The 
most important of these, Antherea Pernyi, is regularly cultivated 
in the province of Se-Tshuan, and, by carefully preserving it from 
the birds and from mice, a large crop is collected. It is difficult 
to procure genuine specimens of these Chinese species, for the 
Chinese have the habit of taking them to pieces themselves. 
They use, in this way, the cocoon of Attdcus Altas, the noblest 
and most beautiful of all moths, famous for the splendour of its 
colours. This moth spins an encrmous cocoon, covered at both 
ends with a very thick silk, technically known as Fagara silk. 

“In Japan we find the Ailantbus caterpillar, also the wonderful 
Yamanai, which yields a most beautiful and brilliant apple-green 
silk, so highly esteemed that, until lately, it was reserved for the 
exclusive use of the Mikado, ‘To export the eggs of the Yamanai 
was an offence punishable by death. At the present time an 
attempt is being made to cultivate this species in the south of 
France, and there are great hopes that the experiment may 
succeed. 

“ Almost all countries produce silk-bearing insects. We have 
only mentioned those which are at present used in existing 
industries. But so rapidly does the demand for silks increase in 
the European market, that we may expect to see many other 
countries turning their attention to their special native silks.” 
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XIV.—THE HARBOUR OF BATAVIA. 


A communication has been received from the Netherlands 
Legation in London, enclosing copies of a pampblet containing a 
description of the new harbour works of Batavia, “ Tandjong 
Priok.” The following particulars respecting the harbour are 
taken from the pamphlet in question. 


General Description —The harbour is situated 4} English miles 
east of the harbour canal of Batavia. 

It consists of an outer harbour, surrounded by a stone dyke, 
which rises from 1 metre to 1°6 metze above Batavia water-mark. 

A straight line drawn through the middie of the harbour would 
run due north and south. 

Outside the outer harbour are the roads of Tandjong Priok, so 
called, where there is very good anchorage. 

The south side of the outer harbour is contiguous to the inuer 
harbour, the dock basin, and the coal harbour, a straight line 
drawn through the middle of which would also run due north and 
south, 

The west canal runs into the outer harbour, aad the south 
anal into the inner harbour, and so the communication is formed 
between the harbour of Tandjong Priok and the navigable canal 
to Batavia. 

On the island enclosed by these two canals, the inner harbour 
and the outer harbour, are the quay walls, the warehouses and 
entrepots cf the searching department, the terminus of the rail- 
way to Batavia, with an extensive site, some dwellings for the 
persons employed, and the workshops. 

The east side of the inner harbour is used for storing coal, and 
is for a time made over free of charge to various shipowners who 
have each a patch of ground for their use, 64 metres broad and 
of various lengths. 


Outer Harbour.—The eutrance is 160 metres wide between the 
dykes, or 125 metres between the buoys. 

The dykes then form a curve inland, and at a distance of 
230 metres from the head of the dykes the width between the 
dykes is 700 metres, widening to 1,100 metres at the end of the 
west dyke. 

At the heads of the dykes are erected two fixed lights of the 
sixth class, the centres of the lamps being 141 metres above 
Batavia water-mark. 

These lights are visible at a distance of 94 or 10 English 
iniles. 

Close up to the entrance between the harbour dykes is a 
channel 300 metres wide, 700 metres long, and then widening in 
a length of 950 metres to about 500 metres, leading up to the 
inner harbour, the dock basin, and the coal harbour. 
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The channel, which is marked out by six buoys, has a depth 
of at least 750 metres beneath Batavia water-inark. 

In the most northern part of the harbour this depth gradually 
increases to 8°50 metres beneath Batavia water-mark. 

In the part marked out by the six buoys just mentioned there 
are 12 mooring floats. 

Three of these floats are assigned to the navy; two of them 
are used by the guardship. 

Thirteen mooring floats are in course of construction. 

In the part of the outer harbour, to the east and west of the 
portion marked off by the buoys, are the berths where vessels of 
smaller draught lie, the depth of water gradually diminishing 
towards the side. 

In this part there are three more mooring floats and three sbips’ 
buoys; these latter are for the navy. 


Innev Harbour.——The inner harbour is surrounded on the west 
side by a quay wall, 1,000 metres long, of stone, buili on a founda- 
tion of concrete, and rising to the height of 8°50 metres above 
Batavia water-mark. The width of the inner harbour at the 
bottom is 170 metres; on the east and south sides it is bounded 
hy a sloping bank, with a facing of stone. 

The inner harbour has a depth of at least 7°50 metres beneath 
Batavia water-mark. Almost in the middle of it lie five corps 
morts, intended to be of service in the swaying and turning of 
vessels. 

In the quay wall are eight flights of steps, and it is also fur- 
nished with the necessary number of very securely fixed mooring 
rings and mooring posts. 


Raiiway Connerion.-—The railway from Priok to Batavia is 
9 kilometreslong. The terminus of this railway, which is worked 
by the servants of the State railways, is, as regards passengers, 
the station at Batavia, in the lower town, of the Netherlands India 
Railway Company, and for merchandise and liggage there is : 
temporary station on the Ileemradenplein. A junction with the 
station of the Batavia Eastern Railway Company, situated also 
in the lower town, is in course of construction. 

There is a double line of rails. 

At Priok there is a very large plot of ground at the station, 
with merchandise and luggage sheds, engine and carriage houses, 
workshops for repairs, a water-tank, We. 

The rails of the station-ground are connected in two ways with 
the rails of the harbour premises, to be mentioned subsequently. 
Between six o’clock in the morning and five o’clock in the after- 
noon, 16 trains start from Priok, and between 6.40 in the morning 
and 5.50 in the afternoon, 16 trains start from Batavia, besides 
special goods and coolie trains. 

Coolies are carried in fourth-class carriages, at five cents each. 


Harbour and Anchorage Dues.-Under the name of harbour 
and anchorage dues, a tax is levied on the ships and vessels arriving 
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in a harbour or roadstead of Netherlands India, where import 
and export duties are levied, on account of the adininistration of 
Netherlands India. 

The storage capacity of the ship or vessel serves as a standard 
for levying those dues. 

The charge amounts to 16 cents per cubic metre. It is to 
be paid as soon as the vessel or ship has arrived in the harbour or 
roadstead. In applying the provision of the preceding paragraph 
a ship shall be considered to have arrived in the harbour or road- 
stead, whenever it has come to anchor outside by the permission 
or order of the competent authority, or in obedience to instructions 
forbidding the vessel to lie in the harbour or within the limits of 
the roadstead. 

The charge will not have to be paid over again for six months 
after the date of the arrival of the ship or vessel, even if the ship 
or vessel during that period enters or arrives at more than one of 
the harbours or roadsteads, or several times in or at the same 
harbour or roadstead. 

The charge is not levied :— 

a. On ships, whose storage capacity does not amount to more 

than 60 cubic metres ; 

6. On ships employed in inland navigation, which sail beyond 

the buoys only in exceptional cases ; 

c. On fishing-boats exclusively employed in catching fish, 

tripang, and shell fish, or in the transport of these and 
other produce of the sea. 


The charge is also not levied, if it is proved that the object of 
the visit of the ship or vessel was not the carrying on of trade 
and that no trade was carried on. 

If it is proved that trade was carried on the charge is to 
be paid, the time of arrival being reckoned according to the 
regulations stated above. 


| 
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XV.—THE TRADE OF BENGAL IN 1887-38, 

The following particulars of the trade of Bengal for the year 
1857-88 are extracted from the report of the Administration of 
the Customs Department in the Bengal Presidency for the official 
year 1887-88 :— 

“The subjoined statement shows the gross and net Customs 
duty, including the duty on imported salt, collected in Bengal 
during the last three years :— 


| 1885-86. 1886-87. 1887-88. 
| 


| 
Rs. | Ks. Rs. 

Import duties (excluding duty on salt) 13,99,392 | 15,05,764 | 14,86,057 
Do., on salt - - | 1,80,35,154 | 1,94,85,102 | 1,85,20,955 
Export duty - - - | 18,10,621 15,80,440 21,37,248 


| 
Total gross duties - 2,12,45,167 | 2,25,71,306 | 2,21,54,260 


Refunds and drawbacks: | | 
Imports - ~ 2,29,064 | 2,48,992 | 2,46,759 
Exports - - - 62,202 | 40,363 81,742 


Total net duties - - | 2,09,53,901 


| 289,355 3,28,501 
| 2,92,81,951 | 2,18,25,759 


“In the year under review the net receipts fell off by 
Rs. 4,56,192, or 2 per cent., notwithstanding that the rate of duty 
on salt was raised by eight annas per maund with effect from the 
19th January 1888, and an import duty on petroleum was imposed 
at the rate of six pies per Imperial gallon from the 10th February 
1888. The whole of the decrease has been under import duty. 
The receipts on account of general merchandise diminished by 
Rs. 20,798, or 1°4 per cent., and the duty realised from salt 
declined from Rs. 1,92,79,733 to Rs. 1,83,28,910. The great 
falling off in the salt duty is said to have been caused by the 
operations of a single dealer in salt, who raised the price of the 
article by making heavy speculative purchases, and consequently 
checked the clearances during the latter part of the year. The 
increase in the duty on exports, amounting to Rs. 5,15,429, or 
33 per cent., is due to the large shipments of rice after a 
favourable harvest. 

“ The total value of imports into Bengal by sea, including both 
free and dutiable articles, rose from Rs. 29,79,29,855 in 1886-87 
to Rs. 30,09,51,420 in 1887-88, owing to the increase in the 
imports of merchandise from Indian ports from Rs, 4,13,77,846 
to Rs. 4,47,53,243. These figures are the highest recorded in any 
of the years under comparison, and the coasting trade has also 
recovered from the depression which was so marked in 1885-86, 
An increase of 21 lakhs in the value of treasure imported from 
foreign ports was counterbalanced by a corresponding diminution 
in the amount imported from other parts of India. There was « 
slight decrease of 4 lakhs in the value of foreign merchandise 
imported, 
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“In the export trade of Bengal there was an increase from 
Rs. 43,39,80,426 in 1886-87 to Rs. 45,96,68,935. Of this increase 
nearly 1} crores is due to the expansion of trade with foreign 
ports after the heavy falling off in the year 1884-85, There is 
also a satisfactory increase of one crore in the coasting trade with 
Indian ports. Taking imports and exports together, there was 
au increase in the trade of the province of Rs. 2,87,10,074, or 
39 per cent. The figures are higher than those of any of the 
four previous years, 

“ Calcutta, Foreign Trade.—The value of stores imported 
on behalf of Government declined from Rs. 96,78,007 to 
Rs. 79,18,000. The value of stores, both foreign and Indian, 
exported on behalf of Government rose from Rs. 1,503 to 
Rs. 36,380, and from Rs. 1,01,316 to Rs. 3,23,861, respectively. 
Excluding Government transactions, the value of the imports of 
Calcutta increased from Rs. 24,34,59,221 to Rs. 24,52,69,130, 
and of the exports from Rs, 34,63,63,512 to Rs. 35,80,04,675. 
The per-centage of the foreign trade of Calcutta carried through 
the Suez Canal declined by 1°6 per cent. The proportions in 
which the whole trade of Calcutta is distributed among foreign 
countries did not vary considerably. The trade with the United 
Kingdom fell from 65°94 to 63°61. There were small increases 
in the trade with China and the United States, the countries 
which stand next on the list, and also with the Straits Settle- 
ments, Australia, Austria, Ceylon, and Mauritius. ‘The propor- 
tions taken by France, Italy, and ‘other countries’ have slightly 
decreased. 

* Imports.—-There was a decrease in the importation of cotton 
piece-goods, due to the reaction on last year’s imports, which were 
the largest on record. The falling off, amounting to 83 lakhs of 
rupees, occurred principally in coloured, printed, and dyed goods. 
The figures for the year amount to Rs. 12,62,81,472. The 
participation of native houses of business in the direct trade 
with Manchester still continues, and has a tendency to in- 
crease. The import trade in metal recovered a little after a 
continuous decline in the three previous years. The increase in 
the imports of machinery and mill works amounted to 26°4 per 
cent. Steam engines were imported to a large extent for the 
steamers constructed for inland trade, and the flourishing con- 
dition of the jute and paper mills created a large demand for 
other sorts of machinery. The total value of the imports of 
metals of all kinds rose from Rs. 1,87,52,632 to Rs. 2,00,46,793. 
There was a further increase in the import of mineral oil, on 
which duty has been imposed since February last, the value of 
the oil imported in 1887-88 being Rs. 74,12.509, against Re. 
61,86,288 in 1886-87. Russian oil from Batoum was for the 
first time imported into Calcutta, and it is reported by the 
collector to be quite as safe, free from smoke, and suitable for 
lighting purposes as the American oil. 

“ There has been an increase in the import of malt liquors; the 
receipts rose from 569,714 gallons in 1886-87 to 717,648 gallons 
in 1887-88, or from Rs, 12.90,773 to Rs. 14,47,306 in’ value. 
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Mr. Armstrong, the collector of Customs at Calcutta, writes — 
‘ There is a keen competition now in light beers of all kinds, 
‘ due to the rivalry of the brewers who try to secure a share of 
‘ the Indian trade. Pilsener, which started the taste for light 
‘ beer in this country, still heads the list with 168,611 gallons, 
‘ but a new English light beer is running up and stands for the 
‘ past year at 47,614 gallons, against 43,653 for the previous year. 
There was a decline in the importation of spirituous liquors from 
311,856 to 295,032 gallons in quantity, and from Rs. 25,05,083 
to Rs. 23,41,402 in value. The importation of whiskey was 126,603 
gallons against 80,901 gallons of brandy. In wines and liqueurs 
there is a slight increase, but the tendency in recent years has 
been towards a reduction in quantity. 

“ Kxports—The proportion which the value of the principal 
articles exported bore to the whole export trade during 1887-88 
is as follows :—Jute (raw and manufactured), 19 per cent. ; opium, 
16°75 per cent.; tea, 14:25 per cent.; seeds, 10°5 per cent. ; 
indigo, 7°5 per cent.; rice, 7 per cent.; hides and skins, 5-75 per 
cent. ; wheat, 4°75 per cent. ; cotton, raw, 4 percent. Owing to 
a favourable season the exports of raw jute increased, in spite of 
the high prices obtainable in India from the Calcutta mills, from 
7,003,740 to 8,226,688 cwt., or 174 per cent The export of 
gunny bags likewise advanced 141 per cent., though there was a 
considerable decline in the exports to the United Kingdom, owing, 
it is said, to the competition of the Dundee mills. The rice trade 
also, owing to an abundant crop, showed an advance from 
5,113,416 to 6,762,544 ewt. in quantity and from Rs, 2,02,87,38-4 
to Rs. 2,48,69,992 in value. 

“ The export of wheat during the last three years is shown in 
the following table :— 


1885-86. 1886-87. 1887-88. 


Cwts. 4,189,531 7,035,276 4,332,809 
Rupees - - 1,52,96,583 2,62,81,636 1,67,90,729 


“Tt will be seen that during the year under review the export 
of wheat declined in quantity by 38°4 per cent. ‘This is ascribed 
to short out-turn, owing to blight and insufficient rain. The 
collector of Customs observes under this head: ‘ The wheat crop 
of Russia and a part of the United States was a very full one, 
su that the short yield in India had no effect on prices. I had 
to report for 1884-85 the average price of wheat in England 
at 35s, 8d. per quarter, a price which had not been touched 
since 1780, but the average price for the past year was 32s. 7d. 
per quarter. This has, of course, tended to further decrease 
the area in which wheat is grown in the United Kingdom.’ 

“Of the other articles, tea, indigo, cotton, hides and skins, and 
saltpetre need only be noticed. The export of tea increased last 
year by 8,639,878 Ibs., or 11*1 per cent., and the average price, 
if reliance can he placed on the figures, diminished from 
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9 annas 6 pies to 9 annas 5 pies. The bulk of this amount was 
taken by the United Kingdom. The exports to the United 
States declined, owing, it is said, to the preference given by the 
Americans to China tea over Indian. The total exportation of 
tea from Calcutta during the year was 86,049,674 lbs. The 
quantity of indigo exported was 87,335 ewt., against 87,942 ewt. 
in 1886-87; but there was an increase of 4°6 per cent. in the 
price realised. The average price per maund was Rs, 231, 
against Rs. 219 in the year preceding. This valuable dye 
continues to nold its own against all rival chemical preparations. 

« The exports of raw cotton, owing to the poorness of the crop, 
diminished from 770,940 ewt. to 618,426 ewt., or by 19°8; and 
those of raw hides and skins also decreased by 19°4 per cent. and 
6 per cent. respectively. The trade in saltpetre has continued to 
decline, owing to the fact that the natural saltpetre, which is 
found only in India, has to compete with the artificial salt now 
being manufactured for the markets of Europe. 

“ Treasure.—The steady decline in the imports of gold, which 
began in 1881-82, has continued during 1888. But, although 
there was a decrease in Calcutta, the imports of gold into the 
whole of India are known to have largely increased. The silver 
imports increased in Calcutta as well as elsewhere. 

“ Coasting Trade—The year 1887-88 shows an increase of 
Rs. 16,95,201 in the imports to Calcutta from other British Indian 
ports. Of this improvement 5} lakhs come from Bombay, 2 
from Madras, and 4} from British Burmah. The import trade 
with other Indian ports, not British, also shows an improve- 
ment. The total value of the trade with all Indian ports taken 
together increased by Rs. 17,84,133, or 5°7 per cent. 

“ Chittagony.—The improvement in the trade of Chittagong, 
noticed in the report for last year, was maintained in the year under 
review. The value of the foreign trade rose from Rs, 96,95,506 to 
Rs. 1,25,69,987, and that of the coasting trade from Rs. 1,33,77,807 
to Rs. 1,65,12,828. 

“The exports of jute rose from Rs. 81,71,095 in 1886-87 to 
Rs. 98,40,670 in 1887-88, and the value of rice exported also 
increased by nearly 124 lakhs. 

“The Orissa Ports—The following statement compares the trade 
of the Orissa ports in 1887-88 with that in the previous year :— 


| 


Balasore. Cuttack. Pooree. 
1886-87. 1887-88. 1886-87. | 1887-88. | 1886-87. | 1887-88. 
| Re. Rs. Rs. Rs, Rs. | Re. 
Sea-borne 1,09,83,563 1,12,75,928 18,753,288 14,75,152 2,583,194 | 2,69,154 
| | 
Coasting = - 1,07,29,190 | 1,07,08,942 2,80,945 2,37,257 1,51,084 | 1,338,358 


“ Naraingunge.—-The trade of Naraingunge, a port for coastiug 
trade only, improved during the past year from Rs, 87,96,605 to 
Rs. 1,04,21,184, or 184 per cent. This improvement is almost 
entirely due to the inereased export of jute.” 
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XVI.—BANKING COMPANIES IN THE ARGENTINE 
REPUBLIC. 


A despatch, dated the 26th January last, has been received 
from Mr. G. Jenner, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Buenos 
Ayres, enclosing a translated abstract of an article which appeared 
in the Buenos Ayres //andels Zeitung, giving a brief account of 
the banking and other financial companies at work in the 
Argentine Republic. The following is a copy of the translation 
in question :— 

* The following is « list of the national and provincial banks of 
the Argentine Republic with the authorised, but not the paid-up 
capitals, as the latter cannot as yet be ascertained with complete 
accuracy. The majority of these banks, as is already known, are 
of quite recent foundation, having sprung into existence in 
accordance with the provisions of the Free Banking Act of 1887. 
Under that Act large additions have been made within the last 
few months to the capital of all those already in existence. In 
the case of the National Bank, the Central Government is a 
large shareholder, and most of the provincial Governments hold 
a considerable number of shares in the banks of their respective 
provinces. 


Capital. 
Paper Dollars. 
Provincial Bank of Buenos Ayres - - 50,000,000 
National Bank — - - - - 43,273,400 
Provincial Bank of Cordova - - 25,000,000 
Pe Santa Fé - - 20,000,000 
os Salta - - - 10,000,000 
mn Entrerios - - 9,000,000 
ee Tucuman - - - 6,000,000 
Santiago del Estero - 6,000,000 
Mendoza - - 5,000,000 
* Catamarca - - 5,000,000 
Corrientes - - 5,000,000 
La Rioja - - - 4,000,000 
San Juan - 3,000,000 
San Luis - - 2,500,000 
Total - - 193,773,400 


Next to the State banks are to be considered the joint stock 
banks, which are divided into two classes, first, those whose 
nominal eapital is in gold, as below :—- 
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London and River Plate Bank - 
Sante Fé Territorial and Agricultural 


Bank - 


River Plate Society of Bills, rei, and 


Agency 


English Bank of the — Plate - - 
English Bank of Rio de Janeiro - i 
French Bank of ithe River Plate - - 
Bank of Italy and the River Plate - 
(ierman Transatlantic Bank - - 


And, secondly, the fur more numerous class, mostly of recent 
establishment, whose nominal capital is computed in paper dollars 
as follows :— 


Total - - 


The River Plate Agricultural and Com- 


mercial Bank 


Building Bank of River Plate - 
Mortgage Bank of the Capital - - 
South American Bank - - 


Stock Exchange Bank - 


Territorial Bank of La Plata - - 
Mercantile Bank of La Plata - 
Argentine Colonisation Bank - . 
Bank of Spain and Rosario de Sante Fé - 


Credit Bank 


New Italian Bank of River Plate - 
National Colonisation Bank - - 
Commercial Bank of La Plata — - - 
Industrial and Commercial Bank — - - 
Commercial Bank - - ‘ 
Spanish Bank of the River Plate - - 
Bank of Buenos Ayres - ~ 
Building Bank of Cordova - - 
Industrial and Building Bank - - 
Real Property Bank - - - 
Popular Colonisation Bank - - 


Argentine Bank 


Bank of Recoveries and Loans - = 
Building Bank of Santa Fé 


Discount Bank 


National Credit Bank - 


Total 


REPUBLIC, 


Capital. 


Gold Dollars. 
10,080,000 


10,000,000 


6,300,000 
5,040,000 
5,040,000 
3,000,000 
3,050,000 
1,250,000 


43,760,000 


Capital. 


Paper Dollars. 


20,000,000 
20,000,000 
20,000,000 
10,000,000 
10,000,000 
10,000,000 
8,000,000 
8,000,000 
6,000,000 
5,000,000 
5,000,000 
5,000,000 
5,000,000 
5,000,000 
3,000,000 
3,000,000 
3,000,000 
3,000,000 
3,000,000 
2,000,000 
2,000,000 
1,085,000 
1,000,000 
1,000,000 
1,000,000 
1,000,000 


161,085,000 
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The joint capital of the banking institutions of the Argentine 
Republic, therefore, amounts to about 420,000,000 paper dollars 
(or about 56,000,0002.), viz :— 


Dollars. 
State Banks” - - - 193,773,400 
Private Banks (with gold capital) - 65,000,000 
Private Banks (with paper capital) - 161,085,000 
Total -  - 419,858,400 


If we put the average net return of these establishments at only 
12 per cent. the amount of annual profits would be about 
50,000,000 paper dollars (about 6,660,000/.). The foregoing 
figures are, moreover, constantly subject to increase, not only 
owing to the fouadation of new companies, but also to the 
development of the existing institutions. Within the last few 
days, for instance, the Discount Bank, which only figures in the 
above list for one million paper dollars, has increased its nominal 
capital to ten million paper dollars, to be paid up by instalments. 
Experience will show what dividends these banks, founded under 
the fostering influence of the great borrowing year just ended, 
will be able to pay under normal circumstances. 

It must be observed that the foregoing list dces not include 
private banks, Although our cbject has been to confine 
our observations to joimt stock undertakings, our task would be 
incomplete without the mention of such an establishment as that 
of Carabassa, and without recalling the important part played in 
banking operations by a number of large commercial houses. 

In conclusion, we would enumerate the series of insurance 
offices, some with a legal domicile, but all having extensive 
dealings in this country. The Equitable, Phoenix, North British 
and Mercantile Insurance Company, South British Fire and Marine 
Insurance Company, Queen, Royal Insurance Company, London 
Assurance Company, London and Lancashire Assurance Com- 
pany, Norwich Union, New Zealand, Commercial Union Assurance 
Company, Liverpool and London and Globe Assurance Company, 
Alliance, British Foreign Assurance Company, Assicurazioni 
Generali, La Confianci, Compafias Nacioneles de Segaros, La 
Indemnizedora, La Nacionel, La Previsora, La Itaio-Argentina. 

The joint capital of these companies may be estimated at about 
400,000,000 gold dollars (80,000,0002.), but it is impossible to 
calculate what portion of the above amount is laid out in the 
Argentine Republic. As the foregoing list shows, the insurance 
business of the Republic is chiefly carried on by foreign companies, 
a condition of affairs which finds its explanation in the fact that 
the available capital and the speculative faculties of the country 
are absorbed by the long list of banking enterprises previously 
given, 
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XVIT.—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Labour Statistics. Copy of “ Memorandum explaining the 
“ Progress made in carrying out the Arrangements for Collecting 
“and Publishing Statistics relating to Labour, as described in 
“ Return No. 48, of Session 2, 1886.” 433. Price 2d. 


In this memorandum a brief sketch is given of the work 
performed by the Labour Department of the Board of Trade 
since its foundation in the summer of 1886. The depart- 
ment has been at work since August of that year, and always 
with a very small staff. The staff, added to the department at 
different dates on account of labour statistics, now consists of one 
labour correspondent and nine lower division clerks, These 
numbers are still, it is stated, insufficient for the work in hand. 
Besides the publications already accomplished or immediately in 
prospect, the Department has been occupied in the heavy 
and laborious work of making a census of wages at or about the 
date of its commencing operations. The publication of this 
census, for the formation of which about 79,000 forms have been 
distributed toabout 171 different trades, is confidently expected at 
an early date. As appendices to this memorandum, are published: 
alist of parliamentary papers, &c. on labour statistics already 
issued, a tabular statement regarding the number and distribution 
_ of the census forms just mentioned, and some extracts from an 
essay on wages statistics, in connexion with the next census of 
the United States, by Professor Richmond Mayo Smith. 


2. Agricultural Produce Statistics of Great Britain, showing 
’ the Estimated Total Produce, the Extent in Statute Acres, and the 
Estimated Average Yield per Acre of the Principal Crops for the 
Year 1888; with Abstract Returns for the United Kingdom. 
(C. —5598.) Price 54d. 

- This is the annual statement issued by the Agricultural De- 
partment of the Privy Council Office, showing the estimated 
agricultural produce of Great Britain. It states that Great 
Britain produced in 1888 a wheat crop of 71,939,647 bushels, as 
compared with 74,322,747 bushels in the preceding year, the 
estimated average yield per acre in 1888 being 28°05 bushels, 
against 32°07 bushels in 1887, showing a decrease in the total 
production of 2,383,100 bushels, or 3°21 per cent., and a diminu- 
tion in the yield per acre of 4°02 bushels, or 12°54 per cent. 

The total acreage under wheat in Great Britain was 10°66 per 
cent. above that of 1887. The rate of yield for wheat in 1888 
was less than the estimated normal standard of production by 
0°75 of a bushel per acre. 

The burley crop falls short of the estimated average yield of 
ordinary years by 1°18 bushels, the rate of the present year being 
only 32°84 bushels per acre, with an aggregate produce of 
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68,482,089 bushels, as compared with 65,300,994 bushels in 1887, 
when the average rate of production was 31°32 bushels per acre. 
The lowest average yield for barley was 1612 bushels in the 
county of Brecon, the highest being 42:20 bushels per acre in 
Renfrew. 

In oats the estimated quantities range from 10°35 bushels to 
62°46 bushels per acre, the lower quantity being the average rate 
for the county of Shetland, while the higher is the rate for the 
county of Cambridge. 

As regards the pulse crops, beans and peas are both deficient 
crops. They are said to have podded badly in consequence of 
the long-continued cold and wet weather. The rate below the 
standard was, in 1888, for beans 1°68 bushels per acre, and for 
peas 4°27 bushels per acre. Among the root crops, the rate of 
yield for potatoes in 1888 has been lower than the estimated 
ordinary average in England, Wales, and Scotland. In certain 
districts they are stated to have been scarcely more than half to 
two-thirds of the average yield, and generally to be small and 
inferior in quality, while disease has been very rife. The yield 
per acre of turnips and swedes, also, is found to be deficient, 
the rate this year being 12°69 tons, against the standard of 15°27 
tons. The peculiar condition of the root known as “ Finger and 
Toe” disease was reported from several districts. 

For mangold in Great Britain, in 1888 a decrease of 2°54 tons 
per acre is shown, but, comparing the results with 1887, the total 
produce amounts in 1888 to 6,239,267 tons, against 5,423,491 tons 
in the previous year, The hay crop has likewise suffered greatly 
from the prevailing wet and cold weather. The produce from the 
permanent pasture land in 1888 is shown to have exceeded the 
ordinary average yield per acre in Great Britain by 0°13 of a ton, 
but the hay from clover is less by 0°07 of a ton. The yield from 
hops is no less than 3:03 ecwts. below the ordinary estimated 
average, the total produce being only 281,291 ewts. Every 
county where hops are grown, excepting Hereford, has shared in 
this loss, and in Kent, where the average is most important, the 
decline in the yield has been 3°87 ewts. the acre. In many 
gardens the hops were only partially picked, the flower being not 
worth the cost of labour. 

It will thus be found, on comparing the figures for 1888 in 
Great Britain, relating to the produce of the crops, that corn and 
pulse crops, potatoes, turnips and swedes, mangold and hay from 
clover, all show a decrease, whilst hay from permanent pasture is 
the only crop which shows an increase on the estimated ordinary 
average production, 


3. Corn Averages, (413.) Second Report. Price 1s. 6d. 

In this report, which is dated December 11, 1888, the Select 
Committee appointed to inquire into the present system of 
ascertaining the official average price of corn in the United 
Kingdom, and to report what alterations, if any, are expedient, 

A 57723, 
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have taken further evidence which is given in full in the present 
report; various papers handed in by the chairman and others, 
and a statement by Mr. C. S. Read, are printed as appendices. 
The recommendations of the Select Committee are as follows :— 

1st. That the annual average price should be arrived at by 
adding up the quantities and values fo. the whole year, and 
dividing the one by the other, the records of the weekly prices 
being maintained as at present. 

2nd. That the provisions of the Act of 1882 should be more 
vigilantly enforeed, especially with reference to the return of 
oats. 

The Committee was of opinion that the corn inspectors should 
in all cases return the weights per bushel as well as the prices of 
the grain sold. 


4. Local Taxation Returns (England). Part Il. Year 
1886-87. (341.) Price 4s, 3d. 


This portion of the Local Taxation Returns for the financial 
year 1886-87 contains abstracts of the returns made by town 
councils acting as municipal and urban sanitary authorities, local 
boards and improvement commissioners, joint boards, rural 
sanitary authorities, port sanitary authorities, burial boards, 
commissioners of baths and washhouses, conservators of commons, 
commissioners of free public libraries, lighting and watching 
inspectors, commissioners of markets and fairs, and bridge and 
ferry trustees. 


5. Abstracts of the Returns made to the Board of Trade of 
Shipping Casualties which occurred on or near the Coasts or in 
Rivers and Harbours of the United Kingdom, from the \st of July 
1886 to the 30th of June 1887; also of the Returns made to the 
Board of Trade during the Year 1886-87 of Shipping Casualties 
which occurred to British Vessels elsewhere than on the Coasts of 
the United Kingdom, and to Foreign Vessels on or near the Coasts 
or in Rivers and Harbours of British Possessions abroad. 
(C.—5479.) Price 8s. 

This is the usual annual wreck abstract, being for the year 
1886-87. Prefixed to it is a statement giving an analysis of the 
various tables. 


6. Copy of Statistical Tables relating to Emigration and Immi- 
gration from and into the United Kingdom in the year 1888. (10.) 
Price 4d. 


These are the usual tables relating to emigration and immigra- 
tion for 1888, with comparative tables for previous years. The 
high figures of 1887 are found to be maintained, but not more 
than maintained. The total number of emigrants in 1886 was 
330,801, in 1887 it rose to 396,494, in 1888 it was 398,494. 
But this apparent slight increase occurred among foreigners ouly, 
the figures for purely British and Irish origin being 281,487 in 
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1887, and 279,928 in 1888, It is stated that the outward current, 
which was a growing one for several years, has thus for a moment 
ceased to grow, though it does not as yet diminish. In immigra- 
tion there is, on the other hand, a distinct increase. The figures 
of total immigration are, for 1886, 108,879 ; for 1887, 119,013 ; 
for 1888, 128,879. The immigrants of British and Irish origin 
only were 85,475 in 1887, and 94,133 in 1888. The increase, it is 
stated, is for the most part an increase of the immigration of 
British and Irish persons only, though of course it is not to be 
inferred that there is not a return on the same scale of foreigners 
to their country of origin, whatever may have happened to the 
return-current by way of the United Kingdom only, What is 
certain is that along with the slight check to British and Irish 
emigration, there is a considerable increase of immigration. This 
has been an ordinary sign of the beginning of a falling off in 
emigration itself, and it has now to be seen what the actual course 
of the movement in the current vear and the next two or three 
years will be. 


7. Pauperism (Englund and Wales). Return (A.). Come 
parative Statement of Pauperism, November 1888, 74 (A. X.) 
Price 2d. 

These returns of the number of paupers relieved on the last 
day of each week do not include the lunatic paupers in asylums, 
registered hospitals, and licensed houses, nor the vagrants relieved. 
According to the last annual report of the Commissioners in 
Lunacy there were, on the Ist of January 1888, 49,024 pauper 
lunaties in such institutions, not including 1,604 chargeable to the 
county and borough rates; and on the Ist of July 1888 there 
were 5,949 vagrants relieved at the cost of the poor rate. This 
return shows the successive numbers of persons, other than those 
just mentioned, who were relieved in England and Wales, on the 
last day in each week of the first 11 months of 1888, The largest 
number was 796,363, at the close of the first week in March; 
the smallest was 696,600, in the first week of October. 


8. Return relating to Brewers’ Licences, (428.) Price 2d. 

This is an account of the number of persons in the United 
Kingdom licensed to be brewers, victuallers, and sellers of beer, 
from October 1, 1887, to September 30, 1888, with the amount of 
licence and beer duty charged, and the number of barrels of beer 
exported from the United Kingdom. 


9, Contracts with Foreigners, (442.) Price $d. 

This is a return of all contracts made by the several Govern- 
ment Departments, between April 1, 1886, and March 31, 1888, 
with contractors outside the United Kingdom. With the excep- 
tion of 90,0017. for the War Office, and 48,217/ for the Contract 
Department of the Admiralty, these contracts are absolutely 
unimportant and practically nil. 
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10. Report by the Board of Trade upon all the Railway, 
Canal, Tramway, Gas, and Water Bills of Session 1889. (7.) 
Price 64d. 


The total number of these Bills amounts to 158, against 168 of 
the session 1888; the total amount of money proposed to be 
raised is 25,613,455/, against 29,317,8421, a decrease of 3,704,387/. 
There are 92 railway and canal Bills, 21 tramway Bills, 10 relating 
to gas and electric lighting, and 35 which relate to the supply of 
water. 


11. Siam. No, 1. (1889). Extracts from a Journal kept by 
Mr. W. J. Archer, Acting Vice-Consul at Chiengmai, of a visit to 
Chiengtung in May and June 1888. (C.—5625.) Price 103d. 

The journey occupied tive weeks. The account of it is illustrated 
by a map of the route. Chiengtung is a place in the mountains, 
2,700 ft. above the level of the sea, inhabited by a people partiy 
independent of the Siamese Government, and very turbulent in 
aharacter. 


12. Commercial No, 1, 1889 (Mauritius and France). Con- 
vention between Her Majesty und the President of the French 
Republic for the Exchange of Uninsured Postal Parcels betwecn 
the Island of Mauritius and France, signed at Paris, September 7, 
1888. (C.—-5622.) Price 1d. 


This convention was signed at Paris on September 7, 1888, and 
ratifications were exchanged on December 19, 1888. 


13. Commercial No. 2, 1889 (Suez Canal). Convention between 
Great Britain, Germany, Austria-Hungary, Spain, France, Italy, 
The Netherlands, Russia, and Turkey, respecting the free Navi- 
gation of the Suez Maritime Canal. Signed at Constantinople, 
October 29, 1888. (C.—5623.) Price 14d. 


This convention was signed at Constantinople on October 29, 
1888, and ratified on December 22, 1888. 


_ 14. Commercial No. 3, 1889 (Belgium). Convention between 
Her Majesty and the King of the Belgians for the Exchange of 
Postal Money Orders. Signed at London, December 18, 1888. 
(C.—5624.) Price 1d. 

This convention was signed at London on December 18, 1888, 


and ratifications were exchanged at London on January 17, 
1889. 


15. Merchandise Marks Act. (Stoppage of Goods.) Return 
“ for the Calendar Year 1888, showing the Sloppage of Goods under 
the Merchandise Marks Act.” (12.) Price 4d. 


The total number of cases of stoppage of goods was 9.986. At 
the time of the preparation of the return there were 123 cases upon 
which a decision had not been given, The number of entire 
packages stopped in the case of package goods was 252,282. 


| 
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16. Royal Commission on Market Rights and Tolls, First 
Report of the Royal Commission on Marhet Rights and Tolls, 
(C-—5550.) Prive 2s, 6d. 

The Commissioners in their first report state that, on the issuc 
of the Commission, a series of questions were prepared, calculated 
to cover the whole ground of their inquiry, and to elicit the 
fullest information as to the management of markets, their cost, 
and the profits derived from tolls, stallage rent, and other sources. 
These questions were arranged in three series and confined to 
England and Wales. The first was sent to local authorities who 
are owners of market rights; the second to owners of market 
rights not being local authorities ; and the third to local authorities 
not being owners of market rights. It is proposed to issue 
similar circulars to Scotland and Ireland, and a further series of 
questions has been issued to Her Majesty’ representatives in 
the United States, Germany, Belgium, France, and Austria 
relative to foreign markets. Appended to the present report 
are the notes of evidence tuken before the Commissioners up to 
the present time from owners of market rights and other witnesses 
in various parts of England in connexion with the subject-matter 
of the inquiry, and also the report of Mr. Charles I. Elton, 
Q).C., M.P., Commissioner, and Mr, B. F. C. Costelloe, Assistant 
Commissioner, on charters and records relating to the history of 
fairs and markets in the United Kingdom. 
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XVII.—STATISTICAL TABLES. 


I.—Corn Prices. 


Return of the Quantities soLp and Averace Prices of Bririsn 
Corn, Imperial Measure, as received from the Inspectors and 


Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods. 


Periods. 


Week ended 2nd February 
» 9th ” 
16th 
23rd 


February 1889 


1889 


Corresponding month in 1888 
” 1887 


Week ended 2nd February 
» 9th ” 
16th ,, 
23rd, 


February 1889 


January 1889 
December 1888 


November - - 

October ,, 

September ,, - 

August - 

July 

June - 

May - 

April - 

March 

February = 
” 188 7 - 
1886 


= 


1889 


j 
| Wheat. | Barley. 


Oats. 
Quantities sold. 

Qrs. bus. | Qrs. bus. | Qrs. bus. 

| 52,790 5 | 100,950 0 | 9,981 6 

| 50,682 2 | 84,391 7 | 8.261 3 

| 50,341 2 69,664 4 | 8689 5 

| 49,762 0 | 64,482 5 8,222 5 

; 203,576 1 | 319,489 0 | 35,155 3 

| 228,443 4 | 203,365 3 82,512 7 

| 163,326 3 | 283,134 0 41,067 3 

| Average Prices. 

| | 

| 29 9 26 7 16 2 

} 29 26 4 16 7 
29 6 26 2 16 5 
29 5 26 5 16 8 
29 6 26 4 16 § 
302 | 6 16 4 
| 16 6 
37 10 j 28 7 16 5 
31 29 4 16 35 
35 10 28 6 1s 2 
35 0 | 2 19 O 
3110 | 197 8 
31 6 24 11 17 1 
34 5 30 6 16 8 
30 4 30 4 15 14 
30 4 29 | 15 § 
30 4 | 30 0 15 10 
33 3 25 10 16 11 
29 § 19 O 

| 32 | 3110 20 8 

| 


| 
Zz 
” 
i ” = 
| 
i ” 
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Rerurn of the Noumpers, NaArionarities, and Desrinations of the 
PassencerS that left the Unrrep Kinepom for PLAcEs out of 
Evrover during the Month ended 28th February 1889, and the 


Two Months ended 28th February 1889, compared with the 
corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 
| | 
| | 
‘or 
United | British Austral- corre: 
Nationalities. | North | Total. 
States. asia. | Places. | 
| j 1888. 
| 
Month ended 28th February. 
English 4,202 | 536 1,833 1,506 8,077 | 8,087 
| 
802 152 190 1186 | 14,316 
Irish - - 1210 2% 179 34 1448 | 7,648 
| 
Total of British origin - | 6214 | 603 | 2,164 1,730 10,711 | 17,045 
| | | 
Foreigners 2,451 | 147 | 37 158 2,793 4,087 
| 
Nationalities not distinguished- 238 238 233 
| 
Total 8,665 | 750 | 2,201 2,126 13,742 15 359 
| 
for | 10,918 | “78 1984 | 1,679 15,359 | 
| 
Two Months ended 28th February. 
English - 4,775 | 821; 3,419 3,273 15,288 14,146 
Scotch 1,338 201 288 1,064 2,270 
' | | 
| | 
Irish - 1,990 | 9 | 355 | (1,583 | 3977 | 26,9 
| 
| 
Total of British origin | 11,103 | 4,085 | 21,229 | 9,005 
Foreigners e 3,771 229 55 390 4,445 6,332 
H 
Nationalities not distinguished - a 516 516 Avs 
Total | 4090 6,050 26,190 | 
{ 
l for correspo 
Te responding 1,339 3,596 8,140 25,871 
| | 


NotE.—'Tise above figures, being made up ai the earliest possible date after the closs of each 


month, are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 


| 
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AND WALES, 


Numpbek of Receivine Orvers Gazerrep in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and 


Occupations. 
Two months 
i ' ended February 
1889. | 7889. issy. 7888, 
No. | No. | No. No. 
Total gazetted - - 386, 4/9 835 
| 
Number gazetted in principal trades and | 
occupations :— | 
Grocers, Xe. - - 28 | 32 o6 
Publicans and hotel keepers, Xe. 27 49 
Builders 31 | 47 47 
Farmers - - - - 15 2 | 46 59 
Butchers - - - 16 8 27 1 
Decorators, painters, plumbers, Xe. - 1l ; 25 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and 
dealers - - 12 | 24 
Bakers - - - - 12 23 
Tailors, Xe. - - = - | 10 IZ | 1s 20 
Drapers, haberdashers, &c. - - 7 9 16 19 
f Carpenters and joiners - - 6 3 | 12 7 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers - 6 | 3 | 12 
Greengrocers, fruiterers, Xc. - - 6 9 12 V4 
Agents, commission and gencral - 3 A 11 77) 
Solicitors - - 11 7 
f Jewellers, watchmakers, importers, | 
silversmiths, &e. 1 | 10 17 
Confectioners - - - } 2 | 3 | 
Fishmongers, poulterers, - 4 ? 8 
; Saddlers and harness makers - 3 3 8 4 
Fishing-net, smack owners, and masters 2 | 
Clothiers, outfitters, | | 7 a 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen, and 
hauliers - - - ; 7 ; 
engineers and founders, &c. - 6 3 7 
; Millers - - - 3 | 2 7 3 
Clerks, commercial and general - 4 8 6 /6 
; Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw 
imerchants and dealers - — | 6 
Tobacconists, &c. = 5 | 2 6 a 
Genera] dealers - - - 4 3 | 6 a 
Wine and spirit merchants, Xe. 2 | 4 | 6 / 
Provision merchants, &c. 2 | 5 
Merchants - - 2 | 3 | 
; China, glass, earthenware, Xc. dealers - | / 3 5 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses 3 | 
Chemists, druggists, and chemical | 
manufacturers - - 6 4 9 
Furniture dealers and makers - - 2 | 3 4 9 
Printers and publishers - - l 2 4 2 
Lodging-house keepers - - 3 3 4 
Labourers - - - - 2 4 3 
Oil and Italian warehousemen == - ; 7 4 q 
Stone, marble, and monumental masons 2 3 ! ; 
Cabinet makers and npholsterers | 
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Two months 
ended February 


1889. | 1889. 1888. 


Number gazetted in principal trades and No. {| WNo. No. No. 
occupations—cont. 

Gardeners, florists, Xc. - - 2 
Stationers - - . l 
Ilosiers, glovers, Xe. - - 2 3 
Blacksmiths - - - 3 2 
Doctors of medicine and physiciaus I 3 
Brokers, stock and share - - | 2 / 3 7 
Fruit merchants, &e. - - 1 — 3 2 
Organ bailders - - -- — 
Timber merchants and wood dealers - _ / 3 | q 
Travellers, commercial, &e. - 2 10 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, - - 1 } 3 2 9 
Carriage, &c. builders - 2 2 3 
Cab, coach, and omnibus proprietors - 2 Qg 2 3 
Contractors - - | 2 2 2 
Accountants - - 2) 2 3 
Faney goods and im- | 

porters - - - 1 i / 2 3 
Horse dealers, trainers, hee. - - 2 2 
‘Tea merchants - 1 3 2 3 
Carvers, gilders, and picture 

makers - - - - 4 / 2 4 
Coopers - - - 1 1 2 | 
Restaurant, coffee, and eating-house 

Milliners, dressmakers, he. - - 1 3 4 
Oil and colour merchants - - —- 2 1 j 3 
Machinists and implement manufac- 

turers, &c. - 1 3 


LV.—Exvorr or Live ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 
GREAT Britain. 


Rivrern of the Number of ANIMALS exported trom IreLAND to GREAT 
Brirasn during the month ended 28th February 1889, and during 
the First Two Months of the Year 1889, compared with the corre- 
sponding Peri iods of the Year 1888. 


{  ‘T'wo months 
ended February 
Animals, 
1889, 7888. 1889, | 7588. 
No. | No. No. | No. 
Cattle ° - 32,191 | 32,477! 67,575 | 73,913 
Sheep - - 4,023 7,497 | 15,543 | 20,473 
Swine 46,843 | 57,493 | 104,066 | 122,970 
Goats - - - 34 | 29 49 | 3S | 
Horses - - - 1,407 7,379 | 2,596 2,567 
Asses - 3} 5! 2h 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

I 
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V.—FisHery Statistics. —ENGLAND AND WALES. 


Sraremenr of the Toran Quantiry and of the returned 
as landed on the EnGiisu and Wetsu Coasts, during the Month 
aud Two Months ended 28th February 1889, compared with the 
corresponding Periods of the Year 1888, 


Prime fish, not separately distinguished 
Total prime fish ‘ 


Cod 


Herrings - = 


All other, except shell fish : 
Total 
Shell fish :— 
Oysters 
Other shell fish 


Turbot 
Soles - - 
Prime fish, not separately distinguished 


Total prime fish - 
Sahnou - - 
Mackerel 
Herrings - 
Pilchards 
Sprats - - 
All other, except shell fish - : 
Total - 


Shell fish :-— 


Lobsters - 
Crabs 
Oysters 

Other shell fish - - 


Total - - 


Tota] value of fish landed 


Two Months ended 


235,164 


534,392 


‘ebruary 
Februar; | February 
1889, | 1888. | | 1889. | 1888. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cuts, | Cwts. | Cwts. 
| 3,470 | 4549 || 8,227 | 9,593 
| 4,001 5,072 || 10,287 | 11,281 
- 3,005 9,083 5,460 | 16,730 
| 
10,476 18,704 || 28,974 | 37,004 
- 122 128 122 | 128 
| 28,487 50,191 | 52,279 
36,427 | 51,214 95,290 | 110,271 
- 5,678 6,707 13,492 13,538 
: 117,510 133,608 261,500 264,537 
1,355 493 4,566 8,77. 
3,409 4.909 24,783 13,254 
- 1,191 402 16,096 4490 
- 2,503 3,692 21,914 40,091 
- $5,860 102,882 208,498 200,089 
285,976 351,217 720,426 745,062 
No. No | No. | No. 
10,079 | G375 11,793 11,944 
- | 66,526 | 102,026 | 130,756 | 142,900 
- | 2,526,000 | 3,086,000 | 000 | 6,823,000 
' Cwts. | | Cwts. 
38,925 | 31,261 | 64,879 
VALUE. 
£ £ | £ 
14,471 17,841 30,297 33,315 
=| 25,451 28,545 | 59,576 61,205 
2 15,200 16,612 | 23,626 37,055 
=| 55,122 62.968 | 113,499 132,175 
1,119 1,195 | 1,119 1,194 
14,779 19,434 | 34,434 36,434 
37,143 47577 | 92,168 99,560 
4,404 4494 | 10,157 9,045 
= 58,270 56,810 | 117,360 109,481 
2,790 | | 6,905 3914 
: 1,284 | 8,204 3,718 
| 130 | 3,981 1,033 
165 | 394 | 3.826 3,256 
> 59,317 | 73.425 | 133,197 139,582 


268,715 | 524,659 


| oly | 627 159 
Sas | 1,043 | 1,495 1,486 
6.959 11,164 | 15,937 26,400 
6,992 5,263 14,886 | 10,223 
15,359 17,986 32,945 38,768 
- 250,523 286.701 557,505 578,160 


Nore.—The above figures are subject to correction 


| 


in the Annual Returns. 


siven are the a7tual values returned by the local officers at cach place, 


The values 
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VI.—FIsHERY STATISTICS.--SCOTLAND. 


SratemMent of the Toray Quantity and Vatue of the Fisu returned 
as landed on the Scorcn Coasts during the Month and Two 
Months ended 28th February 1889, compared with the correspond- 
ing Periods of the Year 1888. 


Turhot - 

Soles (Lemon Soles) . 
Salmon - 


Ling - 
Haddock 
Mackerel 
Herrings 
Sprats - 
Sparling 


Torsk (Tusk) . 
Saith (Coal Fish) 
Whiting - - 
Halibut 
Plaice, Brill 


Skate 


All other, except shell fish iy 


Total 


Shell fish :— 
Lobsters 


Crabs 
Oysters 
Mussels 
Clams - 


Other shell fish 


Turbot - 

Soles (Lemon Soles) 
Salmon - 
Cod - 
Ling ° ° 
Haddock 
Mackerel - 
Herrings - « 
Sprats  - 
Sparling - - 


Torsk (Tusk) 

Saith (Coal Fish) 
Whiting - 
Halibut - 

Flounde Plaice, Brill 


Skate 


All other, except shell fish : 


Total 


Shell fish: 
Lobsters 
Crabs 
Oysters 
Mussels 


Clams - 
Other shell fish 
Total 


Total value 


of fish landed 


Two Months ended 


| | 
| 
| February February 
| 
1889, | 1888. | 1880, | 1888. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. | Cwis. Iwts. | Cuts. 
338 | 420 777 
527 | 658 1,251 1,2g3 
62,172 | 54,621 106,108 95,580 
8,100 | 15,236 15,156 
695 97,288 185,354 191,017 
4 
° 91,215 109,217 164,844 179,443 
92 1,610 767 10,015 
* 2 13 7 19 
252 126 492 
5,261 7970 9,967 17,092 
* 3,791 5,624 9,152 13,472 
i 524 1,078 916 1,452 
7.247 12,084 16,907 22,335 
1,390 1,632, 2,856 2,583 
és 3,533 6,400 7,698 10,482 
‘ 6,903 13,939 17,080 27,457 
288,850 520,312 539,046 588,9 
No. No. No. No. 
24,700 42,600 65,700 84,800 
46,700 64,700 141,100 139,700 
on 33,400 27,900 75,800 41,200 
Cwts. Cuts. Cwts. Cuts. 
-| 18,588 23,280 35,809 50,867 
2,106 | 2,144 4,255 4,848 
3,929 | 5,200 6,663 85519 
VALUE. 
{ 
| £ £ £ F 
1,059 | 2,429 | 2,321 
797 | G56 2,202 1,860 
23,605 21,794 41,335 | 38,193 
5 4997 | 6,280 
37,238 || 75,550 | 45371 
17,580 36,164 | 38,758 
a 62 | 30 253 
40 |! 30 60 
64 || 31 122 
1,163 4 1,709 2,449 
2,008 3,580 
1.788 | 1,518 2,429 
F319 j 11,546 14,110 
82 1,498 1,316 
1375 | 2,007 2,703 
2,066 | 3,301 4,827 
100,420 189,260 | 197,064 
| | 
| 1,434 2.860 
230 337 || 728 687 
165 ys | 388 199 
| 1344 2,260 2,918 
300 313 | 710 
: 620 854 1,067 | 1,400 
3,04 || m4 | 
97,990 105,2g7 197,174 206,779 


‘NorE.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 
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VIL——-FisHery STATISTICS.—IRELAND. 


Srarement of the ‘Tora. Quantriry and VALUE of the Fisu returned 
as landed on the Inisu Coasts during the Month and Two Months 
ended 28th February 1889, compared with the correspouding 
Periods of the Year 1888. 


| 


February Two Months ended February 


188i. i838. 1880), 1888. 


QUANTITY. 
Cwts. 
222 


Soles - ° ad 220 567 


Total prime fish 407 739 


Cod 7,250 4,952 8.700 
Sprats - 6.085 
4 Whiting - - 3,324 
All other. except shell fish 10,167 
i Total ° 19,351 44,097 41,738 25,194 


Shell fish :— 


Lobsters 6.914 1,902 12,020 5.924 
4 Crabs 10,072 63 20,072 133 
Oysters - - 178,920 22,000 134,480 50,925 
Cwts. Cuts. Cwts. Cuts. 
Other shell fish -  - - 2,310 4,551 6,432 


£ £ | £ 
t Soles - - - - 1,161 940 2,129 1,347 


1,534 


Total prime fish 4.948 


Ling - - - 519 4g/ 1,062 soy 
- - 887 2,038 733 
Herrings - - 128 247 
Whiting - 706 1,024 1,617 1599 
ak 3600 26! 887 398 
All other, except shell fish . 1,599 1.714 3.284 3183 
Total 9.670 7.92% 20,010 14,065 


Shell fish :— 


Lobsters e 298 6s 372 
Crabs - - / 72 
Oysvers - - 24 sf 
Other shell fish - 318 575 707 


Total - 42/ { 1,608 50 


Total value of fish landed 21,618 15,015 


Nortr.--The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 
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STATISTICAL 


TABLES. 


VILI.--Corron Rerurns.—FEBRUARY 1889. 


Return of the Number of Bates of Corron Importep and 
Forwarpep from Porrs to Ixtanp Towns, and ReturNEpD to 
Ponts during the Month and ‘Two Months ended 28th February 
1889, compared with the corresponding Months of the Year 1888. 


Month of 


February 


No. 
312,396 
10,883 
22,297 
41,339 
12,512 


American 
Brazilian 

Fast Indian 
Egyptian - 
Miscellaneous - 


Two months ended 
February 


Imports. 


No. 
688,645 
33,215 
34,559 
88,308 
17,083 


No. 
$24,841 
64,378 
37,667 
65,930 
0,284 


Total - 399,427 


American 
Brazilian 
East Indian 
Fgyptian  - 
Miscellaneous 


30,419 
5,286 
10,907 
1,626 
2,517 


861,810 


EX Ports, 


4,070 
82 
20,730 


20,151 
3,470 
4,314 


1,002,100 


30,255 
1,602 
40,598 
905 
2,942 


‘Total 50,759 


American 
Brazilian 

East Indian 
Egyptian - 
Miscellaneous - 


231,783 
12,766 
11,096 
20,285 
10,870 


241,669 
27,573 
11,039 
16,971 
10,119 


118,603 


555,768 
27,859 
23,471 
48,968 
24,900 


76,302 


479,611 
59,653 
22,314 
40,042 
24,013 


Yotal 286,800 


307,397 


680,966 


622,630 


Forwarpbep from INLAND Towns to Ports. 


American - 492 
Brazilian - 

Kast Indian - 

Kgyptian 

Miscellaneous 


Total - 


315 
— 
| 1889, 1889. ISSS, 
| | 
| No. 
| 393,750 
| 33,983 
20.376 
1IS,S62 | | 
| 
- 83,257 | 
- 7,411 | 
1,488 | | 
} ForwarvdeEp from Ports to INLAND Towns. 
{ : 
| 
| 
| 630 672 | 1,105 
3 
48 1s | 208 
oan { 
- 492 | 87s 688 | 1,308 


STATISTICAL TABLES. 


IX.—Perriopicat Returns or Imports anp Exports. 


STATEMENT of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 


mentioned Counrrirs 


in the latest Month 


for which Rerurns 


have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
ineluding such latest Month. 


Note. — Rouble = vs. Od. : 


Li r= 


Franc = 9,°,d.; Milreis = 4s. Gu. ; 
a = ; Drachme Dollar = = 4s, 2d. 


I.—Invorts. 


Value for the Month. 


| Latest 


Name of Conntry. | Month. |—— 


Russia in Europe - | Nov. 
France - - | Jan. 


Portugal - - Dee. 


Dec. 
Italy - - { 
| Jan 
Greece : Nov. 


United States - - | Dec. 
British India® - 


Russia in Europe - | Nov. 
France Jan. 


Portugal | Dec. 


( Dec. 
Italy- 

Jan 
Greece - Nov. 


United States - - | Dee. 


British India* - Dee. 


Aggregate for Period of the 
Year, including latest Month. 


1887. 1888. 188. 


1888. 
| Roubles 30,685,000 | 2,002,000 | 301,110,000 205,229,000 
(1880) (7888) |! 
Frs, 305,183,000 | 297,846, 000 | 
(1888) (7887) 
Milreis - 3.116,000 2,829,000 | 38,342,000 39,418,000 
- | Lire - 106,525,000 | 273,540,000 || 1,174,423,000 #,603,889,000 
(1889) (7888) 
| » + 84,483,000 | 777,200,000 || 
| (1888 (1887) |, 
- | Drechms. 9,941,000 | 77,900,000 | 100,659,000 118,971,000 
- Dolrs. 60,488,000 52,777,000 725,224,000 708,818,000 
- | Rupees 5,66,45,960 5,33,26,895 48,69,05,853 |  44,35,37,238 
| | 
- | Roubles 64,166,000 | 67,557,000 | 673,368 000 518,497,000 
| 
(1889) | (7888) | 
- | Frs, 229,512,000 | 209,838,000 | — 
(1888) | (7887) 
- Milreis - 1,919,000 2,028,000 | 23,446,000 24,240,000 
- | Lire 92,300,000 | 96,430,000 891,934,000 | 1,005,076,000 
(1889) (7888) 
+ 74,577,000 | 76,789,060 
i (1888) (7887) | 
- | Drehms. 8,356,000 | 6,688,000 |. 88,875,000 | 66,218,000 
85,755,000 | 78,230,000 | 691,766,000 745,307,000 


- Dolrs, - 


- Rupees 8,41,538,137 


8,25,19,973 | 65,28,15,250 | 63,80.99,112 
| 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 


NotE.—The figures are those of the “ 
the United States and British India, where the 


special 


” imports and exports, except in the « case of 
figures are 


“general.” “Special means, in 


the case of imports, imports for home consumption, in the case of exports, exports of domestic 
produce and manufacture only. 
* The aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing 1st April. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


X.—ForeIGN TRADE oF INDIA. 


IMPORTS 


and Exporrs inte 


{.—Animals—living 


II.—Articles of food and drink | 


If 1.—Metals and manufactures of — | 


A.—Hardware and cutlery 
(including plated-ware) 


B.—Metals - 
©.—Machinery and mill-work 


D.—Railway plant and 
rolling-stock (other than 
Government stores) - 


1V.—Chemicals, drugs, 


medicines | 


and narcotics, ‘and dyeing | 
and tanning materials e | 


VI—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles = - 


Vil.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 


A—Yarns and textile fabrics 


B.—Apparel - - - 


©.—Other articles manu- 
factured - - 
ToTaL 


Imports from Foreign 
Countries, 


Nine Months ended 
31st December 


and from Britisu INDIA. 


Exports to Foreign 
Countries.* 


Nine Months ended 
31st December 


1888, 1887. 1888, 1887. 
R. R, R. R. 
23,81,973 21,094,823 8,33,777 942,215 
5,37,85,112 5,29,19,675 17,60,70,681 16,62,00,68> 
80,08,635 | §0,05,732 59,052 48,427 
2,77,05,155 3,60,11,174 291,245 
1.64.60,973 1.24.14 | 1,757 578 
1,97,83,698 |  7,40,08,698 
87,31,099 71,35,217 30,15,73,663 | 10,12,74,418 
| 
1,57,81,766 394,26,161 32,19, 164 33,28,840 
| 
2,94,31,555 |  2,94,97,670 | 24,30,82,600 | 25,50,74,876 
| | 
| 
25,66,89,813 | 22,80,13,195 | 7,08,28,939 | 5,65,60,026 
| 
94,523,721 | 95,02,724 | 827,504 6,10,384 
3,86,98,353 |  3,62,62,2e8 | 2,55,13,482 2,53,41,09 
| | 
48,69,05,853 | | 62,23,01,004 | 
‘ 
i 


* Exports of Indian Produce and Manufacture only. 


3 
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LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. 


LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. 
New 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1889, have been issued from Her Majesty's 
Diplomatie and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.. &e. 


St. Petersburg 
Nice - 
Stettin - 
Fiume - 
Chinkiang 
The Hague 
Malaga 
Taganrog 
Mozambique 
Bogota 

Patras - 
Texas 


The following Reports from Her Majesty's Representatives abroad on subjects ot 
general and commercial interest have also been issued, and may be obtained from 
the above-mentioned sourees 


No. Price. 
111. Austria-Hungary.--Report on the plum crop in Bosnia for 1887-88 1d. 
112. Italy.—Report on the production of sulphur and other minerals in Sicily - 1d. 
113. Russia —Report on the grain trade in the ports of the Sea of Azov ld. 
114. Persia.—Notes on the wool trade in Persia and Trans-Caucasia —- - ld 
115. Spain.—Report on the tobacco industries at Cuba - - ld. 
116. Mexico.—ieport on the railways of Mexico - - - - ld, 
117. Germany.—Notes on the decrease of mortality from typhus in Munich, 

1851-87 - - - - - - - 4d. 
118. Portugal.—Notes on the proposed establishment of a monopoly wine 

company in the consular district of Oporto = - - - - dd. 
119. Persia—Notes on British trade and foreign competition in North Persia 
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No. Price. 
447. - - = 
448. - 
449, - - 
450, - - ld. 
451. - - - - Id. 
452. - - - - ld. 
453. - - -~ ld. 
154. - - ld. 
455. - - ld. 
456. - - 2d. 
457. - - - ld. 
458. - - ld. 


